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HONDA CIVIC

LED Lights Climate Control USB
Special Offer £180.00 pm

MERCEDES A180 1.5 CDI SE

USB Bluetooth Sat Nav
Special Offer £340.00 pm

VAUXHALL VIVARO 2700 CDTI

Sport USB Ply Lined
Special Offer £240.00 pm

VW CADDY

USB Bluetooth Climate
Special Offer £170.00 pm

Visit
To Find Out How or Call Us Now on 0121 693 0573

Helping You Afford Your Next Vehicle. 

www.easyleasecars.co.uk

No Deposit! Inclusive of FREE Servicing and MOT's!

No Need to worry about CCJ's or Bad Credit!



	

• Replace	your	bath	with	a	walk	in	
shower	enclosure.	

• Easy	access	-	low	level	trays	or	wet	
floors.	

• No	need	to	replace	tiles	or	
sanitary	ware.	

• Shower	seats	and	grab	bars	
optional.	

• Can	fit	in	space	of	bath.	
• Design	and	installation	taken	care	

of	by	our	professional	team.	
• VAT	exemption	available.	

	

				
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

0121	783	9966	
Call	to	book	a	free	home	
quotation	
	
Visit	our	showroom	at:	
49	Stoney	Lane,	
Yardley,	
Birmingham.	
B25	8RE	

	

bathrooms	galore….	
																										…	just	add	water	
	

BATH	OUT	–	SHOWER	IN	
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Warwick Printing Company

The kids all break up for the summer this month so 
I’m sure there’s many of you trying to work out how 
to make the most of your time. There’s some great 
local events coming up to put in your diary – from 
a beach at Touchwood to a food fayre and ‘Music 
in the Park’ in Malvern Park. And if you’re a supporter 
of Knowle Village Hall please attend their fund-
raising quiz night on 27th July. Just have a look at 
page 17 for further details of all these local events. 

And for those you not jetting off on your Summer 
holidays and staying local there’s some great articles 
in here on Summer concerts and sculpture parks.

Whatever you do this Summer, have a great time 
and make the most of all the great places to go on 
your doorstep!

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.knowleanddorridgedirectory.com

Welcome to the July issue of  
The Knowle & Dorridge Directory.  

contents

summer’s here!
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VOLVO V40

Part Leather Bluetooth
Special Offer £250.00 pm

AUDI Q3 S LINE TDI

Bluetooth Audi Symphony Xenons
Special Offer £365.00 pm

FORD TRANSIT

Electric Tipper KillSwitch
Special Offer £240.00 pm

FORD TRANSIT CONNECT

Elec Windows DAB Radio AirCon
Special Offer £250.00 pm

Visit
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summer’s here!
SATURDAY 26TH AUGUST   

SUNDAY 27TH AUGUST   

SUPPORTED BY
LOCAL BANDS

SUPPORTED BY TRIBUTE ARTISTS

Wedding
Crashers

The 

ANDY BENNETT
(Ocean Colour Scene)

 SOLIHULLSUMMERFEST        @SUMMERSOLIHULL        SOLIHULLSUMMERFEST

Tickets: solihullsummerfest.co.uk & theticketfactory.com



Plus all your Hatton favourites

www.hattonworld.comwww.hattonworld.com

Summer
Holidays

THE GREAT
SUMMER

ADVENTURE

MEGA   MAZE
WATER WARS

NEW!

GreatSavingsOnline!

Get your little one interested in real 
food, and real cooking at the Becketts 
Farm Cookery School. Our Summer 
menus will see your mini-masterchefs 
cook delicious BBQ and picnic 
favourites with a special ‘Becketts 
twist’. £40 per child - Suitable for 
8-15 year olds.

Treat yourself and 11 friends 
to a bakery themed party and 
learn how to decorate cakes 
with our confectioners. Bake 
2 dishes; pizza and cupcakes 
over an hour and a half of 
sticky, messy fun!

Children’s Bakery 
Birthday Parties

AT THE 
ORANGE KITCHEN

CALLING ALL

KIDS!
Do you want a birthday
party with a difference?

CHILDRENS
SUMMER 
COOKERY 
CLASSES!
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Plus all your Hatton favourites

www.hattonworld.comwww.hattonworld.com

Summer
Holidays

THE GREAT
SUMMER

ADVENTURE

MEGA   MAZE
WATER WARS

NEW!

GreatSavingsOnline!

Get your little one interested in real 
food, and real cooking at the Becketts 
Farm Cookery School. Our Summer 
menus will see your mini-masterchefs 
cook delicious BBQ and picnic 
favourites with a special ‘Becketts 
twist’. £40 per child - Suitable for 
8-15 year olds.

Treat yourself and 11 friends 
to a bakery themed party and 
learn how to decorate cakes 
with our confectioners. Bake 
2 dishes; pizza and cupcakes 
over an hour and a half of 
sticky, messy fun!

Children’s Bakery 
Birthday Parties

AT THE 
ORANGE KITCHEN

CALLING ALL

KIDS!
Do you want a birthday
party with a difference?

CHILDRENS
SUMMER 
COOKERY 
CLASSES!



8  Mention the Knowle & Dorridge Directory when responding to advertisements

useful services



To advertise call Zoe on 07557 220585 or zoe@dorridgedirectory.com                      February  2017  9  

useful services

p
chartered town planners

p
At Progression we are also Chartered Town Planners and members of the Royal Town Planning Institute.
We specialise in dealing with planning applications and negotiating with the Local Authorities. We also 
prepare, submit and attend Planning Appeals, where applications are refused, putting our case forward 
from an applicant’s point of view.

As we aAs we are also Architects, we tend to think through our solutions creatively, at times from a perspective 
that is not immediately apparent. As Arboriculturists, we work together where tree issues meet planning 
issues, such as Tree Preservation Orders.

www.progressionarchitects.com

info@progressionarchitects.com
01564 730 191

www.progressiontownplanning.com

info@progressiontownplanning.com
01564 730 191

p pt+

“envisioning ideal layout”

“designing 
your 

dream space”

“taking the 
stress out of 

construction”

“a bespoke building designed for you”

Chartered Architects Gary Winn RIBA 
and Dean Poulton RIBA are Progression 
Architects and have been based in 
Solihull since 1992. They are about to 
celebrate 25 years in practice.

The practice specialises in the design of 
domestic house extensions, one off houses 
and conversions, although they also have 
some corporate blue chip clients.

They oThey offer an initial free appraisal of your 
project, within the solihull area, where their 
wealth of experience can be offered to 
examine your initial ideas and work with you 
to progress your ideas into a design.
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useful services

                  No job too big 
                            or too small
call for a free no obligation quotation
      “local interior designer”
Sarah J Harper 07518 851063

Tudor Rose Curtains

Mobile: 07518 851063              
                       Tel: 0121 445 2072
sj@tudorrosecurtains.co.uk 
        NEW WEB SITE    
www.tudorrosecurtains.co.uk

Curtains and Blinds
designed and made for you!

 
                         Beautiful new
                           fabrics for 

                            Spring

Cognitive-behavioural therapy (CBT)
T H E  M O D E R N  T H E R A P Y  O F  C H O I C E

Equanimity CBT Ltd: High quality CBT for individuals, the public and independent sectors.
 

Work related stress? Anxiety? Depression?
Low self esteem? Compulsive behaviours?

Anger management? Adolescent behavioural
problems?  Aggressive driving? Panic attacks?   

Phobias? Emotional distress?

 
Psychology Centres in North Worcestershire and North Warwickshire.

enquiries@equanimitycbt.co.uk 0844 693 1282 for a FREE 15 minute consultation.
 

CBT is recommended by: The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE).
It is time limited, cost effective, easily understood and suitable for adults and young people.

 
Approved Health Care Provider for: AXA-PPP, Aviva, Pruhealth, CIGNA and WPA.

 
B.A.B.C.P. Accredited CBT Psychotherapist

www.equanimitycbt.co.uk  

answers on page 60
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OpeningSeptember
2017

Nursery School 
Barston Lane, 

Solihull

THETHE COURTYARDCOURTYARD

Our OfferOur Offer
  Broad and balanced curriculum 

  Individual assessment and planning

  Small group sizes (1:8 max.) 

