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THIS CHRISTMAS

Solihull brings you into the festive season with a 
traditional and warm welcome. This year the town 

centre will showcase a brand new 14-day 
Christmas market (23rd November – 6th 

December) with a variety of Christmas gifts, food 
and drinks on offer. It doesn’t just end there, the 
town centre will be alive with 3 wise men and their 

camels, balloon modelling elves, Dickensian 
characters, stilt walkers, choirs, a grotto in 

Touchwood, a charity gift wrapping service in Mell 
Square and much more. 

Keep an eye on our website for dates and times.

SOLIHULL 
THIS CHRISTMAS

WWW.SOLIHULLBID.CO.UK
0121 285 1370



Preparing & Sharing Local Food 
Join us in our fantastic first floor restaurant with stunning views over rolling countryside. 

Serving Breakfast and Lunch daily as well as Dinner Thursday to Saturday and our traditional 
Roasts on Sunday afternoon. 

Subscribe at www.thebarnatberryfields.co.uk for offers, events and more! 
The Barn . Berryfields Farm . Meriden . CV7 7LB            Tel: 01676 522 155

Restaurant Opening Hours 
Mon - Wed  9am to 5pm 
Thurs - Sat  9am to 11pm 

Sunday  10am to 5pm 

eat@thebarnatberryfields.co.uk 

************ 
Farm Shop Opening Hours 
Mon - Fri  9am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  9am to 5pm 
Sunday  10am to 4pm 

shop@thebarnatberryfields.co.uk 

thebarnatberryfields.co.uk

Festive Menu 
Visit our website 

to see our Christmas menu  
& to book a table 

Available between  
23rd Nov - 23rd Dec 2017 

Winter Warmers 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 

from 4pm to 7pm  
Buy two drinks & enjoy the 

cheapest drink free!  
* Offer available on all draught 

beers & wines served by the glass  

Order your turkey 
today from The 

Barn At Berryfields 
Farm Shop 

Order in store or 
call                 

01676 522 155
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Warwick Printing Company

By the time this arrives Christmas will only be 6 
weeks away! Check out page 6 to see what local 
Christmassy events are on. If you fancy treating 
yourself to a night out before the main event, find 
out what’s on at the cinema and the Core theatre 
in November on page 11. Have a look through the 
magazine too as some of our advertisers are holding 
their own local Christmas events and would love your 
support.  You’ve just about got time to make any last-
minute changes to your home in time for Christmas 
so remember to support local businesses as they 
really value their customers – we have a great 
collection of local tradespeople and businesses who 
are local and are looking for your custom. 
Here’s hoping the pre-Christmas build up isn’t too 
hectic and that you find the time to relax, maybe 
over a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie! 

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.knowleanddorridgedirectory.com

Welcome to the November issue of  
The Knowle & Dorridge Directory.  

contents
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christmas is coming

Answer Machine: 

    sj@tudorrosecurtains.co.uk 

             www.tudorrosecurtains.co.uk

                  No job too big 
                      or too small

call for a free no obligation quotation

      local interior designer

Sarah J Harper 

Tudor Rose Curtains
Curtains and Blinds

designed and made for you!

 

                         

check out 
Tudor Rose Curtains 
on facebook

07518 851063

0121 445 2072

Answers on page 60
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local events

Christmas Craft Fair  
Saturday 18th November, 
10.30am – 4.00pm
Bentley Heath Community 
Centre, B93 9BQ
There will be a selection of 
stalls selling Christmas gifts and 
decorations, as well as a Cake and 
Home Produce Stall, Tombola and 
Bottle Stall.  Refreshments will be 
available all day. Father Christmas 
will be visiting too! In aid of St. Philip’s 
Building For the Future Project.

Knowle Dorridge 
and Bentley Heath 
Neighbourhood 
Forum (KDBH)
Discover YOUR 
Neighbourhood Plan! 
Arden Academy, Station 
Road, Knowle 
Saturday 25th November 
10am – 2pm 
Two years in the making, 1,000’s of 
inputs from local residents and 
businesses and 10,000+ hours of 
in-depth analysis on our villages - 
the Plan will shape all development 
in the community. See what is being 
proposed and add your comments 
by attending an Exhibition at 
Arden Academy on Saturday, 25 
November 2017 - visit anytime 
between 10am-2pm.

Christmas Party Nights  
St Johns Hotel, 651 
Warwick Road, Solihull 
1st – 31st December 
Bring your party to our party at 
the St Johns Hotel! 3 course meal 
with a glass of sparkling wine on 
arrival. Only £35 per person. 
Call 0121 711 3000 for  
more details. 

The Strolling Players  
Knowle Village Hall 
Saturday 9th December 7.30pm 
Presenting a concert of “Songs, 
Old and New”. There will be 
songs from the shows, folk songs, 
and old and new favourites to 
enjoy. Tickets £8 each from David 
Duggins - 01564 772071 - or from 
any of the Players. The Players are 
supporting the Guide Dogs for the 
Blind Association at this concert.

25th Lions Festive Walk   
Baddesley Clinton House
Wednesday 27th December
Walk off your Christmas pudding. 
Bring your friends and relatives, 
just turn up and make a donation 
– that’s the invitation from Knowle 
and Dorridge Lions. This year’s 
special 25th FREE Festive Walk 
from Baddesley Clinton National 
Trust House offers a choice of 3, 
6 or 9 mile signed circular routes 
and an opportunity to help the 
Lions raise funds for the new 
Solihull Breast Haven Centre, 
Headway (Birmingham & Solihull), 
and other local causes. Details & 
registration form online at www.
KnowleandDorridgeLions.com/
walk or call 08458 335 894.

community events

KNOWLE LIBRARY
•  Jellybeans - held monthly 

on a Thursday morning for 
story-time and rhymes for the 
under 5’s

•  Alphabet Club - and story-
time session for the under 5’s, 
held on alternate Mondays at 
2 - 2.30pm

•  Knowle Readers Circle - 
meet monthly on Fridays at 
2.15pm

•  Knowle Society - available 
each Saturday morning for  
 

 

local history enquiries
•  Under-fives Rhyme Time - 

every Friday at 2pm
•  Coffee mornings - on the first 

Thursday of the month at 10.30 
- 11.30am

•  New monthly Saturday Craft 
Club - for ages 10 - 12 years at 
11am – 12noon

     www.solihull.gov.uk/Resident/
Libraries/Find-a-library/
knowlelibrary
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p
chartered town planners

p
At Progression we are also Chartered Town Planners and members of the Royal Town Planning Institute.
We specialise in dealing with planning applications and negotiating with the Local Authorities. We also 
prepare, submit and attend Planning Appeals, where applications are refused, putting our case forward 
from an applicant’s point of view.

As we aAs we are also Architects, we tend to think through our solutions creatively, at times from a perspective 
that is not immediately apparent. As Arboriculturists, we work together where tree issues meet planning 
issues, such as Tree Preservation Orders.

www.progressionarchitects.com

info@progressionarchitects.com
01564 730 191

www.progressiontownplanning.com

info@progressiontownplanning.com
01564 730 191

p pt+

“envisioning ideal layout”

“designing 
your 

dream space”

“taking the 
stress out of 

construction”

“a bespoke building designed for you”

Chartered Architects Gary Winn RIBA 
and Dean Poulton RIBA are Progression 
Architects and have been based in 
Solihull since 1992. They are about to 
celebrate 25 years in practice.

The practice specialises in the design of 
domestic house extensions, one off houses 
and conversions, although they also have 
some corporate blue chip clients.

