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the

If Knowle is difficult to get to,               
home visits can be arranged                   

or we can arrange to use any of the 
Bastock family funeral homes in Olton, 

Shirley or Yardley. 



Cullen 
Plumbing & Tiling 

 

17 Whitacre Rd, Knowle 
cullenplumbingandtiling@gmail.com 

Tel: 07896 862 916 
Established in 2005 

 

 Full bathroom and ensuite design and     
installation to the highest standards with 
complete project management from start   
to completion 

 

Kitchen Sinks and Taps, Dishwasher and 
Washing Machine Installation 

 

Central Heating & Radiators 
 

General Plumbing Maintenance & Repair 

 Showroom Finish Wall & Floor Tiling for    
bathrooms, kitchens, hallways and          
conservatories 

 
 Specialist in ceramic, porcelain, natural 

stone tiling 
 
 Business built on recommendation and 

reputation 

All Work Guaranteed 
 

Reliable Honest Service 
 

References and Portfolio of Work Available  

Qualified 

Call Alex Cullen  
NOW on 07896 862 916 

For a free no-obligation quotation 
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

Christmas will be just around the corner by  
the time this reaches you. So here’s hoping 
you’re all stocked up with goodies and gifts 
to see you through the festive season. 

It can be the most wonderful time of the year, 
but it can also be the loneliest. If you have time 
why not try reaching out to any local people who 
live on their own to see if they’d like a cup of tea 
and a chat. Everyone’s had a tough couple of 
years, but this is still continuing with the cost-of-
living increases that are affecting everyone. 
However you spend your Christmas, here’s 
hoping you have a lovely time and wishing 
you all a happy and healthy 2023.   

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.knowleanddorridgedirectory.com

Wishing you all a 
very merry Christmas
Welcome to the November edition
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What’s all the buzz about!

Then visit www.thelocalbuzz.co.uk 

Want to get the most out of Solihull? 

» Enter competitions 
» Find o�ers 

» Discover local events 
» Find local businesses



Wishing you all a 
very merry Christmas

Our Services For Our Customers Have Just Got Even Better
We Are Now Installing Solar Energy Panels

That’s right, our customers can now 
start to reduce their energy bills. 
Receive 10% Discount off our Solar 
Panel Installations booked in 
December & January if undertaken 
with any new roof installation.

We can now offer all qualifying homeowners the ability to spread the cost of all of your roofing projects. Packages
can be tailored to suit your requirements, offering you the chance to get that dream project completed now!

Rubber & Glass Fibre 
Approved Installers

0121 663 1778
Email: info@michaelkavanaghroofing.co.uk
Website: michaelkavanaghroofing.co.uk

10% Discount with this advert in December and January on certain products

Need A New Roof?
We Specialise in High Quality Roof Installations

***AMAZING 0% FINANCE OPTIONS NOW AVAILABLE***

Go Green • Save Energy • Save Money

*COVENTRY & WARWICKSHIRE BUILDING & ROOFING SERVICES LTD T/A Michael Kavanagh Building & Roofing Services are authorised and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority FRN 945058. We act as a credit broker not a lender and offer finance from a panel of lenders. Your personal rate will depend on the loan amount and term you 
request and your personal circumstances. Representative examples: Cash price £8,500, less a deposit of £2,125. Total loan amount £6,375. Repayable by 59 monthly repayments 
of £133.83 with a final payment of £133.42. Total charge for credit £1,654.39. Total amount repayable £8,029.39 (includes £2,125 deposit). Interest rate 9.48% per annum fixed. 
Representative APR 9.9% fixed. 

Over 35 Years
Experience

providing services
to Solihull and 
surrounding 

villages



local events
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What’s on at the Land Rover 
Sports & Social Club
26TH DECEMBER:: SALSA BOXING DAY PARTY     
Some of the best salsa teachers, DJs and performers that the UK has to offer. 
Whether you dance Cuban style salsa or not, all are welcome to this great 
party with a good variety of fun workshops for all levels.  

31ST DECEMBER::  THE GARAGE BAND – NEW YEAR’S EVE 2022 
The Garage Band are an 8-piece soul, rhythm ‘n’ blues band, who have built 
up a reputation as the ultimate party band. From classic soul to funk to rock 
‘n roll, there’s plenty of audience participation along the way..Tickets £33.50.