   Inclusive ethos with high 
expectations for every child

   Qualified, knowledgeable and 
experienced team

   Caring, child-friendly environment

   Supporting children in readiness for 
school

Now 
Enrolling for 

September 2017
(Limited spaces)

Registered for 15 or 30 hours 
funded places

The Courtyard, Barston Lane, Eastcote, Solihull B92 0HS
Open 7.30am - 6.00pm
Telephone: 07512107116

Email: info@thecourtyardnurseryschool.co.uk
Website: www.thecourtyardnurseryschool.co.uk

Facebook: fb.com/thecourtyardnurseryschool
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summer tips

Contact us on: 07527 006 386 or email hiapreschool@gmail.com
Scout & Guide HQ, Shadowbrook Lane, Hampton-in-Arden B92 0DQ

* Please enquire about 
2 year old funding eligibility

** 3 year old funding 
available from the term 
after your child turns 3

· From age 2 to school age · Highly qualified, experienced, caring staff

· Free sessions for 2* and 3 year olds **  · Rated ‘good’ by Ofsted (July 2014) 

· Sessions from 9.15 - 12.15 Monday to Friday

START 

AS SOON 

AS YOUR 

CHILD 

TURNS 2

RECENTLY 
AWARDED

COMMUNITY
CHAMPIONS

SILVER
AWARD

OpeningSeptember
2017

Nursery School 
Barston Lane, 

Solihull

THETHE COURTYARDCOURTYARD

Our OfferOur Offer
  Broad and balanced curriculum 

  Individual assessment and planning

  Small group sizes (1:8 max.) 

   Inclusive ethos with high 
expectations for every child

   Qualified, knowledgeable and 
experienced team

   Caring, child-friendly environment

   Supporting children in readiness for 
school

Now 
Enrolling for 

September 2017
(Limited spaces)

Registered for 15 or 30 hours 
funded places

The Courtyard, Barston Lane, Eastcote, Solihull B92 0HS
Open 7.30am - 6.00pm
Telephone: 07512107116

Email: info@thecourtyardnurseryschool.co.uk
Website: www.thecourtyardnurseryschool.co.uk

Facebook: fb.com/thecourtyardnurseryschool

I 
loved bedtime stories 
as a child and now I’m 
enjoying them again 
with my own children.
Bedtime stories are calming, 

fun and snugly time and 
those are good enough 
reasons on their own for 
indulging. But Bedtime stories 
have other benefits too.

Communication
Reading is one of the most 
important communication 
tools available to us and is 
fundamental in establishing 
essential pathways in the brains 
of early learners. It enhances 
basic speech and reading 
skills, but less obvious skills such 

as, those required to make 
friends in the playground, 
and to concentrate in class.

Improved Emotional 
Understanding
Most of us have cried or 
laughed at a good book. 
Bedtime reading can help us 
broach difficult topics in a safe 

environment. We can explore 
powerful emotions through 
the medium of fiction. The 
shared experience of reading 
together fosters stronger 
connections and provide topics 
of conversations well beyond 
the fifteen minutes at bedtime.

Improves imagination 
and feeds curiosity
The effect of reading on an 
individual’s imagination is 
unparalleled. Books allow our 
children to explore both our 
world and fictional ones. It 
can also help to express their 
individuality and help them 
discover interests that may 
not be covered at school.

why we need bedtime stories



*Terms and conditions apply.  

30A MAIN ST, DICKENS HEATH, 
SOLIHULL B90 1UA

discover 
better

THE UK’S LEADING, AWARD-WINNING SKIN CLINIC HAS ARRIVED IN DICKENS HEATH SOLIHULL

When you book your 
FREE consultation 
in May*

CALL 03331 229 034 or
 VISIT  www.sknclinics.co.uk/solihull

50
YOUR FIRST

YOUR NEW CLINIC

DERMATOLOGY LASER HAIR REMOVAL REJUVENATION SKINCARE PRODUCTSACNE TREATMENTS

For full details visit
www.sknclinics.co.uk/DH

this month*
CALL 03331 229 034 or

skn 2017 jun jul.pdf   1   12/05/17   12:28 PM
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useful services

Keeping your image clean!

MOBILE JET WASHING

www.lapcleaning.co.uk

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION 
FREE QUOTE

01564 77 66 59

• Jet Washing • Patios
• Block Paving • Driveways

• Walls • Builders Clean

CLEANING SOLUTIONS

Having recently tied the knot in April, these 
newlyweds are taking part in the greatest motoring 
adventure on the planet, as 
they jump into their 
favourite car - a gold 1996 
Nissan Micra called 
Martha - and drive her to 
Mongolia for charity. They 
will cover over 10,000 
miles and cross through at least 18 different 
countries across mountains, desert and highly 
variable and unsuitable terrain. With no backup, 
no support and no set route, this is an expedition 
that will test their car, their minds and their newly 
formed marriage. The adventure doesn’t stop when 

they reach Mongolia, as 
Shane and Georgia will 
continue their travels 
around the world on planes, 
trains, buses, ferries, tuk 
tuks and everything in 
between.  But it’s not just 

for fun – Shane and Georgia are doing this to raise 
as much money as they can for the Cystic Fibrosis 
Trust, in memory of their friend Asha, and Cool 
Earth, the official charity of the Mongol Rally.

If you are able to provide support in any way, 
Shane and Georgia would love to hear from you. 

To find out more about Shane and Georgia’s 
adventure, to donate to their charities or to 

discuss sponsorship opportunities please visit 
www.shaneandgeorgia.com or contact 

shane@shaneandgeorgia.com.

Help Shane and 
Georgia to reach 

Mongolia and 
save the world!

On the 16th of July 2017, Solihull residents 
Shane and Georgia are setting out on a 

honeymoon adventure like no other.

*Terms and conditions apply.  
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english heritage

Interests
Tack & Animal Feed, Giftware, Toys, Candles, Needlework 
& Bunting, Floristry, Wood-turning, Pottery Parties.

              Interiors
Antiques, Furnishings, Wood Burners, Weddings, 
Giftware, Curtains, Blinds, Shabby Chic, Chalk Paint,
Art, Commissions accepted.

Fun
The Children’s Farm & 
Parties, Pets Corner.

Fashion
Jewellery, Handbags, Wedding, Cocktail 
and Daywear, Handmade Leather Goods, 
      Encaustic Art, Ladies Clothing, Knitting 
            Kits & More...

Food and Drink
Licensed Restaurant, Chocolate Shop, Tea Rooms

Open all year (inc Bank Holidays) Tuesday to Sunday 10am-5pm
Tel: 024 7639 4433      www.hoar-park.co.uk

B4114 Nr Ansley, Nuneaton, Warwickshire CV10 0QU

- 16th July

- 20th August

- 17th Sept.

Craft Fair
Sundays

17th Sept.
11am-4pm

Big 
Bounce Day

Enjoy the
shopping

experience

T
he sculpture parks 
and trails of England 
are a rather well-kept 
secret.  They are found 
all over the country 

and are great places to visit 
and introduce the kids to 
real art. They are also good 
introductions to for anyone 
who is curious about art but 
feels they would be a bit out 
of their depth in a gallery. 
You can take a picnic and 
the children can run around. 
Many are free, or very cheap 
to enter. Each sculpture 
park is different in character 
depending on the surrounding 

countryside. Why not have a 
day outdoors and take in some 
culture at the same time?

Our picks of the parks are:
Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
– with pieces by Elisabeth 
Frink, Barbara Hepworth 
and Antony Gormley

New Art Centre, Wiltshire 
– set in beautiful lovingly 
planted gardens.

Burghley House and Gardens, 
Stamford – My children loved 
this when they were tiny. There is 
an additional garden of surprises 

with quirky water sculptures 
that children can play in.

Forest of Dean Sculpture Trail, 
Gloucestershire – 20 sculptures 
set along a trail which takes 
about three hours to walk round.

The Pride of the Valley 
Sculpture Park, Surrey – An 
enormous number of sculptures, 
and a varied landscape 
including lakes and woodland.

Broomhill Art and Sculpture 
Garden, Devon – More 
than 300 sculptures in 
10 acres of land!

sculpture parks
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local events

Life’s a Beach at 
Touchwood 
Saturday 15 July – Sunday 

3 September  

Touchwood is once again giving 

local residents the chance to 

be transported to sunnier shores 

with the return of its much-

anticipated Costa del Solihull 

urban beach this summer.

David Walliams 
Billionaire Boy  
Brueton Park, Solihull

Tuesday 25 and 

Wednesday 26 July 

Heartbreak Productions returns 

with another David Walliams 

bestseller which has been 

adapted for the outdoor stage. 