They oThey offer an initial free appraisal of your 
project, within the solihull area, where their 
wealth of experience can be offered to 
examine your initial ideas and work with you 
to progress your ideas into a design.
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B R I N G  Y O U R  PA RT Y  T O  O U R  PA RT Y !

info@nailcotehall.co.uk
Nailcote Lane, Berkswell, Warwickshire CV7 7DE

TICKET PRICES INCLUDE 3 COURSE MEAL - WE WILL CATER FOR ANY SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT

at Nailcote Hall Hotel
in                     &

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO SEE FULL DETAILS
www.nailcotehall.co.uk

BOOKING HOTLINE CACAC LL: 02476 466174

NOVEMBER 2017
Sat 11th   MOTOWN DIVAVAV S SHOW with THE DREAMETTES                                                    £32.50

Sat 25th   THE SNOWBALL PAPAP RTY NIGHT with THE SOUNDATIONS                                        £39.50

DECEMBER 2017
Fri 1st      THE ‘TATAT KE THATATA ’ SPECTATAT CULAR with ‘TAKE@THAT’                                             £39.50

Fri 1st      THE XMAS ‘MAMMA MIA’ PAPAP RTY with BOOTLEG ABBA                                         £37.50

Sat 2nd    CHRISTMAS ‘MOTOWN’ PAPAP RTY with THE BROTHERS OF SOUL                              £42.50

Sat 2nd    BACK TO THE 60’S PAPAP RTY with THE REVOLVERS                                                   £37.50

Fri 8th      SWINGING 60’s & MOTOWN PAPAP RTY with THE KRYSTALETTES                               £37.50

Fri 8th      CHRISTMAS ‘BACK TO THE 80’s’ PAPAP RTY with 80’s EXPERIENCE                           £42.50

Fri 15th    The BEST ‘PAPAP RTY ANIMALS’ NIGHT with RANG A TANG                                        £39.50

Fri 15th    THE ULTLTL IMATATA E SOUL PAPAP RTY with THE BOOZE BROTHERS                                     £42.50

Sat 16th   ‘HITS OF THE DECADES’ PAPAP RTY with JARZINO                                                      £39.50

Sat 16th   THE XMAS SOUL AND FUNK PAPAP RTY with ‘MARKS BROTHERS’                              £42.50

Tue 19th  OLLYLYL MURS & BRUNO MARS PAPAP RTY with ROBBIE GLENN                                     £35.00

Wed 20th GEORGE BENSON - STEVIE WONDER PAPAP RTY with NAT AUGUSTIN                         £35.00

Thu 21st  THE No.1 ROD STEWAWAW RT TRIBUTE with GARRY PEASE                                          £35.00

Fri 22nd   ‘BACK TO THE 80’s’ XMAS PAPAP RTY with GR80’s                                                      £35.00

Sat 23rd   CHRISTMAS MOTOWN DIVAVAV S SHOW with THE DREAMETTES                                £35.00

Sun 31st  NEW YEARS EVE ‘BLACK TIE’ MOTOWN BALL with THE BROTHERS OF SOUL       £85.00

NH_knowle_dorridge_full_page.qxp_novemberr_2017  30/10/2017  09:49  Page 1
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Christmas
Shopping
as it should be.

Christmas Markets
every weekend from 25th November 2017

 

Late Night Shopping
8th December 2017

b

www.hattonworld.com

up to20%discountfrom 5pm
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Santa’s
Grotto

@ EarlswoodGLC
Every weekend from Saturday 25th November

PLUS Monday 18th to Saturday 23rd December

TICKETS
ON SALE
NOW

For details and to book, visit
www.earlswoodglc.co.uk/grotto

FORSHAW HEATH ROAD | EARLSWOOD | SOLIHULL | B94 5JU
t. 01564 702314 | sales@earlswoodglc.co.uk | www.earlswoodglc.co.uk

EARLSWOOD
GARDEN  &  LANDSCAPE  CENTRE

©



CINEMA

A Bad Mom’s Christmas
from 3rd November  
The bad moms are on a mission to 
reclaim Christmas. We reunite with 
Amy, Kiki and Carla for ‘A Bad Moms 
Christmas’, which finds them sick of 
the challenges of the holiday and 
keen to actually enjoy it for once.

Murder on the 
Orient Express  
from 10th November    
Hercule Poirot must solve a murder 
on a luxury train. A lavish, luxurious 
train journey through Europe 
turns deadly in ‘Murder On The 
Orient Express’, forcing legendary 
detective Hercule Poirot to solve 
the case and find out whodunit.

Only the 
Brave
from 10th 
November  
The Granite 
Mountain 
Hotshots were 
an elite team 
of firefighters 
who 
specialised in dealing with 
wildfires. And in June 2013, 
they met their match with the 
Yarnell Hill Fire. Sparked off by a 
lightning strike, the fire quickly 
grew and threatened to consume 
everything nearby. The Hotshots 
leapt into action to try and stop it 
from destroying their home, and 
many of them gave their lives to 
protect other people from the fire. 

To book please visit  
www.cineworld.co.uk

THEATRE
The Core Theatre, Solihull  
(formerly Solihull Arts Complex)

Jack and the Beanstalk   
Various dates between 8th 
and 31st December
Solihull’s own ‘Mr Panto’ Malcolm 
Stent is treating audiences to one 
final dollop of sparkling fun and 
silliness as he takes to the stage 
in his panto finale... Jack & The 
Beanstalk - after an amazing 
27 year pantomime run.

The Summer of Love 
Friday 17th November  
With original 1960s film footage, 
The Summer Of Love also features 
a full live band performing songs 
such as ‘’California Dreaming’, 
‘San Francisco’, ‘Turn Turn, Turn’, 
’Somebody To Love’, ‘Happy 
Together’, ‘Brown Eyed Girl’, and 
over 40 more classic songs from the 
summer that changed the world.
 

80’s Mania  
Saturday 18th November  
Europe’s Official 1980s Multi-Tribute 
Concert featuring 25 chart topping 
pop icons authentically recreated 
with live band and awesome 
dancers. Performing over 35 chart 
topping smash-hits live in concert, 
with tributes to Duran Duran, The 
Human League, Kim Wilde, Culture 
Club, Madonna, Wham!, Nena, Toni 
Basil, Frankie Goes to Hollywood, 
Bananarama, Dead or Alive, 
Madness and many many more!

To book please visit www.
thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk

a taster of what’s on in november & december ...
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what’s on
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Exceptional
vision ...

“A professional service
 dealt with by delightful,
 helpful professionals..    ”

Are you looking for a legal
adviser that delivers wise and
effective solutions?

Look no further.

Sydney Mitchell is a trusted
Legal 500 law firm that will
watch over your legal affairs.watch over your legal affairs.

We ensure that you receive
quality legal advice.
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01564 779868
07779 804993

info@thedentistsdorridge.co.uk

LET YOUR LIPS DO 
THE TALKING
1ml of Lip Filler

TEETH 
WHITENING

01564 779868
07779 80499307779 80499307779 80499307779 80499307779 80499307779 804993
01564 77986801564 77986801564 77986801564 77986801564 779868
07779 80499307779 80499307779 80499307779 804993

TEETH 
WHITENING

TEETH 
WHITENING

Anti Wrinkle Injections
3 AREAS OF ANTI-WRINKLE 

INJECTIONS
3 AREAS OF ANTI-WRINKLE 

Anti Wrinkle Injections

LET YOUR LIPS DO 

Anti Wrinkle Injections
AREAS OF ANTI-WRINKLE 

Anti Wrinkle Injections

LET YOUR LIPS DO 
THE TALKING
1ml of Lip Filler

TEETH TEETH TEETH 

INJECTIONS

LET YOUR LIPS DO 

save £58
£119

now

Scooter and 
wheelchair waterproof 
capes, covers and 
bags available!

Carry Caddy 
& Tray

Hurrycane 
Folding 
Walking 
Stick

for 
walking 
frames

www.hearingandmobility.com
Don’t delay! Offers only available whilst stocks last - quote ‘local paper’ to qualify

Over 850 items available by mail order catalogue

Stores open 9am-5pm Mon-Saturday

Approved Dealer £11.50
Scooters from only

per week

If registered disabled you can use your 
motability allowance to buy a scooter or 

powerchair.

Single motor. 
Dual motor 
available. 
Many models/
colours

with pocket 
sprung 
mattress

All prices ex VAT unless stated – ask us about VAT exemption. Whilst stocks last. 

with seat & basket

Getting in 
and out of 
the bath 
is easy

Portable Bathlift

Red, Blue, 
Green, 

Black, Grey, 
Purple or Pink

We also 
offer

Hearing 
ChecksFREE

MOBILITY

Visit us 
TODAY 
while 

stocks last!

Skippa Boot ScooterKingsley Riser/
Recliners 4 Wheel Walker Folds easily into your car 

boot

Escape Lite 
Wheelchair

Adjustable Beds

£279
now

£180 save on 
RRP

£39
now

£599
inc VAT.

from

FREE
SURVEY+ 

QUOTE

£749
now

£700 save on 
RRP£69

£20 save on 
RRP

now

save £150
£499
now

£239
now

£180 save on 
RRP

save £150
£849

now
Hurrycane 

Excel G-Logic 
Wheelchair

Freestanding with pivoting 
base for better stability

£29.99
now

NEW!
As seen 
on TV

Double 
bed also available

Stairlifts

Vogue Boot Scooter
Various colours. 
Full suspension.