Buy tickets at www.landroversc.co.uk/shows-and-events
Billsmore Green, Solihull B92 9LN

The Luna Drive-In 
Winter Cinema              
1-22 December, NEC   
Enjoy a festive movie on 
the big screen, from the 
comfort of your own car. 
Whether you love Elf, Home 
Alone, Love Actually, or The 
Holiday, there’s something for 
everyone. Sit back and relax 
with Christmas themed food 
and drink, and a stunning 
festive setting. Tickets 
from www.thenec.co.uk

Beauty and The 
Beast Pantomime     
9 December – 2 January, 
Core Theatre Solihull  
Belle, and her friend Jacques 
and his mum, Betty the local 
bell ringer, get much more 
than they bargained for when 
they find themselves trapped 
inside the enchanted 
castle of a mysterious 

beast. Tickets from www.
thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk

Elf: A Christmas 
Spectacular            
22-23 December, 
Resorts World Arena       
ELF, the hit movie, has 
been supersized into a live 
arena spectacular with a 
massive stage featuring 
amazing film backdrops on 
a huge LED screen plus a 
mobile stage that travels 
the auditorium, so everyone 
gets a close-up view of the 
action. Tickets from www.
resortsworldarena.co.uk

Knowle and 
Dorridge Lions 
Club 29th Annual 
Festive Walk            
22-23 December, 
Resorts World Arena       

On 27th December 2022 the 
Lions Festive Walk will once 
again depart from Dorridge 
Village Hall with the choice 
of either a 3 or 6 mile walk, 
returning via Dorridge Cricket 
Club who will be providing 
excellent refreshments for 
purchase. Details at www.
knowleanddorridgelions.com

New Year’s 
Eve Reggae 
Magic Band            
31 December, 
Akamba, Shirley        
Welcome in 2023 with a night 
of motown, reggae, ska, soul 
and disco music. Plus live DJ, 
fireworks and limbo dancers. 
Entry is £59 per person which 
includes a 2 course meal 
and a midnight buffet. 
Tickets from www.
akambavenue.co.uk

community events



New Windows
& Doors
• UPVC
• Aluminium
• Timber  
• Composite

HOMESEAL
IMPROVEMENTS LTD

Call Paul At Homeseal Today For Your 
FREE No Obligation Quotation
Tel: 024 7646 6260 Mob: 07976 710463
www.homesealimprovementsltd.co.uk

Window & Door  
Repairs & New 
Installations

• Misted/Steamed Up Windows
• Broken Glazing
• Broken Hinges, Handles & Locks
• Poorly Fitting Windows & Doors
• Locks Fixed

BEFORE AFTER

Great Service 
& Quality 
Workmanship 
Guaranteed



• All hedge work 
• All waste removed

•  All work guaranteed to the 
highest industry standards 

• Fully insured 
•  Free advice and quotations 
• NTPC Qualified Workforce

All aspects of arboriculture 
work undertaken. 

Pruning, thinning, reshaping, 
crown lift, reductions, 
removals and stump removal.

Freephone: 03335 775733
Mobile: 07786 527 729

Email: info@solihulltreecare.com    www.solihulltreecare.com

Professional 
Arboricultural
Services

COVID-19 UPDATE: 
We are still working – safely and in line with Government 

guidelines regarding social distancing

STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1 4/08/20   10:35 AM4/08/20   10:35 AM



useful services

9  





useful services

11  

Join our Team? 

Home Dog Boarding 
Overnight House Sitting 

House Visits 
Dog Walking & Doggie Day Care B
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Love animals as much
as we do? Get in touch! 

Home Dog Boarders & House

Sitters needed ASAP. Flexible

opportunity to care for pets

frequently or occasionally; either

in their home or yours. Ideal if you

wfh, are retired or you're free in

the school hols. 