Bring picnics, blankets and fold-

up chairs to hear the story of 

how Mr Spud made his billions, 

lost it all and how Joe became 

the richest boy in the World. Call 

0121 704 6962 for tickets. 

Summertime 
Quiz Night  
Knowle Village Hall

Thursday 27th July 7.30pm 

Knowle Village Hall Association 

are running this quiz in aid of the 

ongoing refurbishment fund for 

the Hall. £75,000 is the ultimate 

goal, so please help by enjoying 

a summer Quiz, with great prizes. 

Tickets cost £6.00 per person 

and teams should not exceed 6 

members. Light refreshments will 

be available but please bring your 

own “drinks”. Tickets from Stephen 

Yeomans on 01564 778163.

Annual Summer Party 
West Warwickshire Sports Club, 

Grange Road, Solihull B91 1DA

Saturday 5th August from 7pm

Join us for a chilled night of 

tunes, food and great company 

with friends and family. We will 

have our in-house DJ playing 

summer classics and a hog-

roast making hot pork rolls.

Tickets are £12.50 for members 

of the club and £15.00 for 

members of the public. To 

book call 0121 706 3594.

Solihull Food Fayre
Malvern Park, Solihull 

Sunday 6th August 11am – 5pm

This event showcases the finest 

locally sourced produce from 

around the Solihull area, with 

suppliers offering tasty free samples, 

talks and cookery demonstrations 

throughout the day. Other 

attractions include face painting, 

children’s rides and the grand 

finale of this year’s ‘Music in the 

Park’ events with a jazz concert 

from the George Huxley Hot Five.

Meet by the Horse Statue.

community events

KNOWLE LIBRARY
• �Jellybeans - held monthly 

on a Thursday morning for 
story-time and rhymes for the 
under 5’s

• �Alphabet Club - and story-
time session for the under 5’s, 
held on alternate Mondays at 
2 - 2.30pm

• �Knowle Readers Circle - 
meet monthly on Fridays at 
2.15pm

• �Knowle Society - available 
each Saturday morning for  
 

 

local history enquiries
• �Under-fives Rhyme Time - 

every Friday at 2pm
• �Coffee mornings - on the first 

Thursday of the month at 10.30 
- 11.30am

• �New monthly Saturday Craft 
Club - for ages 10 - 12 years at 
11am – 12noon

    �www.solihull.gov.uk/Resident/
Libraries/Find-a-library/
knowlelibrary

sculpture parks
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CROSSROADS SERVICE STATION LTD
A friendly, family-run business since 1969

 
• MOT Testing – Cars & Motorbikes
• Servicing & Repairs
• Air Conditioning Service & Repair
• Diagnostic Service & Repair
• Laser Wheel Alignment
• Tyres – Supplied & Fitted
• Quali�ed & Experienced Sta�
• Courtesy Car or Collection/Delivery available

 599-601 Tanworth Lane, Shirley, Solihull B90 4JE
Tel: 01564 703225
www.crossroadservicestation.co.uk

OPEN 6 DAYS 
A WEEK

MON – FRI 7.30am – 6pm
Sat 7.30am – 1pm

MOT’s while you wait!

VAT No.: 113213041

TO ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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Living FurnitureBathroomsBedroomsKitchens

We are recruiting...
Due to natural growth and an additional showroom in Birmingham due to be opened in 

2018 we are seeking additional Kitchen Designers to join our team. 
The ideal candidate will have experience in the KBB industry and have a flair for design.

Salary + OTE of 50 - 60,000 upcapped inc laptop & phone
We offer an excellent pension scheme and travel allowance

Find out more information on our website www.classicinteriors.co.uk/recruitment
Or email your C.V and covering letter to hello@classicinteriors.co.uk



20  Mention the Knowle & Dorridge Directory when responding to advertisements

home improvements



To advertise call Zoe on 07557 220585 or zoe@dorridgedirectory.com                      February  2017  21  

home improvements





To advertise call Zoe on 07557 220585 or zoe@dorridgedirectory.com                              July  2017  23  

retirement tips

E
ven though retirement 
ages have been 
increased recently 
many people find 
that when the time 

comes we don’t feel quite 
ready to down tools and head 
to the allotment or the golf 
course. All the knowledge, 
skills and qualifications we’ve 
achieved over the years can’t 
just be switched off, and we 
might not feel ready to step 
out of working life entirely. 
So if the calendar says one 
thing but our heart and mind 
disagree, what should we do?

Don’t despair; there are 
in excess of 1.3 million 
pensioners still in work. We 
represent 11% of the total 
workforce, and are living 
proof that many companies 
recognise our experience. 

Staged Retirement 
Talk to your boss or line 
manager in advance of your 
retirement. Ask if you can stage 
your retirement over a couple 
of years, maybe dropping to 
a three day week, then two 
days etc. Many companies 
are happy to accommodate 
loyal employees. Stress that it will 
make any transitions run more 
smoothly because you will be 

able to pass on your knowledge 
to your replacement and allow 
them to gradually take over. If 
you regularly deal with clients it 
can be very reassuring for them 
to know that you are still around.

Benefits 
Find out what your entitlements 
are. Check out www.direct.gov.
uk to find out about pensions, 
earnings and tax.  If you prefer 
to talk to someone in person 
on the phone, ensure you 
have all relevant information 
to hand: P45, NI Number etc.  
Even if you’re only entitled to 
a few pennies at this stage, 
the important thing is that you 
are registered. Other benefits 
may come your way later.

Job-hunting 
www. jobcentreguide.co.uk 
provides an abundance of 
information on vacancies and 
also free CV advice, which is 
especially helpful if you are 
out of practice in the art of 
selling yourself to a prospective 
employer.  You can register your 
CV on line with any number of 
agencies, such as www.reed.
co.uk, which show jobs in your 
area, and assist with careers 
advice. If you prefer to register 
in person, pop into your local 

Job Centre or Recruitment 
Agency. These are all positive 
moves which will help you feel 
more confident and in control.

There are many ways to 
research information about 
employment. The library and 
your local college are good 
starting points. Libraries often 
have computer terminals 
available for public use, and 
some run courses if your 
PC skills need polishing. 

When you get an interview:
• �Be positive Stress the good 

reputation of the firm plus 
other positive information.

• �Play to your strengths Explain 
how the skills you’ve acquired 
throughout your working life 
will benefit this company

• �Play down the negatives 
of retirement Describe any 
voluntary work, hobbies 
studying and training 
you’ve completed.

• �As an older person Play on your 
experience and loyalty but…

• �Reassure the employer You 
are hard working, flexible 
and willing to learn.
Think of retirement as a fresh 

start. It may be a chance 
to reinvent yourself and it’s 
never too late to land your 
dream job. Good luck.

not ready for 
retirement?
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Verticals, Rollers & 
Venetians on production 
of this advert 

10% 
OFF

Thank you for supporting 
local business

Many of you already know Russ Fryer of Grange Blinds who, 
until 2006, worked for a well known national blinds company. 
Russ saw an opening to provide customers with a wide range 
of quality blinds and curtains at realistic competitive prices 
with a personal belief in ‘top notch’ customer service. 

Blinds 
• Vertical 
• Roller
• Roman 
• Venetian 
• Conservatory 
 Blinds Specialist 
• Wooden 
• Pleated
• Perfect-fi t
• Motorised

Internal Plantation 
Style Shutters 
• 6 Louvre Sizes
• Whites & Naturals
• Real Wood
• Man-made

Curtains
• Curtains
• Pelmets
• Valances
• Poles
• Tracks
• Matching Cushions

 01564 702036
 07850 833330  
 www.grangeblinds.co.uk
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 ann@cucina-kitchens.co.uk

 Knowle Interiors

Knowle InteriorsKnowle Interiors

Zoffany

KnowleInt2June17_Layout 1  22/05/2017  09:41  Page 1

Mulberry Home Cole & Son
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D.A. MANDER & SON Ltd
PROFESSIONAL FITTER AND

SUPPLIER OF QUALITY CARPETS

Don Mander does not have retail premises. If you need him 
please call him direct– the only way to buy carpets

01564 700200

See our Review’s at 
Freeindex.co.uk

SUPPLIERS TO THE
NATIONALTRUST

Mobile: 07976 778694
FREE ESTIMATES

91 Longdon Road, Knowle B93 9HT

EASIER –
CHEAPER –

ACCURATE –
CONVENIENT –

Than walking round lots of shops
No overheads cutting costs
See colours in their true light
View in the comfort of your own home

We can uplift and remove existing carpets and move furniture

DA Mander & Sons.pdf   1   1/08/13   11:52 AM
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For your free estimate just call us on 
07977 354323 /  07538 349991 / 0121 680 2248  or email:  AdkinsPlasterers@hotmail.co.uk

SPECIALISTS IN: Interior and Exterior Plastering

FAMILY BUSINESS – ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 20 YEARS

WALLS • CEILINGS • COVING • RENDERING 
• DRYLINING AND WET PLASTERING

Reliable, friendly and clean service
All work guaranteed
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Windows, Doors and Conservatories
Mainstream is a specialist manufacturer of high quality windows, doors & 
conservatories. We have a huge range of products including bifold doors, 

orangeries, glass extensions, pvc and upvc windows.