182-186 Robin Hood Lane, Hall 
Green, Birmingham, B28 OLG 

0121 777 8383
(Near Tesco Express. 
Free parking.)
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MONDAYS 
Body Conditioning

09.20 to 10.20
*Pilates 

10.20 to 11.20
at Downing Hall, Knowle, B93 0JU

                
THURSDAYS 

*Pilates
 09.10 to 10.10 &                                                               

10.20 to 11.20
at Downing Hall, Knowle, B93 0JU  

              

THURSDAYS 
*Pilates

  19.30 to 20.30
at Dorridge Village Hall, Dorridge, B93 8QA

All ages and abilities welcome.  
Pilates taught at 3 levels:

Beginners, Intermediate & Advanced

For fees & term times, go to: 
www.gkpilates.co.uk

*Places are limited and should be pre-booked

To reserve a place, contact Gaynor Kunneke
Fitness Instructor and Registered Osteopath:

Tel or Text: 07729 712038 or
Email: gk.osteopath@outlook.com

LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE
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CROSSROADS SERVICE STATION LTD
A friendly, family-run business since 1969

 
• MOT Testing – Cars & Motorbikes
• Servicing & Repairs
• Air Conditioning Service & Repair
• Diagnostic Service & Repair
• Laser Wheel Alignment
• Tyres – Supplied & Fitted
• Quali�ed & Experienced Sta�
• Courtesy Car or Collection/Delivery available

 599-601 Tanworth Lane, Shirley, Solihull B90 4JE
Tel: 01564 703225
www.crossroadservicestation.co.uk

OPEN 6 DAYS 
A WEEK

MON – FRI 7.30am – 6pm
Sat 7.30am – 1pm

MOT’s while you wait!

VAT No.: 113213041

Cognitive-behavioural therapy (CBT)
T H E  M O D E R N  T H E R A P Y  O F  C H O I C E

Equanimity CBT Ltd: High quality CBT for individuals, the public and independent sectors. GP Referrals Accepted
 

Work related stress? Anxiety? Depression? Low self esteem? 
Compulsive behaviours? Anger management? Adolescent behavioural problems?  

Aggressive driving? Panic attacks? Phobias? Emotional distress?
 

CBT: Not just talking, but making a real difference.

Day and Evening Appointments Available at: 
The Cottage Therapy Centre, Kenilworth 
and Wassell Grove Lane, Hagley. 

Contact: enquiries@equanimitycbt.co.uk  
Telephone 0844 693 1282 for a 
free 15 minute telephone consultation. 
B.A.B.C.P. Accredited CBT Psychotherapist.  
 
Approved Health Care Provider for
AXA-PPP, Aviva, Pruhealth, CIGNA, Simply Health and WPA.  

www.equanimitycbt.co.uk
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Reqistered Charity No: 1.034251 

Places Available! 
Let your children learn, develop and explore in a 

caring, educational and fun-packed environment' 

• From age 2 to school age • Highly qualified, experienced, caring staff
• Free sessions for 2* and 3 year olds** • Rated 'good' by Ofsted (July 2014)

• Sessions from 9.15 - 12.15 Monday to Thursday 

* Please enquire about
2 year old funding eligibility 

** 3 year old funding 
available from the term 

after your child turns 3 

Contact us on: 07527 006 386 or email hiapreschool@gmail.com 
Scout & Guide HQ, Shadowbrook Lane, Hampton-in-Arden B92 ODQ 

TO ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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Lady Katherine Housing & Care 

 

   

 Chris Mundell       

The Foundation of Lady Katherine Leveson is pleased to announce that our care home, 
Lady Katherine Housing and Care, has been rated as Outstanding by the Care 
Quality Commission during their recent inspection visit. This is a wonderful 
achievement as fewer that 2% of care homes nation wide achieve this rating. 

Master of the Foundation Reverend Kathy LloydRoberts said: It is truly refreshing 
to have the hard work and dedication of our wonderful team here recognised. 

At Lady K we believe that we make a real difference to the lives of the older people 
living here in our thriving community. Not only do we provide full residential care 
but also respite care, re-ablement care and sheltered housing for older people.

In our beautiful, tranquil setting the care of older people is only one 
aspect of our work. 

Lady Katherine Church of England Primary School, St Mary the Virgin Church 
of England church and the Old Hall, former headquarters of the Knights Templar 
from the 12th century, all form part of this wonderful place.

If you would like to pay us a visit and meet the team or to request a brochure 
please contact...

 Fundraising & Marketing Officer    
 01564 772415 / 01564 772850                                          
 cmundell@leveson.org.uk      

Temple Balsall, Knowle, Solihull, B93 0AN 

       Company No. 7890553                   www.leveson.org.uk            Registered Charity 1146710
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T
hrough the work of Anna Guerin of France 
and Moina Michael of the USA, both very 
practical women who took Lieutenant 
Colonel John McCrae’s famous poem, 
“In Flanders Fields”, and devised a way 

of raising vital funds for wartime charities. The 
British Legion had been set up the year before 
and the very first French Poppy Appeal – using silk 
poppies made by widows - had raised £106,000. 
In 1921 the first British Poppy appeal was held.  
In the first year the poppies were imported from 
France and there was huge demand as poppies 
quickly became the icons of remembrance. 
The Major made a connection; Remembrance 
Day needed poppies and wounded ex-soldiers 
needed work. In a letter to his parents he spoke 
of using a £2000 cheque he had been given 
to set up a factory to, ‘…give the disabled their 
chance.’ He wrote that he felt the project would 
probably not be successful but that he ought to 
attempt it anyway. 

He set up The Disabled Society in London with 
just five injured ex-servicemen, and in spite of 
his initial lack of optimism, in few years that had 
grown to 350 men. He set up a sister factory in 
Edinburgh to supply poppies to Scotland, and the 
London factory moved to larger premises 
near the Thames in Richmond and was 
renamed The Poppy Factory.

As time went on the needs of 
veterans changed. They wanted to 
work in their own communities, closer to 
their families and to use the many and varied 
skills they had acquired during their careers in the 
armed services, prior to becoming injured.

In 2010, The Poppy Factory began to actively 
help disabled ex-Service find the work they 
wanted in the places they wanted to be. 
It continues to build on its strong historical 
foundations to provide an employability service 
that supports hundreds of ex-Service personnel 
with varying health challenges into meaningful 
employment with businesses across the country 
every year.

Moina Michael was an American professor. 
She wrote a response to McCrae’s poem in 
1918 entitled We Shall Keep The Faith. She 
vowed to always wear a poppy as a symbol of 
Remembrance for those who served in the war. 

She realised the need to provide financial and 
occupational support for ex-Servicemen after 
teaching a class of disabled veterans at the 
University of Georgia, and so she pursued the idea 
of selling silk poppies to raise funds for them.

the poppy 
factory

Major George Howson was an engineer. 
He was a man of great energy and 
determination. He won the military cross 
in WWl. He was addicted to strong Turkish 
cigarettes and bought them 10000 at 
a time. He was also the founder of The 
Royal British Legion Poppy factory!
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quickly became the icons of remembrance. 
The Major made a connection; Remembrance 
Day needed poppies and wounded ex-soldiers 
needed work. In a letter to his parents he spoke 
of using a £2000 cheque he had been given 
to set up a factory to, ‘…give the disabled their 
chance.’ He wrote that he felt the project would 
probably not be successful but that he ought to 

He set up The Disabled Society in London with 
just five injured ex-servicemen, and in spite of 
his initial lack of optimism, in few years that had 
grown to 350 men. He set up a sister factory in 
Edinburgh to supply poppies to Scotland, and the 
London factory moved to larger premises 
near the Thames in Richmond and was 
renamed The Poppy Factory.

As time went on the needs of 
veterans changed. They wanted to 
work in their own communities, closer to 
their families and to use the many and varied 
skills they had acquired during their careers in the 
armed services, prior to becoming injured.

vowed to always wear a poppy as a symbol of 
Remembrance for those who served in the war. 

She realised the need to provide financial and 
occupational support for ex-Servicemen after 
teaching a class of disabled veterans at the 
University of Georgia, and so she pursued the idea 
of selling silk poppies to raise funds for them.
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Verticals, Rollers & 
Venetians on production 
of this advert 

10% 
OFF

Thank you for supporting 
local business

Many of you already know Russ Fryer of Grange Blinds who, 
until 2006, worked for a well known national blinds company. 
Russ saw an opening to provide customers with a wide range 
of quality blinds and curtains at realistic competitive prices 
with a personal belief in ‘top notch’ customer service. 

Blinds 
• Vertical 
• Roller
• Roman 
• Venetian 
• Conservatory 
 Blinds Specialist 
• Wooden 
• Pleated
• Perfect-fi t
• Motorised

Internal Plantation 
Style Shutters 
• 6 Louvre Sizes
• Whites & Naturals
• Real Wood
• Man-made

Curtains
• Curtains
• Pelmets
• Valances
• Poles
• Tracks
• Matching Cushions

� 01564 702036
 07850 833330  
� www.grangeblinds.co.uk
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 ann@cucina-kitchens.co.uk
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D.A. MANDER & SON Ltd
PROFESSIONAL FITTER AND

SUPPLIER OF QUALITY CARPETS

Don Mander does not have retail premises. If you need him 
please call him direct– the only way to buy carpets

01564 700200

See our Review’s at 
Freeindex.co.uk

SUPPLIERS TO THE
NATIONALTRUST

Mobile: 07976 778694
FREE ESTIMATES

91 Longdon Road, Knowle B93 9HT

EASIER –
CHEAPER –

ACCURATE –
CONVENIENT –

Than walking round lots of shops
No overheads cutting costs
See colours in their true light
View in the comfort of your own home

We can uplift and remove existing carpets and move furniture

DA Mander & Sons.pdf   1   1/08/13   11:52 AM

 Knowle Interiors

Knowle InteriorsKnowle Interiors

Zoffany

KnowleInt2June17_Layout 1  22/05/2017  09:41  Page 1

Mulberry Home Cole & Son
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For your free estimate just call us on 
07977 354323 /  07538 349991 / 0121 680 2248  or email:  AdkinsPlasterers@hotmail.co.uk

SPECIALISTS IN: Interior and Exterior Plastering

FAMILY BUSINESS – ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 20 YEARS

WALLS • CEILINGS • COVING • RENDERING 
• DRYLINING AND WET PLASTERING

Reliable, friendly and clean service
All work guaranteed
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Windows, Doors and Conservatories
Mainstream is a specialist manufacturer of high quality windows, doors & 
conservatories. We have a huge range of products including bifold doors, 

orangeries, glass extensions, pvc and upvc windows.

Over 20 Years Experience
For over 20 years, our 
award-winning FENSA 
regulated firm has successfully 
manufactured and supplied 
windows, doors and 
conservatories to our clients. 

The Personal Touch 
Our company is owned and 
run by three experienced 
directors that work in a 
‘hands-on’ role. No job is too 
small or too large for us and if 
you are looking for something 
different, we can make 
bespoke products just for you. 

High Quality Standards
We pride ourselves on attention 
to detail, and all of our products 
are manufactured ‘in-house’ at 
our Head Office in the West 
Midlands. And the same goes 
for our fitters – they are our own 
trusted staff, with many years’ 
experience between them.

01564 320013
www.mainstream-doubleglazing.co.uk

10% OFF 
all orders if you quote 

reference KDM.

Come and see our new high performance 
Origin Aluminium Windows and doors.

1018/1020 Yardley Wood Road, 
Yardley Wood Birmingham B14 4BW

Office Tel: 0121 430 9150
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Mainstream Windows is a 
leading supplier of all types 
of replacement domestic 
UPVC & Aluminium Bifold 
doors. Whether you are 
looking for a new front 
entrance, back entrance 
or garage options, 
Mainstream’s expert team 
can advise you on the best 
product to suit your property, 
lifestyle and budget.

F
or front entrance  
and back entrance, 
there are three main 
types of products  
used in homes today – 

wooden, UPVC and  
composite doors.

UPVC Doors
UPVC doors are available in 
a wide range of colours and 
finishes and their comparative 
lower cost to alternative 
materials has made them 
popular in recent years. They 
also have other benefits, 
such as a higher resistance 
to weathering and generally 
require less maintenance

Bifold doors
Bifold doors are built to stack 
neatly to one or both sides of 
an aperture when open. This 
allows people to move freely 
from inside to outside or from 
one room to another. These 
can be used as room dividers 
or to open onto a balcony or 
terrace.

Composite Doors
As their name suggests, 
they are made up from 
several different materials to 
produce a robust, secure and 
attractive-looking to protect 
your home. The combination 
of materials, such as PVC, 
wood, insulating foam and 
GRP (glass reinforced plastic) 
results in a product that is very 
strong and requires no painting 
or varnishing to keep it looking 
good over its long lifetime. An 
occasional wipe with a damp 
cloth is all that is needed to 
keep it clean and retain its 
smart appearance.

Porches

A-door-able! 
UPVC & Bifold Doors to Suit All Applications 



With us,
it’s personal
People - not policy numbers - are at the heart of 
A-Plan. Our clients stay with us because we let 
them do the talking. By listening carefully, we can 
find exactly the cover you need, at a price that 
might suprise you.

We believe in relationships that last, so when it 
ccomes to renewals, we make life easy. If you ever 
need to make a claim, our in-house advisors are 
just a phone-call away and ready to take care of 
everything, so you can get on with your life.

A-Plan is a broker. We don’t sell our own insurance, 
but use a panel of many well known insurance 
providers to find you the best deal for 
your circumstances.

149-151 Stratford Road, Shirley B90 3AY   |   aplan.co.uk/shirley   |   0121 733 4848

Insurance for: Car | home | van | business | life & health | travel and much more

*61% of new motor and 76% of new home clients saved money with an average saving of £121 and £119 respectively, between November 2016 and April 2017. ^ This offer only applies to new A-Plan clients taking out a personal car and/or home policy for the 
first time. For home this offer is available on buildings, contents, or combined buildings and contents with a minumum premium of £200 (excluding enhancements and optional extras). Excludes properties with subsidence, flood or theft claims in the last 12 months. 
On mOn motor there is a minimum premium of £250 (excluding enhancements and optional extras). Only one gift card per UK household, not available in conjunction with any other offer or promotion. We reserve the right to vary, withdraw or extend this offer at any 
time. A-Plan Insurance is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered office: Des Roches Square, Witney OX28 4LE. Registration number 750484.
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With us,
it’s personal
People - not policy numbers - are at the heart of 
A-Plan. Our clients stay with us because we let 
them do the talking. By listening carefully, we can 
find exactly the cover you need, at a price that 
might suprise you.

We believe in relationships that last, so when it 
ccomes to renewals, we make life easy. If you ever 
need to make a claim, our in-house advisors are 
just a phone-call away and ready to take care of 
everything, so you can get on with your life.

A-Plan is a broker. We don’t sell our own insurance, 
but use a panel of many well known insurance 
providers to find you the best deal for 
your circumstances.

149-151 Stratford Road, Shirley B90 3AY   |   aplan.co.uk/shirley   |   0121 733 4848

Insurance for: Car | home | van | business | life & health | travel and much more

*61% of new motor and 76% of new home clients saved money with an average saving of £121 and £119 respectively, between November 2016 and April 2017. ^ This offer only applies to new A-Plan clients taking out a personal car and/or home policy for the 
first time. For home this offer is available on buildings, contents, or combined buildings and contents with a minumum premium of £200 (excluding enhancements and optional extras). Excludes properties with subsidence, flood or theft claims in the last 12 months. 
On mOn motor there is a minimum premium of £250 (excluding enhancements and optional extras). Only one gift card per UK household, not available in conjunction with any other offer or promotion. We reserve the right to vary, withdraw or extend this offer at any 
time. A-Plan Insurance is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered office: Des Roches Square, Witney OX28 4LE. Registration number 750484.
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Cullen 
Plumbing & Tiling 

 

17 Whitacre Rd, Knowle 
cullenplumbingandtiling@gmail.com 

Tel: 07896 862 916 
Established in 2005 

 

 Full bathroom and ensuite design and     
installation to the highest standards with 
complete project management from start   
to completion 

 

Kitchen Sinks and Taps, Dishwasher and 
Washing Machine Installation 

 

Central Heating & Radiators 
 

General Plumbing Maintenance & Repair 

 Showroom Finish Wall & Floor Tiling for    
bathrooms, kitchens, hallways and          
conservatories 

 
 Specialist in ceramic, porcelain, natural 

stone tiling 
 
 Business built on recommendation and 

reputation 

All Work Guaranteed 
 

Reliable Honest Service 
 

References and Portfolio of Work Available  

Qualified 

Call Alex Cullen  
NOW on 07896 862 916 

For a free no-obligation quotation 
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Kav’s Bathrooms 
& Plumbing Specialists

Mobile: 07599 085670

A F F O R D A B L E  L U X U R Y !