Over 20 Years Experience
For over 20 years, our 
award-winning FENSA 
regulated firm has successfully 
manufactured and supplied 
windows, doors and 
conservatories to our clients. 

The Personal Touch 
Our company is owned and 
run by three experienced 
directors that work in a 
‘hands-on’ role. No job is too 
small or too large for us and if 
you are looking for something 
different, we can make 
bespoke products just for you. 

High Quality Standards
We pride ourselves on attention 
to detail, and all of our products 
are manufactured ‘in-house’ at 
our Head Office in the West 
Midlands. And the same goes 
for our fitters – they are our own 
trusted staff, with many years’ 
experience between them.

01564 320013
www.mainstream-doubleglazing.co.uk

10% OFF 
all orders if you quote 

reference KDM.

Come and see our new high performance 
Origin Aluminium Windows and doors.

1018/1020 Yardley Wood Road, 
Yardley Wood Birmingham B14 4BW

Office Tel: 0121 430 9150
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Mainstream Windows is a 
leading supplier of all types 
of replacement domestic 
UPVC & Aluminium Bifold 
doors. Whether you are 
looking for a new front 
entrance, back entrance 
or garage options, 
Mainstream’s expert team 
can advise you on the best 
product to suit your property, 
lifestyle and budget.

F
or front entrance  
and back entrance, 
there are three main 
types of products  
used in homes today – 

wooden, UPVC and  
composite doors.

UPVC Doors
UPVC doors are available in 
a wide range of colours and 
finishes and their comparative 
lower cost to alternative 
materials has made them 
popular in recent years. They 
also have other benefits, 
such as a higher resistance 
to weathering and generally 
require less maintenance

Bifold doors
Bifold doors are built to stack 
neatly to one or both sides of 
an aperture when open. This 
allows people to move freely 
from inside to outside or from 
one room to another. These 
can be used as room dividers 
or to open onto a balcony or 
terrace.

Composite Doors
As their name suggests, 
they are made up from 
several different materials to 
produce a robust, secure and 
attractive-looking to protect 
your home. The combination 
of materials, such as PVC, 
wood, insulating foam and 
GRP (glass reinforced plastic) 
results in a product that is very 
strong and requires no painting 
or varnishing to keep it looking 
good over its long lifetime. An 
occasional wipe with a damp 
cloth is all that is needed to 
keep it clean and retain its 
smart appearance.

Porches

A-door-able! 
UPVC & Bifold Doors to Suit All Applications 



Check our website for latest offers...

Our products 
are so good 

they speak for 
themselves

WE MANUFACTURE 
OUR OWN UPVC AND 
ALUMINIUM PRODUCTS 

www.davidcannonwindows.co.uk
Telephone: 0121 772 5557

Whether you want just one window replacing or 
a whole house, we can help. We offer advice on
a range of designs to maximise the potential of your 
home, giving results you can enjoy for many years.

DOORS

WINDOWS

We offer a wide range of door options 
including residential doors, french doors, 
patio doors, composite doors and bi-folding 
doors in Upvc and Aluminium. 



To advertise call Zoe on 07557 220585 or zoe@dorridgedirectory.com                              June  2017  33  

Unlock the hidden value in your property 
by selling your house, garden or land...

...and help us build homes for the next generation

visit
SellToDamson.co.uk
or call 0121 709 0539

as heard on

Land To Sell?
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Cullen 
Plumbing & Tiling 

 

17 Whitacre Rd, Knowle 
cullenplumbingandtiling@gmail.com 

Tel: 07896 862 916 
Established in 2005 

 

 Full bathroom and ensuite design and     
installation to the highest standards with 
complete project management from start   
to completion 

 

Kitchen Sinks and Taps, Dishwasher and 
Washing Machine Installation 

 

Central Heating & Radiators 
 

General Plumbing Maintenance & Repair 

 Showroom Finish Wall & Floor Tiling for    
bathrooms, kitchens, hallways and          
conservatories 

 
 Specialist in ceramic, porcelain, natural 

stone tiling 
 
 Business built on recommendation and 

reputation 

All Work Guaranteed 
 

Reliable Honest Service 
 

References and Portfolio of Work Available  

Qualified 

Call Alex Cullen  
NOW on 07896 862 916 

For a free no-obligation quotation 
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WOODGLOW
F I R E P L A C E S

At Woodglow we make fireplaces to suit your requirements – any shape, any size, any style, any 
colour. We are an established family-run business that have been trading for over 20 years. 

Come and visit us at our showroom in Olton Hollow and see what we could do for you.

0121 707 2306
59 Warwick Road, Olton, Solihull B92 7HS
Open Monday to Saturday 10am – 5pm

EXPERTS IN THE DESIGN, 
BUILD, INSTALL AND SERVICING 
OF FIRES AND FIREPLACES.

M
ore than 6 
million of them 
are sent every 
day, but are 
you misusing 

your emojis? Read on…
Emojis are a fun way to 

communicate. Millennials were 
the early adopters of emojis but 
bizarrely it’s the older generation 
who seem to be most guilty 
of emoji abuse. My mother 
regularly sends me texts which 
are strings of hearts, wine glasses 
and smiley faces (maybe I 
should worry about her love life 
and / or her drinking habits!)

Emojis are like seasoning. 
Used sparingly they add flavour 
and a personal touch to your 
texts. Over use them and they 
become off-putting very quickly.

One place to avoid 
them is in more formal 
relationships, like with your 
boss or immediate superior. 

Also, bear in mind that 
emojis don’t always translate 
well across mobile platforms. 
So an iPhone user sending a 
‘stressed’ emoji can appear 
to be sending a happy 
emoji to an android user!

And take care you are using 

the correct emoji. My mother 
(notice the theme here) once 
sent a text notifying me that 
my father had hurt his back. 
She thought she had sent 
a crying ‘sad’ emoji, but in 
fact had sent me a ‘crying 
with laughter’ emoji, (which 
incidentally accounts for 20% 
of all emojis sent!). I assumed 
it was a comedy accident 
and replied accordingly, only 
to find out my poor dad was 
completely immobilised.

So take care people. Ignore 
emoji etiquette at your peril.

committing emoji abuse?!
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A
fter World 
War II the 
pawnbrokering 
went into 
something of a 

decline and by the Seventies 
it had almost died out as a 
trade with maybe just fifty or so 
in the whole of the British Isles, 
generally in poorer areas which 
boasted a high concentration 
of itinerant workers.

Now there are over a 
thousand pawnbrokers in the 
UK and they are appearing in 
traditionally affluent areas. The 
industry is worth an estimated 
£100 million per year! The 
Australians have also followed 
suit with their Cash-Converters, 
high street buy-back chain.

What’s caused the change?
Many of us seem to have 

lost faith in the banking 
system which in turn seems 
to have lost faith in itself 
as it restricts credit. People 
suddenly see pawnbrokers as 
a way of generating cash.

Modern pawnbrokers offer 
a discreet and confidential 
service where clients can 
pledge anything from a 
piece of jewellery or a watch 
through to a prize car or 
even a house. One London 
pawnbroker says he was 
once offered a Lear Jet!

Likewise the clients have 
changed too. In the old 
days it was men trying to 
make enough to pay the 
rent man or the landlord. 
Now it’s just as likely to be 
a middle class couple 
looking for a way to pay the 
mortgage or the school fees.