Bathrooms | Tiling | Plumbing | Electrics | Showers | General Plumbing
Free Quotations | 15 Years Experience | All Workmanship Guaranteed

Email: deankavanagh200@icloud.com
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I
n the 1940s Vesta, who had two sons in the 
Navy, went to work in a US ammunition factory 
in Illinois do her part for the war effort. Her job 
was to inspect and pack cartridges used to 
launch the rifle grenades used by soldiers in 

the Army and Navy. The cartridges were packed 
eleven to a box, and the boxes were taped and 
waxed to make them waterproof and damp-
proof.  The box flaps were sealed with thin paper 
tape, and a tab of tape was left loose so that it 
could be pulled to release the waterproof wax 
coating and open the box.  But the thin paper 
tape wasn’t strong enough, so the tabs frequently 
tore off when soldiers pulled on them. This left 
them frantically scrambling to claw the boxes 
open while under enemy fire, which put lives at 
risk, including those of Vesta’s sons.

So Vesta came up with a solution:  seal the 
boxes with a strong, cloth-based waterproof tape 
instead of thin paper tape.  She raised the issue 
with her supervisors but, as is often the way with 
such things, nothing was actually implemented. 

Now Vesta Stoudt was not a woman to think, ‘Oh 
well at least I tried...’ She took matters into her own 
hands and wrote directly to President Roosevelt, 
outlining the problem and explaining her idea 
about how to fix it. She appealed to the fact he 
was a father himself, stating that this would help his 
boys as well as her boys.

Roosevelt sent Vesta’s letter to the War 
Production Board in Washington, D.C., and a few 
weeks later in March, she received a series of 
replies culminating with one which told her that 

the recommendation for the new tape had been 
approved and was “...of exceptional merit.”

Because of Johnson & Johnson’s long 
experience making surgical adhesive tapes, The 
War Production Board asked Johnson & Johnson 
to make the new tape It was originally called 
‘Duck Tape’ because of the fact it was waterproof 
and made with a heavy woven type of fabric 
called cotton duck. Vesta Stoudt received a letter 
from President Roosevelt and earned the Chicago 
Tribune’s War Worker Award for her idea and her 
persistence.

Mostly today our lives don’t depend on duct 
tape but we still find it indispensible for all manner 
of tasks.

Duck tape or Duct tape: Although it started life 
as Duck Tape, it gradually became known as 
duct tape because it was so often used in the 
construction industry to wrap around air ducts!

who invented…
duct tape
If ever you doubt whether one person can make a difference then you need 
to know the story of Vesta Stoudt.
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www.classiccarpetcleaners.co.uk  

Classic Carpet Cleaning
For further information please contact
Telephone:  0121 682 7450 or Mobile: 07980 172963

Save 50% off all Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning.

Why not take advantage of 
our great offers:

Normal Discount
Lounge £50 £25
Landing 
& Stairs   
Bedroom £32 £16
3 Piece 
Suite     £90 £45

NOVEMBER OFFERS

£50 £25

Whatever your idea is of time well spent, we’re pretty sure it doesn’t 
include cleaning. That’s our job. Merry Maids  give you back the time you 
want to concentrate on the things that you enjoy. 

Contact Merry Maids on 0121 340 3150

Instant quote & booking with Merry Maids 

.co.uk

• Trained & uniformed teams
• Satisfaction guaranteed

• Insured for your protection
• Equipment & supplies provided

NEW!!
 instant customised

online quote & booking

ORDER ONLINE

Build your clean, 

your way.

*when you book online and use the discount code ‘Solilaunch15’. Valid until 31/08/2017 with Merry Maids of Solihull. Offer must be used at the time of booking. Only valid for new customers. Not to be used 
in conjunction with any other offer.
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 We are your extra pair of hands!
 
•  Flexible cleaning service – ranging from one-off spring    
 cleans to regular cleans with your own dedicated lady.

•  More than just a cleaning business – let us help with ironing, shopping,  
 in fact most household tasks. The list is endless …. Just ask!

•  Our team have many years experience and have been 
 carefully vetted and interviewed in their own homes.

•  We are proud of the standards our team work to and all ladies 
 have an excellent reputation within the local area.
 

Allow us to ease the pressure of
keeping up with your domestic chores

Please give me a call to chat through your requirements.

Call Lorna on 0785 4071892
villagedomestic@gmail.com

•  Flexible cleaning service – ranging from one-off spring    

We have full comprehensive public & employers liability insurance 

•  Small established cleaning and domestic help business
•  Provide dedicated, friendly & 
 trustworthy local ladies (CRB checked)
•  Take pride in high standards and 
 caring for customers' homes
•  Regular service or one off spring cleans
•  Ironing service available
•  References available
•  Comprehensive insurance
•  Costs are not subject to VAT

Dorridge & Knowle 
Domestic Cleaning Services

For a FREE, no obligation quote, 
please call Sue on 07809 567264



book reviews

a good read
reviews By Willow Coby

Plays About Britain
by Craig Taylor

How often do you hear 
someone complain 
that they never have 
time to read?  Too 
often?  Or are you guilty 
of this yourself?  If so, 
Craig Taylor’s superb 
book is a godsend.  The 
title is more or less an 
accurate description of 
the contents – although 
there are slightly fewer 
than a million of Taylor’s 
carefully crafted 
snapshots of British life: ‘dramatic haikus’, perhaps, 
as Richard Eyre suggests in his introduction.
The format of each play is the same: a brief 
sentence to set the scene, then the dialogue takes 
over.  The longest runs to three or four pages, the 
shortest to one sentence.  A range of scenes is 
covered – from two women in a queue at a Surrey 
bank, to a farmer in Kent speaking on his mobile 
phone from a tractor, to a late night on Newcastle 
Quayside.  The characters are diverse too – young 
and old, drunk and sober, flippant and serious.
However, it is the perfectly observed sharpness of 
speech that makes this book stand out.  At first, 
you could believe that Taylor has merely been 
in the right place at the right time and recorded 
everything that he heard.   Lines like ‘I once took 
Diana Rigg’s coat – in her pocket was a packet of 
Polos.  That’s an elegant mint’ ! And  ‘There’s more 
to it all.  More than Swansea,’ sound so authentic 
that you believe in the speakers and their lives, 
however brief and insignificant their conversations 
seem to be.
Some of the plays rely on a growing sense of 
unease - the nervous customer in the barber’s 
shop: others are out and out funny - two Wonder 
Women fighting in the street.  Every ending is 
well judged and either rounds off the play with a 

‘reveal’ or a cliff-hanger – always showing, never 
telling.   Ideal for reading in short bursts or longer 
chunks – well worth a look.

The Complete Tales and Poems of  
Winnie-the-Poo      
by AA Milne

The recently 
released film 
‘Goodbye 
Christopher 
Robin’ painted 
a less-than-rosy 
picture of the 
dysfunctional 
upper class Milne 
family. Yet the 
stories are still 
compellingly 
charming from 
the opening 
lines, ‘Here is 
Edward Bear, coming downstairs now, bump, 
bump, bump, on the back of his head, behind 
Christopher Robin.’ 
Milne may have been a traumatised war veteran 
but his storytelling has so much warmth and depth.  
At times the tales are laugh out loud funny – Rabbit 
in particular makes me giggle every time he replies 
to a knock at the door – and children will quickly 
read along with you, even if some of the sentence 
structure and vocabulary is complex.
Every child deserves to have this book read aloud 
to them at least once before they are six and I bet 
you anything you will be asked for it again, and 
again.   The word classic is sometimes used lightly: 
here, it is truly deserved.
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T
he tradition dates back to Victorian 
times, when the family would gather 
together to stir the Christmas pudding 
the Sunday before advent began. The 
opening words of the Book Of Common 

Prayer, read on this Sunday before Advent, are 
‘Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord’, which is 
probably where the name came from. Originally 
Christmas pudding contained 13 ingredients said 
to represent Jesus and his disciples. It is stirred by 
each member of the family from East to West, to 
remember the Wise Men that visited Jesus in the 
Nativity Story. This is the point where you make a 
wish though no-one knows when that was added 
to the tradition. Charms were often added to the 
pud and said to bring luck if you found them in 
your portion on Christmas Day. Historically the lucky 
charms were a silver coin for wealth, a wishbone 

for luck, a thimble for thrift, a ring for marriage, and 
an anchor for safe harbour. Later coins were often 
used instead. As needing expensive emergency 
dental treatment is definitely NOT considered lucky 
it might be wise to forgo that particular tradition 
nowadays or at least give your serving a thorough 
inspection before you tuck in.

The traditional sprig holly on top of the pud was 
said to represent the crown of thorns worn by Jesus 
on the cross. Holly and its berries are extremely 
toxic so it might be better to stick to artificial 
greenery. As to why we set fire to the pudding, 
no-one seems to know. One theory is that the 
flames represent the power of Christ, another is 
that Christian traditions mingled with the midwinter 
festivals of light, and the pudding, with its high 
alcohol content was simply a good candidate for 
being ignited!

stir up sunday Stir Up Sunday is on 

Sunday 26th November.





I
n these days of motorway mayhem and 
congestion charges it’s difficult to imagine 
a time when owning a car was considered 
daring, a little eccentric and beyond the 
wildest dreams of most British people.

When Jean-Joseph Etienne Lenoir 
patented the internal combustion 
engine in 1860 he paved the way for the 
development of the modern motor car.

Initially progress was slow...literally. 
The Government passed The Red Flag Act 

in 1865. Section 3 of this act required that one 
person had to walk 60 yards ahead of the 
vehicle and that he should wave a small red flag 
to warn others that a car was approaching.

This meant that the speed of the new 
motor cars was reduced to 4mph in the 
countryside and just 2mph in town.

Unsurprisingly this legislation stifled the 
progress of the motor industry for many years.

In 1896 after much discussion The Locomotives 
on Highways Act was passed which did 
away with the need for the flag waver.

In order to celebrate, the first London to 
Brighton Run was organised by Harry Lawson’s 
Motor Car Club. But Mr. Lawson had a hidden 
agenda. He wanted to control the fledgling 
motor car industry through master patents held 
by his British Motor Syndicate. The enterprising 
businessman managed to extract considerable 
sums of money from hopeful investors in his 
new companies. One of these was Daimler 
which today is Britain’s oldest car maker.

It is estimated that at the time of the first 
Rally there were only around a hundred cars 
in Britain. Today we have around 500 million!

33 cars took part in the original run but only 
fourteen made it to Brighton and it’s rumoured 
that one of those was taken by train and had 
mud splashed all over it before crossing the 
finish line! Part of the problem was the weather 
which was dreadful. Rain poured down and 
the roads became sodden and muddy.

The rally has run every year since with 
the exception of the war years when 
petrol was rationed. It is one of Britain’s 
biggest motoring spectacles and attracts 
entrants from all over the world. 

Only cars built before January 1st 1905 
are eligible to enter and this year 490 of 
them have been registered for the run, 
85 of them from countries as far away 
as China, the USA and Australia.

The 60 mile rally starts at sunrise on 
the 5th so why not have a day out and 
see British motoring history in action.
Visit http://www.veterancarrun.com 
for more information

a trip to the seaside... 
vintage style
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The London to Brighton Veteran Car Run takes place on November 5th.

We take a look at the world’s longest running motoring event.
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It can take just a few minutes to save someone’s life

Y
our daughter has 
a nosebleed. Your 
father chokes on 
a piece of meat. 

Your toddler swallows 
some floor cleaner. Would 
you know what to do?

First aid is the care given 
before the emergency 
services arrive. A blocked 
airway can kill someone 
in three to four minutes 
yet it can take eight to 12 
minutes for an ambulance 
to arrive. Knowing how to 
open someone’s airway 
could mean the difference 
between life and death.

Almost 4000 people 
per year die because of 
accidents in their homes 
and statistically you are far 
more likely to be called 
upon to administer first 
aid to someone you know 
than to a stranger.

The top ten injuries or 
accidents in the home are:

Falls
Strikes and collisions
Cuts and abrasions
Foreign bodies
Over exertion e.g. 
moving heavy furniture
Burns and scalds
Crush injuries
Bites and stings
Puncture wounds e.g. 
stepping on a child’s toy
Suspected poisoning

There are many myths 
and misconceptions 
about injuries. Here are 
the most common:

Butter or cream is good 
for a burn NO, immerse the 
injured limb in cool water.

If you can move a limb 
it’s not broken NO, the 

only sure way to tell if a 
limb is broken is to x-ray it.

Put a bleeding wound 
under a tap NO, by all 
means clean the wound if 
required but water will wash 
away the body’s own clotting 
agents so compression with 
a clean dressing is the best 
way to staunch the flow.

Make someone sick if 
they’ve swallowed poison 
NO, this can block their 
airway or, if the substance is 
corrosive, damage it further.

Most first aid is common 
sense but learning some 
simple skills such as chest 
compressions (CPR) and the 
Heimlich manoeuvre will 
increase your confidence if 
an emergency arises. There 
are many organisations 
which provide short courses, 
most last just half a day. Your 
employer might provide 
training but if not you could 
enrol the whole family on a 
course and make an event 
of it. Even young children 
will feel empowered to 
learn new skills and you 
never know when they 
might come in useful!

first aid



first aid
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Tequila’s was North America’s first distilled drink and the first to be produced 

commercially. Like Mexico itself it is surrounded by myth…

T
equila is made from 
cactus juice: No, it’s 
made only from the 
blue Agave plant 
which is related 

to the Amaryllis and the 
Lily. It is a succulent but 
definitely not a cactus.

Traditional Tequila has 
a worm in the bottom of 
the bottle: The worm in 
the bottle was never a 
traditional element and 
was only introduced into a 
similar drink, Mescal in the 
1940s as a marketing ploy. 
Some American brands 
of Tequila followed suit 
and the myth was born.

All Tequilas are the same: 

Heavens no! That would be 
like saying all single malts 
are the same. They vary 
a lot depending on the 
production process, the 
growing environment of the 
Agave plants including the 
temperature, the soil, the age 
of the plants and the means 

by which they’re baked.
Seek out tequilas made 

completely from agave 
— they’re much smoother 
and can be sipped neat.

Blanco or silver tequilas 
are virtually unaged so 
are zesty and spicy. 

Reposado tequilas are 
aged for 2-12 months in oak 
barrels. This gives them more 
of a warm woody flavour.

Añejos tequilas are aged 
for longer - 1 to 4 years, 
and are very woody.

Many people consider 
the reposado tequilas to 
give the best balance 
between the agave profile 
and the wood but it’s really 
down to personal taste.

tequila!
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Athos solutions for the future...
BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Chartered Certified Accountants

• Accounts
• Tax Returns
• Payroll and Auto Enrolment
• Bookkeeping and VAT Returns
• Tax Advice
• Management Accounts
Call and make an appointment for a free initial
consultation where a bespoke fixed fee quotation 
will be provided.

T. 0333 400 7876
Athos Business Solutions Limited
1623 Warwick Road, Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands B93 9LF
www.athos.uk.com

Athos has built up a 
professional team that 
goes the ‘extra mile’ as 
a matter of due course. 
This has been invaluable 
to our business and has 
greatly assisted us.

Roger Green, Director 
Menswear Company

enquiries@athos.uk.com

tequila!



independence � expertise � integrity

legal services for your
life&business

SOLIHULL
4 Drury Lane, Solihull, 

West Midlands B91 3BD   
Tel: 0121 705 7571

DORRIDGE
17-19 Station Approach, 

Dorridge, West Midlands B93 8JA   
Tel: 01564 779393

www.wallacerobinson.co.uk
enquiries@wallacerobinson.co.uk

Company & Commercial Law  � Wills, Probate & Trusts  � Lasting Powers of Attorney 
Landlord & Tenant  � Employment Law  � Family & Collaborative Law  

Commercial Property  � Dispute Resolution � Residential Property

established 1855

please see our 
website for full 
details of our 
services & 
current offers...

Please scan this QR 
code into your handheld 

device for more 
information on 

Wallace Robinson& Morgan

Contact: Kathryn Ferris on 0121 705 7571 

email: kathrynferris@wallacerobinson.co.uk

Please mention where you saw  

this article when you call.

See www.wallacerobinson.co.uk  

for further information.



1705 High Street,
Knowle, Solihull B93 0LN

Richard Arney
Solicitor, TEP

Caroline Wilden
Solicitor, TEP

For more information or a no
obligation chat call us on:

01564 758055
www.probate-solicitors.co.uk

Wills & TrTrT usts
Lasting Powers of Attorney
Probate & Estate Planning

Inheritance TaTaT x Issues
Asset Protection

Specialist
Advice
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25th  November-3rd  Dec

N
ovember 25th 
marks the start 
of National Tree 
Week, which in 
turn marks the 

start of tree-planting season.
Considering that most of us in 

the UK have fairly small plots we 
do love our trees. The trouble is 
we’re not always terribly good 
at choosing them. How many 
times have you driven through 
a housing estate and observed 
an enormous weeping 
willow or an enormous 
pine tree completely 
obscuring a front garden.

It can be tricky deciding 
what sort of tree to plant on 
a small, suburban plot but 
there are plenty of candidates. 
Generally trees up to 8-10m 
are considered suitable.