So how does it work?
Pawnbrokers and their like 
give a client money in return 
for an object that is held as 
security until the customer 
pays off the loan and any 
interest charges. There are no 
credit checks and, once the 
item is valued and a rate of 
interest agreed, the customer 

leaves with the money. 
If the loan is paid back 

within the agreed time the 
client can reclaim their goods. 
If the loan is not paid back 
then the pawnbroker has the 
right to extend the terms or 
sell the goods, though many 
are reluctant to do this as they 
thrive on repeat business.

Buy-back shops are slightly 
different. Here the client sells 
their item with an option to 
buy it back within 28 days. 
If they don’t reclaim it then 
the shop can sell the item.

The Consumer Credit Act 
states that a pawnbroker must 
give their client a receipt 
displaying the date the 
redemption period ends; the 
amount of credit secured by 
the pledge, and the interest 
rate, plus any other charges 
that individual lender may 
apply. If you lose your receipt 
inform your pawnbroker 
immediately so that no 
one else can present it. 

return of the 
pawnbroker
What do you think of when you see 
the word pawnbroker? The slums of 
Dickens? The austerity-years of  the 
1930’s Great Depression? Think again; 
modern pawnbrokers are rather 
smart establishments, and don’t look 
out of place on the high street. 
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book reviews

a good read
reviews By Willow Coby

Little Altars Everywhere  
by Rebecca Wells

One of the marks of a 
great book is that it can let 
you travel the world, and 
even through time, from 
the comfort of your own 
living room (or coffee shop 
– depending on where you 
are reading). This is exactly 
what Little Altars Everywhere 
does. From your familiar 
surroundings in the UK this 
transports you to Louisiana 
in the heart of the southern states of America 
and throws you into the lives of the Walker family. 
Siddalee is the eldest daughter in the family 
and she is the narrator who opens the story. 
Growing up in the 1960s life is changing around 
her and it is only as an adult that she can begin 
to deal with the turbulence of her childhood. 

Each chapter is told by a different member of 
the family. There is Vivi, the matriarch, and Shep, 
a father who tries to provide for his family but 
is under a lot of pressure and unable to quite 
express his feelings. Siddalee’s voice is joined by 
her siblings, Little Shep, Lulu, and Baylor. This is, 
in many ways, a collection of short stories, each 
giving a glimpse into life for the Walker clan.

From the summers spent in Spring Creek, 
to dance classes, a pregnant dog, and a 
runaway daughter, the pieces gradually 
come together. Accompanying the family 
through their experiences are the Ya-Yas: four 
close friends, including Vivi, who are loud, 
colourful, and vibrant. But this is not always an 
easy story to read. Families can hide secrets 
that the outside world will never know and 
the consequences won’t be felt for years.

The Beast Within      
by Serena Valentino

We all know the 
story of Beauty and 
the Beast. Whether it 
is through the original 
fairy tale, Disney’s 
1991 animated hit, 
or the recent live 
action remake. But 
is there something 
missing from the 
story? How much 
do we know about 
what happened 
BEFORE Belle arrived at the Beast’s castle to 
rescue her father? What really happened to 
turn a beloved prince into a reclusive beast?

Offering a fresh twist on the classic story, this 
tween/teen read contains many ‘ooh, that’s clever’ 
moments. Of course, we know that at the end of 
the story Gaston will arrive at the castle to kill the 
Beast. But suppose they were once best friends?  

Filled with familiar characters such as Lumiere 
and Cogsworth this novel offers another layer 
to the story we all know. Whilst it is not the 
greatest work of literature it will definitely appeal 
to fans of either the animated or live action 
movie, and is one of a growing series of novels 
telling the darker side of Disney classics.



Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. Johnsons Dealerships LLP trading as Johnsons Cars (partnership No 
OC383295) is a subsidiary of Johnsons Cars Ltd, (registered in England No 3716766). Johnsons Dealerships LLP (Firm 
Reference Number: 512460), is an appointed representative of ITC compliance Ltd, which is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority (their registration number is 313486).

Every vehicle we sell has been sourced from within the Johnsons 
Group and checked over by one of our trained technicians, so 
you can have faith in the quality of each and every one of our 
vehicles on the forecourt. 

Alongside our showroom on Station Road we also have a 
state-of-the-art workshop, offering a comprehensive range of 
aftersales services, from MOTs to fixed-price servicing on all 
models.

Johnsons Cars
25 Station Road, Knowle, Solihull,  
West Midlands B93 0HL or visit us at johnsonscars.co.uk/knowle

Call us today on 01564 454 051

Johnsons Cars
Trusted, Quality Service

For Sales, Service or Parts enquiries call us today on 
01564 454 051, or if you’re passing pop in for a coffee 
and one of our friendly team will assist you. 

Johnsons Knowle should be your first stop 
when looking for a pre-owned vehicle.
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www.classiccarpetcleaners.co.uk  

Classic Carpet Cleaning
For further information please contact
Telephone:  0121 682 7450 or Mobile: 07980 172963

Save 50% off all Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning.

Why not take advantage of 
our great offers:

Normal Discount
Lounge £50 £25
Landing 
& Stairs   
Bedroom £32 £16
3 Piece 
Suite     £100 £50

 JULY OFFERS

£52 £26

A professional, reliable and friendly chimney sweep 
service based in the West Midlands, offering...

• A powered sweeping system for residential       
and commercial properties

• A smoke check and Certificate of Chimney    
Sweep upon completion

• Chimney / flue inspections, cleaning and 
certifying

• Advice on wood burners and chimney liners 

Whether you have an open fire, a woodburning 
stove or an Aga/Rayburn, we can offer advice on 
how to safely heat your home

For advice and appointments please call 
Andy Kirby on 07974 087 549 or email                 
andy@ardenchimneysweeps.co.uk

Arden Chimney Sweeps Member of the 
National Association 
of Chimney Sweeps



To advertise call Zoe on 07557 220585 or zoe@dorridgedirectory.com                           JULY  2017  41  

cleaning services

 

 We are your extra pair of hands!
 
•  Flexible cleaning service – ranging from one-off spring    
 cleans to regular cleans with your own dedicated lady.

•  More than just a cleaning business – let us help with ironing, shopping,  
 in fact most household tasks. The list is endless …. Just ask!

•  Our team have many years experience and have been 
 carefully vetted and interviewed in their own homes.

•  We are proud of the standards our team work to and all ladies 
 have an excellent reputation within the local area.
 

Allow us to ease the pressure of
keeping up with your domestic chores

Please give me a call to chat through your requirements.

Call Lorna on 0785 4071892
villagedomestic@gmail.com

We have full comprehensive public & employers liability insurance 

•  Small established cleaning and domestic help business
•  Provide dedicated, friendly & 
 trustworthy local ladies (CRB checked)
•  Take pride in high standards and 
 caring for customers' homes
•  Regular service or one off spring cleans
•  Ironing service available
•  References available
•  Comprehensive insurance
•  Costs are not subject to VAT

Dorridge & Knowle 
Domestic Cleaning Services

For a FREE, no obligation quote, 
please call Sue on 07809 567264
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Whatever your idea is of time well spent, we’re pretty sure it doesn’t 
include cleaning. That’s our job. Merry Maids  give you back the time you 
want to concentrate on the things that you enjoy. 

Contact Merry Maids on 0121 340 3150

Instant quote & booking with Merry Maids 
NEW online shop & get 15% OFF* 
when using discount code ‘Solilaunch15’

.co.uk

• Trained & uniformed teams
• Satisfaction guaranteed

• Insured for your protection
• Equipment & supplies provided

NEW!!
 instant customised 

online quote & booking

ORDER ONLINE

Build your clean, 

your way.

*when you book online and use the discount code ‘Solilaunch15’. Valid until 31/08/2017 with Merry Maids of Solihull. Offer must be used at the time of booking. Only valid for new customers. Not to be used 
in conjunction with any other offer.

CALL TODAY FOR 
A FREE CONSULTATION

01564 339 967
www.brightandbeautifulhome.com/henley-in-arden

* 1 hour 
of ironing

PLEASE QUOTE CODE: AD2

KEEP THE HOLIDAY 
FEELING AT HOME WITH 
HOUSEKEEPING FROM 

BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL

Bright & Beautiful is an affordable regular 
housekeeping service, we ensure your home is 
beautifully clean and tidy and can even take 

care of the laundry and ironing.  
Everything but room service really!

*up to 1 hour of iro
nin

g

FREE 
Basket of 
Ironing*





think social media.
think management.
call hotlobster.
What Hotlobster offers you:
 

 Social Media Management

 Responsive Website Design

 Graphic Design

 Branding

 Marketing

 Print Production

 Good Coffee!

studio@hotlobster.uk.com

0121 369 1977
www.hotlobster.uk.com



think social media.
think management.
call hotlobster.
What Hotlobster offers you:
 

 Social Media Management

 Responsive Website Design

 Graphic Design

 Branding

 Marketing

 Print Production

 Good Coffee!

studio@hotlobster.uk.com

0121 369 1977
www.hotlobster.uk.com
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S
ummer concerts 
for families have 
never been more 
popular. Whether 
your tastes extend 

to the classics, jazz, pop or 
folk there will be an outdoor 
event to suit your family. 

Most young children will not 
mind which genre you choose. 
What they’ll love is the idea of 
a leisurely picnic, a chance 
to run around outside and 
possibly sideshows like jugglers, 
magicians and face painters.

If you’re a summer concert 
virgin and you’re not sure how 
your offspring will behave, 
try a free concert in a local 
park first off. You will feel 
more relaxed and they can 
clap and sing along without 
you worrying that their antics 
might disturb other people.

But even larger, more 
formal concerts tend to be 
rather informal. It’s probably 
best that your kids are 
versed in basic etiquette like 
not running through other 
people’s picnic areas and not 
throwing food or scrapping 
with siblings, but with a dose 
of general good manners 
normal lively behaviour is well 
tolerated at such events.

Most concerts tend to 
take place in large fields 

anyway so there’s plenty of 
room for running around 
and even outdoor games 
such as frisbees and football, 
providing they’re played well 
away from the main crowd.

Evening concerts are really 
exciting for children. Being 
allowed to stay up past 
normal bedtime is always 
a thrill and as night falls 
and people light candles 
and lanterns the scene 
becomes magical. Also 
many evening concerts 
have a firework finale. Then 
there’s the excitement of 
finding your car in the dark 
with your torch. What more 
could a child want?

Tips for Outdoor Concerts
Choose to sit further back 
from the stage than you 

would if you were alone. 
Dedicated concert goers 
and those without children 
tend to sit near the front and 
they might not take kindly 
to boisterous youngsters. 
Sitting further back gives you 
all more room to stretch 
out and wander around.

Take small amounts of lots 
of different foods. Variety 
will keep them interested.

Take folding chairs, 
sunscreen, hats, insect 
repellent or citronella candles 
and lots of rugs. Comfort 
is important, especially 
as the sun disappears.

A flask of hot chocolate is 
a winner when the evening 
air takes on a chill.

Some glowsticks or 
lanterns will make the 
event extra special.

summer concerts
Just add children!
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CINEMA

Gifted
from 16 July 
Frank is tasked with raising his 
niece, but she’s not an ordinary 
child – she’s ‘Gifted’.  When she 
goes to school, her teachers quickly 
discover that she’s a mathematical 
prodigy. Her grandmother wants 
to send her to a special academy 
for gifted students, but Frank is 
determined for her to have a 
normal life and enjoy being a kid. 

Captain 
Underpants  
from 28 July 
Mr. Krupp is the 
mean-spirited 
head teacher 
at George 
and Harold’s 
school. But after they finally 
get sick of him, they hypnotise 
him and transform him into 
‘Captain Underpants’. 
The Captain is a kind-hearted 
and elastic-banded superhero 
that they created for the comic 
they’re working on, and he’s 
dedicated to protecting the 

innocent and punishing evil. 
While wearing nothing but his 
underpants and a cape. 

Dunkirk
from 21 July 
400,000 Allied 
soldiers were 
trapped on the 
beach at ‘Dunkirk’, 
surrounded by 
the German army 
in the early days of the Second 
World War. And they needed 
to be evacuated. France had 
been overrun, and the Allied 
army had been defeated and 
trapped. In a desperate effort 
to save the troops, more than 
800 boats – from military ships to 
tiny civilian fishing boats – came 
to help with the evacuation 
that would become known 
as the Miracle of Dunkirk. 

To book please visit  
www.cineworld.co.uk

THEATRE
The Core Theatre, Solihull  
(formerly Solihull Arts Complex)

Bedazzled 
Friday 21 and Saturday 
22 July, 6.30pm 
StarStruck Performing Arts are 
proud to be showcasing their 
talented students in BEDAZZLED! 
This variety show includes musical 
theatre, dance and drama, from 
traditional family favourites right 
up to modern day musicals.

The Little Mix Experience 
Friday 28th July 1pm and 6pm 
If you’re a fan of one of X Factor’s 
finest exports you’re sure to L.O.V.E. 
The Little Mix Experience! Four 
hugely talented girls pay tribute to 
one of the UK’s finest Girl-Bands. 
With breath-taking dance moves, 
replica costumes and some of the 
finest vocals in the UK, this is a high-
energy show from beginning to end, 
packed with all of Little Mix’s greatest 
hits and suitable for all ages! 

The Jungle Book 
Friday 4 August 2.30pm 
The Jungle Book, presented by 
Katch 22 Theatre Productions who 
specialise in family shows in schools, 
cruise lines and holiday camps in 
the UK and abroad. In this classic 
tale the boy who was raised by 
wolves is growing fast and curious 
about ‘man’. His journey takes 
him through the jungle meeting 
characters like Baloo, Shere Khan 
and those pesky monkeys too!  

To book please visit www.
thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk

a taster of what’s on in july & august...summer concerts
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High Value
Home Insurance 
from your local, specialist insurance brokers 

Edwards Insurance Brokers is a trading name of David Edwards Insurance Brokers Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Registered in England & Wales: 5055612. Registered office: 1 Rotten Row Barns, 1957 Warwick Road, Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands, B93 0DX

www.edwardsinsurance.co.uk
 01564 730 900    enquiries@edwardsinsurance.co.uk

• Based in Knowle and o�ering a very personal and local service •

We �ovide m�e than insurance, we �ovide peace of mind.



independence ● expertise ● integrity

legal services for your
life&business

SOLIHULL
4 Drury Lane, Solihull, 

West Midlands B91 3BD   
Tel: 0121 705 7571

DORRIDGE
17-19 Station Approach, 

Dorridge, West Midlands B93 8JA   
Tel: 01564 779393

www.wallacerobinson.co.uk
enquiries@wallacerobinson.co.uk

Company & Commercial Law  ● Wills, Probate & Trusts  ● Lasting Powers of Attorney 
Landlord & Tenant  ● Employment Law  ● Family & Collaborative Law  

Commercial Property  ● Dispute Resolution ● Residential Property

established 1855

please see our 
website for full 
details of our 
services & 
current offers...

Please scan this QR 
code into your handheld 

device for more 
information on 

Wallace Robinson& Morgan
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Exceptional
vision ...

“A professional service
 dealt with by delightful,
 helpful professionals..    ”

Are you looking for a legal
adviser that delivers wise and
effective solutions?

Look no further.

Sydney Mitchell is a trusted
Legal 500 law firm that will
watch over your legal affairs.watch over your legal affairs.

We ensure that you receive
quality legal advice.



1705 High Street,
Knowle, Solihull B93 0LN

Richard Arney
Solicitor, TEP

Caroline Wilden
Solicitor

For more information or a no
obligation chat call us on:

01564 758055
www.probate-solicitors.co.uk

Wills & Trusts
Lasting Powers of Attorney
Probate & Estate Planning

Inheritance Tax Issues
Asset Protection

Specialist
Advice



This year I decided to buy an all-weather seat for my garden. Bizarrely I didn’t 

actually have a permanent place to sit where I could admire my hard work. 

T
here is an art to 
choosing and placing 
garden seating. First 
decide whether you 
want to sit in full sun, 

or dappled shade. Watch the 
path of the sun and make a 
note of which particular parts 
of the garden are illuminated 
at each time of day.

Think about when you will sit 
in you garden. Will you want 
to eat breakfast out there? If 
so pop a seat and little table 
in a spot which catches the 
morning sun. If like many of 
us the only chance you get 
to sit out is during the evening 
then look for an area which 
is bathed in golden light of 

late afternoon. Would you 
like to dine out doors in the 
evening? Can you make 
room for a table, and would 
a patio heater be a good 
investment, so you can make 

the most of the setting.
If the only area you can 

place a bench is in baking 
sun then it’s good to place 
some sort of overhead 
structure. It can be as simple 
or elaborate as you like. Sawn 
tanalised timbers can be 
used to make a very simple 
frame over which you can 
train a vine or climber. Use 
galvanised screws and it 
should last 20 years, providing 
a delightful place to rest.