The best urban trees offer 
year-round interest. Varieties 
of Acer Palmatum are rather 
lovely. They are elegant trees 
which have attractive green 
or purple foliage and colour 
beautifully in the winter.

For my money Amalanchier 
Lamarckii is about as 
hardworking a tree as you’ll 
come across. During March 
and April it produces a frothy 

show of white flowers, then in 
June these are replaced by 
attractive deep purple, and 
supposedly edible - though 
I’ve never tried them - fruits. 
Then, when Autumn arrives 
the tree pulls out all the stops 
and bursts into fiery colour. If 
you only have room for one 
tree then an Amelanchier 
won’t let you down.

Another hard worker is Sorbus 
hupehensis var. obtusa. This 
tree has a pretty shape and is 
attractive throughout the year. 
In the late spring it is covered 
in white blossom which is 
followed by masses of dark 
pink berries. The blue-green 
leaves turn red in the autumn. 

It’s just my opinion of course 
but without at least one tree, 
a garden can seem flat 
and a little dull. Trees provide 
structure and height but are 
also a haven for birds and 

insects, which in turn add 
colour and life. Why not plant 
a tree during  this week. Our 
guide has some helpful tips.

How to Plant a Tree
Dig a hole at least twice 
the size of the root ball.
Make up a mixture of half 
compost and half soil from the 
hole. Put a few inches of this 
mix at the bottom of the hole.
Trees need support so drive 
a support stake into the hole 
at one edge. This needs to be 
done before the tree is planted 
or you risk damaging the roots.
Tip the tree from its container 
and loosen the roots a 
little. Place it into the hole 
and fill in with the soil and 
compost mixture. Firm it 
down with your heel.
Use proper straps to secure 
the tree to the post.
Water well!

National Tree Week
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gardening services



National Tree Week
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gardening services

We are a family-run business o�ering a professional, 
friendly and reliable solution to all of your 
landscaping & fencing needs.

We’re based in Kenilworth but work all over Warwickshire and the West Midlands.

07852 713240 /07891 046187 
01926 741835   
kenilworthfencing@gmail.com

· Full garden landscaping
· Slabbing
· Concrete & wooden post 
  fence panel systems
· Feather edge board fences
· Storm damage and repairs
· Free consultations & advice
· Installation of shed bases & sheds

· Full garden landscaping
· Slabbing
· Concrete & wooden post 
  fence panel systems
· Feather edge board fences
· Storm damage and repairs
· Free consultations & advice
· Installation of shed bases & sheds

TARGETED 
LEAFLET 

PRINTING AND 
DISTRIBUTION

Leaflet printing 
5000 A5 colour double-sided leaflets for £135

Leaflet distribution 
5200 leaflets for £150

Delivered to 5200 homes in  
Knowle and Dorridge 

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com



garden services
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gardening services
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garden services 

•Patios & Landscaping 

•Fencing 

•Lawn Mowing  

•Hedges & Trees 
 

Fully Insured, 100% reliable

 

Midland Grounds Machinery
 
Get your garden ready for Autumn
with our range of lawnmowers, blowers, garden shredders and scarifiers
 

Come and see our new extended showroom at:
18 Station Road, Knowle, Solihull B93 0HT

S A L E S  /  S E R V I C E  /  P A R T S

01564 773614 | www.mgmsolihull.co.uk | dave@mgmsolihull.co.uk
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Preparation time: 1 hour 20 minutes

Ingredients:
125g caster sugar
40g cold butter, chopped
1/2 tsp ground ginger
1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
3 large pears, peeled, cored and cut into wedges
375g all-butter puff pastry
Double cream, to serve

Method
Preheat oven to 200C/gas 6. Put a 21cm-diameter frying 
pan with an ovenproof handle (this bit is important!) on a 
hob over a medium heat. Add the sugar to the dry pan 
and heat, stirring constantly until it turns a lovely caramel 
coloury. Add the butter, ginger and cinnamon and stir well 
to combine. 

Place the pears in the caramel and spoon over the 
mixture. Turn the heat down and cook for 5–10 minutes 
until the pears are just tender and cooked but retain their 
shape. Remove from the heat and cool slightly. Arrange 
the pears to form an attractive pattern in the pan. 

Roll out the pastry to about 5mm thick and cut a disc 
slightly bigger than your pan (about 24cm). Place the 
pastry disc on top of the pears and caramel, then 
carefully tuck it snugly around the outside of the pears and 
down into the sides of the pan. 

Bake the pie in the oven for 30–40 minutes, or until the 
pastry is golden brown and puffed up. Remove from the 
oven and leave for 10 minutes. Run a knife around the 
edge, place a large plate over the top and carefully turn 
the tart onto the plate. Serve with cream.

Pear Tart Tatin
A slightly different take on a traditional tart tatin 
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recipe time
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puzzle time

WIN 4 tickets   
to see Lily and the Little Snow Bear  

Friday 22nd December, 1pm  
The Core Theatre, Solihull (formerly Solihull Arts Complex)

For your chance to win these tickets, worth £40, visit the Core Theatre website page for this 
event - www.thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk - to find the answer to this question: 

What’s the name of the theatre company who performs this show?
 

Email your answer to: thecoretheatre@solihull.gov.uk – and please put ‘Lily’ as the subject line

Closing date for entries is 30th November and the winner will be drawn at random and 
notified by email after this date. 

About the Show:
Lily lives with Grandpa in a pretty little cottage somewhere in the countryside. There are just two 
more sleeps until Christmas and it’s snowing already! Lily love SNOW! So, she pops on her coat 
and sets off to explore. But when she discovers a trail of soft little footprints, she’s in for a very 

big SURPRISE!  This funny, heart-warming tale of friendship is the perfect treat for Christmas with 
exquisite puppets, enchanting music and a magical snowy setting. Little people ages 3+ will love 

this beautiful new show, but their grown-ups will have lots of fun too!

COMPETITION
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christmas survival

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

crossword

clues

answers on page 60

puzzle time
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Suduko Solution
from page 59

Crossword Solution
from page 59

Mindbenders Solution
from page 5

Accountants
49 Athos Business Solutions  0333 400 7876 

Architects 
7 Progression  01564 730191

Bathrooms 
37 Kav’s Bathrooms 
 and Plumbing  07599 085670

Blinds / Curtains / Fabric 
5 Tudor Rose Curtains 0121 445 2072
5 Soft Options  01564 783399
25 Grange Blinds 01564 702036

Car Services 
16 Crossroads 
 Service Station  01564 703225
63 Johnsons Cars 01564 454081
64 Easylease 0121 693 0573

Care and Childcare Services
17 Hampton in Arden 
 pre-school  07527 006386
18-19 Lady Katherine 
 Housing  01564 772850

Carpets
26 Ian Hounsell  01564 772324 
27 Don Mander 01564 700 200

Central Heating / Gas Services / Boilers 
22 All Aspects  0121 243 3977
25 Stephen Smith & Son 01564 200119

Charity 
62 Wythall Animal Rescue  01564 823288

Cleaning Services
40 Classic Carpet 
 Cleaning 0121 682 7450
40 Merry Maids  0121 340 3150
41 Dorridge & Knowle 
 Domestic Cleaning 
 Services  07809 567264
41 Village Domestic 
 Cleaning  07854 071892
42 Sparkly Oven  07758 727556

Computer Services
15 Byte Support 0790 151 2544

Drives
21 Dimension Landscape 
 & Driveways 0121 733 1463
29 Central Drives 
 Landscapes 0121 702 1456

Events 
1 Christmas in Solihull 0121 285 1370
8 Nailcote Hall  02476 466174
9 Hatton Adventure 
 World  01926 843411
10 Earlswood Garden 
 & Landscape Centre 01564 702314

Fascias & Gutters 
28 Proline 0800 956 1315

Garden Centres / Services / 
Landscaping 
20 Oakland Group – lights  0121 416 0408  
21 Dimension Landscape 
 & Driveways 0121 733 1463
29 Central Drives 
 Landscapes 0121 702 1456
36 Oakland Group – lights  0121 416 0408  
53 Kenilworth Fencing  07891 046187
55 Hampton Gardening  01675 446174
55  Midlands Grounds 
 Machinery  01564 773614
56 Oakland Group 0700 598 2828

Graphic Design 
44 Hotlobster Design Ltd 0121 369 1977

Health & Beauty & Wellbeing
14 Hearing & Mobility  0121 777 8383
14 The Dentists Dorridge  01564 779868
15 Gaynor Kunneke Pilates  07729 712038
16 Equanimity CBT 0844 693 1282 