Choose all-weather furniture 
for ease of use unless you 
have oodles of storage 
space for the winter months. 
Plastic is cheap but can look 

take a seat
garden services
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take a seat
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garden services 

•Patios & Landscaping 

•Fencing 
•Lawn Mowing  

•Hedges & Trees 
 

Fully Insured, 100% reliable

 

very tacky. There are some 
wonderful synthetic wicker 
style pieces available now 
though, and excellent metal 
furniture which requires no 
care at all. My favourite 
material is wood though 
mostly this does require 
ongoing maintenance. I 
did discover some rather 
attractive polystyrene slatted 
furniture on an aluminium 
frame which looked 
remarkably like the real deal. 
If finances allow you can 
buy beautiful teak wood 
furniture which requires very 
little in the way of after care.

Try before you buy! Yes 

you want your furniture 
to look wonderful but the 
most important factor is 
comfort. Are the seats 
wide enough? Is there 
enough back support? 
Does it come with pads?

Finally, to bring a touch 
of indoor comfort and 
style to an outdoor area I 
discovered outdoor rugs! 

Yes really. Made from long-
lasting material, outdoor 
rugs can cope with rain or 
shine. They are made from 
robust, resistant, easy-care 
synthetic fibres, which absorb 
minimal moisture and which 
dry quickly afterwards. They 
don’t fade even when 
exposed to bright sunlight 
and are cleaned easily by 
vacuuming, with a broom, 
or by beating them. I was 
a sceptic, but I think I’m a 
convert and bought a little 
one to place in front of my 
bench. My dog loves it!

By Rachael Leverton
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Preparation time: 1-2 hours
Cooking time: 30 mins to 1 hour
Serves: 4-8

Ingredients: 
1.5kg/4lb free-range chicken
4 spring onions, sliced
6 garlic cloves, peeled, left whole
1 tbsp sea salt
10 whole black or green peppercorns or a mixture

For the sauce: 
1 tbsp vegetable oil
1 onion, chopped
1 tbsp curry powder
1 tbsp tomato purée
85ml/3fl oz red wine
150ml/¼pint water
1 bay leaf
salt and freshly ground black pepper
caster sugar
2 slices lemon
squeeze of lemon juice
425ml/15fl oz good-quality mayonnaise
2 tbsp apricot purée (You can make 
your own by blending 4-5 ready-to-eat 
dried apricots with 3 tbsp water)
3 tbsp whipped cream

To serve:
1 tbsp roughly chopped coriander
Boiled rice

Method
Place the chicken into a large saucepan with 
a tight-fitting lid. Cover with water and add the 
spring onions, garlic, salt and peppercorns.
bring to the boil uncovered and simmer for 30 minutes. 
Turn the chicken once during this time. Cover with the 
lid and turn off the heat. Leave for one hour. Remove 
the chicken, allow to cool completely, and then tear 
the chicken from the bones and chop into chunks.
For the sauce, heat the oil in a pan over a medium 
heat. Add the onion and cook gently for 3-4 
minutes until translucent. Add the curry powder 
and cook for a further two minutes, stirring well. Add 
the tomato purée, wine, water and bay leaf.
Bring the mixture to the boil. Season with salt and 
freshly ground black pepper, then add the sugar, 
lemon slices and lemon juice, to taste. Reduce the 
heat and simmer uncovered, for 5-10 minutes. Strain 
the sauce through a sieve and set aside to cool.
Once cold fold in the mayonnaise and apricot 
purée, to taste. Add more lemon juice if required 
and then finally fold in the whipped cream.
Arrange the chicken on a large platter, pour the 
sauce over the top, sprinkle with the coriander 
and serve immediately, with rice or salad.

coronation 
chicken
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recipe time

A Retro Summer 
Supper
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puzzle time

WIN 2 tickets   
to see Dotty the Dragon

Thursday 31 August 
The Core Theatre, Solihull (formerly Solihull Arts Complex)

For your chance to win these tickets, worth £20, visit the Core Theatre website page for this 
event - www.thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk - to find the answer to this question: 

What type of dragon is Dotty?
Email your answer to: thecoretheatre@solihull.gov.uk – and please 

put ‘Dotty Competition’ as the subject line
Closing date for entries is 14th August and the winner will be drawn at 

random and notified by email after this date. 

About the Show:
Dotty lives in a dusty old castle with her grumpy dad, Mr Dragon. She loves to watch the children 

playing in the village below, and wishes she could play with them, too!  One day Dotty has a 
brilliant idea - she will fly down to the village and say hello! After all, everybody loves surprises, 
don’t they? But will Dotty make new friends, or will the village folk chase her back home again?

  Little people aged 3 + will love this funny, heart-warming tale of true friendship!
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christmas survival

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  
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suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

crossword
clues

answers on page 60

puzzle time
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Suduko Solution
from page 59

Crossword Solution
from page 59

Mindbenders Solution
from page 11

Accountants
49	 Angel Accounting 	 0121 251 2285

Architects 
9	 Progression 	 01564 730191

Bathrooms
2	 Bathrooms Galore	 0121 783 9966
20	 EH Smith	 0121 713 7100
37	 OT Bathrooms	 0121 707 8612

Blinds & Curtains 
11	 Tudor Rose Curtains	 0121 445 2072
25	 Grange Blinds	 01564 702036

Builders 
10	 Parkfield Building Service 	0121 241 2959

Car Services 
1	 Easylease	 0121 693 0573
18	 Crossroads Service 
	 Station 	 01564 703225
39	 Johnsons Cars	 01564 454081

Care Services
62 	 Lady Katherine Housing 	01564 772850

Carpets
27	 Don Mander	 01564 700 200
27	 Ian Hounsell 	 01564 772324

Central Heating / 
Gas Services / Boilers 
22	 All Aspects 	 0121 243 3977
25	 Stephen Smith & Son	 01564 200119

Childcare
12	 The Courtyard 
	 Nursery School	 07512 107116
13	 Hampton in Arden 
	 Pre-School	 07527 006386

Cleaning Services
15	 LAP Mobile Jet Washing	01564 776659
40	 Classic Carpet 
	 Cleaning	 0121 682 7450
40	 Arden Chimney Sweeps	 07974 087549
41	 Dorridge & Knowle 
	 Domestic Cleaning 
	 Services 	 07809 567264

41	 Village Domestic 
	 Cleaning 	 07854 071892
42	 Bright & Beautiful	 07702 820613 
42	 Merry Maids 	 0121 340 3150

Computer Services
15	 Byte Support	 0790 151 2544

Drives
21	 Central Driveways	 0121 702 1456
29	 Dimension Landscape 
	 & Driveways	 0121 733 1463

Estate Agents 
64	 Primus	 01564 777314

Events 
5	 Summer Fest
6	 Hatton County World 	 01926 843411
7 	 Becketts Farm 	 01564 823402
63	 Nailcote Hall 	 02476 466174

Fascias & Gutters 
28	 Proline	 0800 956 1315

Fireplaces
35 	 Woodglow	 0121 707 2306

Garden Centres / Services
29	 Dimension Landscape 
	 & Driveways	 0121 733 1463
55	 Hampton Gardening 	 01675 446174
56	 Oakland Group	 0700 598 2828

Graphic Design 
44	 Hotlobster Design Ltd	 07527 190368

Health & Beauty & Wellbeing
11	 Equanimity CBT	 0844 693 1282
14	 sk:n	 0330 037 2545

Insurance 
50	 Edwards Insurance 	 01564 730900

Interior Design 
26	 Knowle Interiors	 01564 772544	

Jobs 
19	 Classic Interiors 

Kitchens 
20	 EH Smith	 0121 713 7100
26	 Cucina Kitchens	 01564 783007

Memorials 
48	 Yardley Memorials	 0121 706 2473

Painter & Decorator
24	 Bill Boyce	 0121 744 0040

Plastering 
28	 Adkins Plastering 	 07977 354323

Plumbing
3	 Knowle Domestic 
	 Appliance Repairs	 01564 730183
22	 All Aspects 	 0121 243 3977
25	 Stephen Smith & Son	 01564 200119
34	 Cullen Plumbing & Tiling	07896 862916

Property / Land
33	 Damson Homes 	 0121 709 0539

Roofing
24	 C Stevens Roofing 	 0121 733 1276

Shopping 
8	 Yew Tree Farm 	 01564 792701
16	 Hoar Park 	 024 7639 4433

Solicitors
51	 Wallace Robinson 
	 Morgan Solicitors	 0121 705 7571
52	 Sydney Mitchell 	 0121 746 3300
53	 Probate Solicitors	 01564 758055

Windows & Doors  
30/31 Mainstream 	 01564 320013
32	 David Cannon 	 0121 772 5557
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Mindbenders Solution
from page 11

useful numbers 

local police 
contact
for knowle & dorridge

Sergeant Mike Lloyd

Telephone: 101 ext 891 6011
Email: knowledorridge@west-midlands.ppn.police.uk

Health

NHS non-emergency 		  111

Dorridge Surgery			   01564 776262

Knowle Surgery			   0121 796 2777

Solihull Hospital			   0121 424 2000

Spire Parkway Hospital 		  0845 850 1451

Council 

Solihull Council 			   0121 704 6000

Utilities

Electricity power cut 		  0800 6783 105

Gas leak 			   0800 111 9999

Severn Trent Water		  024 7771 5000

Severn Trent Water (emergencies)	 0800 783 4444

Travel 

National Rail Enquiries 		  03457 48 49 50

Network West Midlands (buses)	 0345 303 6760

LOCAL COUNCILLORS 
DORRIDGE & HOCKLEY HEATH 
Ian Courts 
Tel: 01676 535490
icourts@solihull.gov.uk

Andrew Mackiewicz
Tel: 01564 230294
amackiewicz@solihull.gov.uk

Ken Meeson
Tel: 01564 777772
kmeeson@solihull.gov.uk

KNOWLE 
Diana Holl-Allen MBE
Tel: 01675 443112
dhallen@solihull.gov.uk

Jeff Potts
Tel: 01564 774804
jpotts@solihull.gov.uk

Alan Rebeiro
Tel: 01564 200047

arebeiro@solihull.gov.uk

Councillor surgeries are held quarterly at Knowle Library, please contact the library (01564 775840) for 
the next date and if you wish to book a meeting with a local councillor.
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useful information & telephone numbers
important numbers
Police
Solihull Police Helpdesk  0845 113 5000

Health
NHS Direct           0845 4647
The Dorridge Practice        01564 776262
Arden Medical Centre      01564 739194
Blythe Practice                          01564 779280
Solihull Hospital                        0121 424 2000
Spire Parkway Hospital             0121 704 1451

Council
Solihull Council                           0121 704 6000
Neighbourhood Co-ordinator   0121 704 8304

Utilities
Electricity power Loss                     0800 328 1111
Gas Leak                                 0800 111 999
Severn Trent Water                    08457 500 500
BT Faultline                               0800 800 151

Travel
National Rail Enquiries                 08457 484950
London Midland Trains                0121 634 2040
Chiltern Railways                         08456 005 165
Bus Traveline                          0871 200 22 33

Sheltered & Residential 
Accommodation & Care
Lady Katherine Housing &
Care—Temple Balsall         01564 772415

local councillors

Dorridge & Hockley Heath
Ian Courts 
Tel: 01676 535490
icourts@solihull.gov.uk

Andrew Mackiewicz
Tel: 01564 230294
amackiewicz@solihull.gov.uk

Ken Meeson
Tel: 01564 777772
kmeeson@solihull.gov.uk

Knowle 
Mrs Diana Holl-Allen
Tel: 01676 529255
dhollallen@solihull.gov.uk

Jeffrey Potts
Tel: 01564 774804
jpotts@solihull.gov.uk

Alan Rebeiro
Tel: 01564 200047
arebeiro@solihull.gov.uk

Councillor Surgeries are held on the first
Saturday of the month 10.30am-12pm at
Knowle library  - Call 01564 775840 to 
book an appointment

local police contact
for knowle & dorridge
Sergeant Glenn Mernagh 
Telephone: 0345 113 5000 ext 7928 6666 
Email: knowledorridge@westmidlands.pnn.police.uk

Tuesday 3rd September, 10am to 12noon, 
Cuppa with a Copper, Dorridge Café
Friday 16th August, 9.30am to 11.30am, 
Cuppa with a Copper, Bentley Heath Country Market
Monday 19th August, 1pm to 3pm, 
Beat Surgery, Knowle Library
Monday 2nd September, 1pm to 3pm, 
Beat Surgery, Knowle Library

useful numbers
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Lady Katherine Housing & Care 

!  

The Court Of Lady Katherine Leveson   
Sheltered	Housing	

(Live	independently	with	the	added	value	of	support	on	site)	

Residen0al	Care	
(Have	your	personal	care	needs	met	in	a	truly	unique	and	vibrant	Care	Home)	

Respite	Care	
(Come	and	have	a	short	break	with	us	or	give	your	loved	one	a	short	

holiday	with	us	while	you	have	a	break)	

Enablement	
(Spend	some	quality	0me	with	us	a;er	a	hospital	stay,	build	up	your	

strength	for	that	return	home)	

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
contact 

 Chris Mundell       Kevin Allen 
 Fundraising & Marketing Officer    Registered Care Manager 
 01564 772415       01564 772850                                   
 cmundell@leveson.org.uk     kallen@leveson.org.uk 

Temple Balsall, Knowle, Solihull, B93 0AN 
       Company No. 7890553                   www.leveson.org.uk            Registered Charity 1146710
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info@nailcotehall.co.uk
Nailcote Lane, Berkswell, Warwickshire CV7 7DE

TICKET PRICES INCLUDE 3 COURSE MEAL - WE WILL CATER FOR ANY SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT

at Nailcote Hall Hotel
in                     &

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO SEE FULL DETAILS
www.nailcotehall.co.uk

BOOKING HOTLINE CALL: 02476 466174

BRITISH PAR3 CHAMPIONSHIP
TUESDAY 8TH - FRIDAY 11TH AUGUST 2017

NAILCOTE HALL GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB, WARWICKSHIRE - To register for free tickets please visit www.britishpar3.com

JULY 2017
Sat 8th      ‘MAMMA MIA’ PARTY with ‘SENSATION’ AN ABBA TRIBUTE                                                  £35.00

Fri 14th       MOTOWN DIVAS SHOW with THE DREAMETTES                                                                         £32.50

Fri 21st       THE HOT SUMMER PARTY with ‘FAKE THAT’                                                                                35.00

SEPTEMBER 2017
Fri 8th       OLLY MURS & BRUNO MARS PARTY with ROBBIE GLENN                                                       £32.50

Sun 10th    PERFECT BRIDES WEDDING FAYRE at NAILCOTE HALL                                                    -

Fri 15th       ‘MOTOWN’ PARTY with THE BROTHERS OF SOUL                                                                       £39.50

Sat 23rd     SWINGING 60’s & MOTOWN PARTY with THE KRYSTALETTES                                                £32.50

Sat 30th     PINK BALL AT THE HALL with NAT AUGUSTIN’S SOUL TRAIN BAND                                     £49.50

OCTOBER 2017
Sat 7th      ‘BACK TO THE 80’s’ PARTY with 80’s EXPERIENCE                                                                    £39.50

Fri 13th       ‘LENNON AND McCARTNEY’ with THE LENNON AND McCARTNEY EXPERIENCE              £32.50

Sat 21st      THE ‘BEE GEES’ SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER PARTY with STAYIN’ ALIVE                                 35.00

NOVEMBER 2017
Sat 11th    MOTOWN DIVAS SHOW with THE DREAMETTES                                                                         £32.50

Sat 25th     THE SNOWBALL ‘BLACK TIE’ PARTY NIGHT with THE SOUNDATIONS                                   £49.50
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ESTATE AGENTS

www.primusestateagents.co.uk

2 Forest Court, Dorridge, B93 8FG (next to Sainsburys)

01564 777314

hello@primusestateagents.co.uk

CLICK OR CALL,
WE DO IT ALL!

105% OF
ASKING PRICES

ACHIEVED
 Reviews from Both our 
Vendors and Purchasers

�����

‘… From start to 
finish a First 
class service’
Mr Smith 2017

‘…Would 
recommend you 

to anyone’
Mr & Mrs Fitter 2017 

‘…went above 
and beyond’

Mr Rahman 2017
 

‘…Excellent 
service’ 

Miss Hill 2017 
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