Insurance
32-33 A-Plan  0121 733 4848 

Interior Design 
27 Knowle Interiors 01564 772544

Kitchens 
26 Cucina Kitchens 01564 783007

Painter & Decorator
24 Bill Boyce 0121 744 0040

Plastering 
28 Adkins Plastering  07977 354323

Plumbing
3 Knowle Domestic 
 Appliance Repairs 01564 730183
22 All Aspects  0121 243 3977
25 Stephen Smith & Son 01564 200119
34 Cullen Plumbing & Tiling 07896 862916
37 Kav’s Bathrooms 
 and Plumbing  07599 085670

Restaurants 
2 The Barn at Berryfields 01676 522155
12 The Bell, 
 Tanworth-in-Arden  01564 742212

Roofing
24 C Stevens Roofing  0121 733 1276

Sewing 
15 Sew To It Sewing School  01564 792083

Solicitors
13 Sydney Mitchell  0121 746 3300
50 Wallace Robinson 
 Morgan Solicitors 0121 705 7571
51 Probate Solicitors 01564 758055

Windows & Doors  
30-31 Mainstream  01564 320013
35 BMT   0121 771 4999
38 Howard Yarnold  0121 414 0808
 



Mindbenders Solution
from page 5
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useful numbers

useful numbers 

local police 
contact
for knowle & dorridge

Sergeant Mike Lloyd

Telephone: 101 ext 891 6011
Email: knowledorridge@west-midlands.ppn.police.uk

Health

NHS non-emergency   111

Dorridge Surgery   01564 776262

Knowle Surgery   0121 796 2777

Solihull Hospital   0121 424 2000

Spire Parkway Hospital   0845 850 1451

Council 

Solihull Council    0121 704 6000

Utilities

Electricity power cut   0800 6783 105

Gas leak    0800 111 9999

Severn Trent Water  024 7771 5000

Severn Trent Water (emergencies) 0800 783 4444

Travel 

National Rail Enquiries   03457 48 49 50

Network West Midlands (buses) 0345 303 6760

LOCAL COUNCILLORS 
DORRIDGE & HOCKLEY HEATH 
Ian Courts 
Tel: 01676 535490
icourts@solihull.gov.uk

Andrew Mackiewicz
Tel: 01564 230294
amackiewicz@solihull.gov.uk

Ken Meeson
Tel: 01564 777772
kmeeson@solihull.gov.uk

KNOWLE 
Diana Holl-Allen MBE
Tel: 01675 443112
dhallen@solihull.gov.uk

Jeff Potts
Tel: 01564 774804
jpotts@solihull.gov.uk

Alan Rebeiro
Tel: 01564 200047

arebeiro@solihull.gov.uk

Councillor surgeries are held quarterly at Knowle Library, please contact the library (01564 775840) for 
the next date and if you wish to book a meeting with a local councillor.
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useful information & telephone numbers
important numbers
Police
Solihull Police Helpdesk  0845 113 5000

Health
NHS Direct           0845 4647
The Dorridge Practice        01564 776262
Arden Medical Centre      01564 739194
Blythe Practice                          01564 779280
Solihull Hospital                        0121 424 2000
Spire Parkway Hospital             0121 704 1451

Council
Solihull Council                           0121 704 6000
Neighbourhood Co-ordinator   0121 704 8304

Utilities
Electricity power Loss                     0800 328 1111
Gas Leak                                 0800 111 999
Severn Trent Water                    08457 500 500
BT Faultline                               0800 800 151

Travel
National Rail Enquiries                 08457 484950
London Midland Trains                0121 634 2040
Chiltern Railways                         08456 005 165
Bus Traveline                          0871 200 22 33

Sheltered & Residential 
Accommodation & Care
Lady Katherine Housing &
Care—Temple Balsall         01564 772415

local councillors

Dorridge & Hockley Heath
Ian Courts 
Tel: 01676 535490
icourts@solihull.gov.uk

Andrew Mackiewicz
Tel: 01564 230294
amackiewicz@solihull.gov.uk

Ken Meeson
Tel: 01564 777772
kmeeson@solihull.gov.uk

Knowle 
Mrs Diana Holl-Allen
Tel: 01676 529255
dhollallen@solihull.gov.uk

Jeffrey Potts
Tel: 01564 774804
jpotts@solihull.gov.uk

Alan Rebeiro
Tel: 01564 200047
arebeiro@solihull.gov.uk

Councillor Surgeries are held on the first
Saturday of the month 10.30am-12pm at
Knowle library  - Call 01564 775840 to 
book an appointment

local police contact
for knowle & dorridge
Sergeant Glenn Mernagh 
Telephone: 0345 113 5000 ext 7928 6666 
Email: knowledorridge@westmidlands.pnn.police.uk

Tuesday 3rd September, 10am to 12noon, 
Cuppa with a Copper, Dorridge Café
Friday 16th August, 9.30am to 11.30am, 
Cuppa with a Copper, Bentley Heath Country Market
Monday 19th August, 1pm to 3pm, 
Beat Surgery, Knowle Library
Monday 2nd September, 1pm to 3pm, 
Beat Surgery, Knowle Library

useful numbers
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Wythall Animal Sanctuary is a Registered Charity in England and Wales (1137681)  
Trading as Wythall Animal Rescue 

 

WEDNESDAY 6TH DECEMBER 7 – 9PM 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 
CHRISTMAS 
CELEBRATIONS  
Exclusive Ticketed Evening 
Please join us for an exclusive evening of celebrations to mark the 
beginning of our 2018 50th Anniversary celebrations.   The ticket price 
includes a festive buffet, carols, beautiful Christmas gifts, a silent auction 
and some special announcements.  Bring your friends, bring some 
colleagues, bring the family.  Start off your Christmas celebrations with a 
lovely evening with friends in aid of the needy animals in our community. 

Venue: The Limes Country Lodge Hotel, Forshaw Heath Ln, Earlswood, Solihull B94 5JZ 

 
 

 

 
To purchase tickets 
please call to pay over the 

phone,  
send a cheque to  

Wythall Animal Rescue with 
your details  

or email 
info@wythallanimalrescue.org 

 

. If you would like a copy of 
this invitation for friends and 
colleagues we will be happy 

to send you more copies. 

 

Limited availability 
Book early! 

 

 

Tickets £20:  
Proceeds to  

Wythall Animal Rescue  

Proc 

The pawfect way to help 
an animal this Christmas 

 

WYTHALL ANIMAL RESCUE 
Long View, Middle Lane, Kings 
Norton, Birmingham, B38 0DU 

T. 01564 823288 
  

info@wythallanimalrescue.org 

www.wythallanimalrescue.org 

 



Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. Johnsons Dealerships LLP trading as Johnsons Cars (partnership No 
OC383295) is a subsidiary of Johnsons Cars Ltd, (registered in England No 3716766). Johnsons Dealerships LLP (Firm 
Reference Number: 512460), is an appointed representative of ITC compliance Ltd, which is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority (their registration number is 313486).

Every vehicle we sell has been sourced from within the Johnsons 
Group and checked over by one of our trained technicians, so 
you can have faith in the quality of each and every one of our 
vehicles on the forecourt. 

Alongside our showroom on Station Road we also have a 
state-of-the-art workshop, o�ering a comprehensive range of 
aftersales services, from MOTs to fixed-price servicing on all 
models.

Johnsons Cars
25 Station Road, Knowle, Solihull,  
West Midlands B93 0HL or visit us at johnsonscars.co.uk/knowle

Call us today on 01564 454 051

Johnsons Cars
Trusted, Quality Service

For Sales, Service or Parts enquiries call us today on 
01564 454 051, or if you’re passing pop in for a co�ee 
and one of our friendly team will assist you. 

Every vehicle we sell has been sourced from within the Johnsons 
Group and checked over by one of our trained technicians, so 

Johnsons Knowle should be your first stop 
when looking for a pre-owned vehicle.



FORD FIESTA ZETEC

Bluetooth USB
Special Offer £170.00 pm

FORD MONDEO TITANIUM

Bluetooth Sat Nav Leather
Special Offer £250.00 pm

NISSAN NOTE ACENTA

Bluetooth USB MFS Wheel
Special Offer £200 pm

MITSUBISHI L200 BARBARIAN

Rear Camera Sat Nav Bluetooth
Special Offer £300.00 pm

Visit
To Find Out How or Call Us Now on 0121 693 0573

Helping You Afford Your Next Vehicle. 

www.easyleasecars.co.uk

No Deposit! Inclusive of FREE Servicing and MOT's!

No Need to worry about CCJ's or Bad Credit!