Award-winning business with over a decade of

experience. We provide care tailored to your

pet as an individual .

info@mollycoddlespetcare.co.uk
www.mollycoddlespetcare.co.uk

07595 594592
Online Booking Also Available 

Opening hours: 
Mon-Thur: 8.00am-8.00pm 

Fri: 8.00am-5.00pm
Sat: 8.30am-12.00pm

Dorridge Surgery 
The Basement, 3 Avenue 
Road, Dorridge, Solihull, 
B93 8LD

Want to know more? Get in touch

01564 400 121
admin@dorridgechiropractic.co.uk

Experiencing Back Pain?
CHIROPRACTIC . . . so often the answer

Dorridge Chiropractic Clinic specialises in  

a variety of services tailored to your needs:

• Chiropractic
• Sports massage
• Exercise programmes
• Dry needling 

• Laser Therapy
 

• X-ray facilities (at Solihull clinic)  

Dorridge Chiropractic Clinic.pdf   1   16/11/2022   09:04



The Flooring EXPERTS
Number 1 Flooring

• LAMINATES
• SOLID WOOD
• ENGINEERED WOOD
• REAL WOOD
• HERRINGBONE FLOORING

• VINYLS
• CARPETS
• LVT – LUXURY VINYL TILES 
• SPC VINYL FLOORING
• ACCESSORIES

Open Monday to Saturday 9am to 6pm 
and Sunday 10.30am – 4.30pm

0121 745 9352
www.number1�ooring.co.uk
bham@number1�ooring.co.uk

266-268 Stratford Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 3AD

LD-No1Flooring-FP.pdf   1   04/10/2022   14:15



useful services

13  

No call-out charge
Available 24/7

12 month parts 
& labour guarantee

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE, NO-OBLIGATION SECURITY CHECK AND ADVICE

Locked Out Lost Keys

Locks Changed & Replaced

Home Security

Emergency Locksmiths

uPVC Door Lock Specialists

Door/Window Handles 
Changed & Replaced Emergency Boarding Up 

& Burglary Repairs

We can gain access for you non-destructively

15-30 min emergency response time 
for your peace of mind

Our locksmiths are specialists in uPVC door 
and window locks

Stuck, broken or damaged window 
handles? We can help

Lost your keys? We recommend a full lock 
change service for your security

Lock replacement and upgrades, all with 
a 12 month guarantee

We o� er a variety of smart camera and alarm 
systems to protect your property

We can o� er a 24/7 emergency boarding 
up and repair service

lewis@lock� t.co.uk
www.lock� t.co.uk/lock� t-locksmiths-knowle/ 01564 627 020

• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and serviced from £39.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based in Solihull, West 
Midlands with many years experience. Deluxe Roofing Ltdis a professional, 

reliable roofing company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61

All guttering cleaned and repaired from £49.99

MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND
(MIDLANDS BRANCH), COVENTRY, SHIRLEY WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK
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L A N G U A G E  L E S S O N S  LO C A L LY  A N D  O N L I N E

LOVE TO SPEAK GERMAN, FRENCH OR SPANISH?
NEW TO SOLIHULL AND NEED BETTER ENGLISH?

Call 01564 739621 or 0784 031 5982
E-mail info@beech-languages.co.uk

www.beech-languages.co.uk

Expert tuition for exams, travel and business
Local, qualified and experienced language tutors

Contact us now for your free, no-obligation consultation

L O C A L  L A N G U A G E  L E A R N I N G      
Languages

Expert 1:1 tuition from just £30 per hour

Thursday 8th December 2022 is Save the 
Children’s Christmas Jumper Day!

The charity Save the Children started 
Christmas Jumper Day in 2012. Every 
year since then, millions of people don 

gaudy festive knitwear in their school or 
office and donate £2 to a good cause.

The Christmas jumper has grown in 
popularity, going from ‘hideously misjudged 
gift’ status to a desirable festive fashion 
statement. Some 12 million Christmas 
jumpers are sold in the UK in the run up to 
Christmas every year. 

With the rise of consumer advertising in 
the fifties and sixties, jumpers had always 
featured heavily in Christmas adverts. 
The models’ usual suits and dresses were 
replaced with cosy knitwear to encourage 

consumers to buy 
seasonal goods. These 
were more conventional 
woollies though. As Christmas became 
ever more commercial, ‘novelty’ jumpers 
appeared decorated with snowmen, 
snowflakes, Santas, and popular cartoon 
characters dressed in festive attire.

There’s a Christmas jumper to suit every 
taste, from ‘techno-knits’ covered in fairy 
lights, which connect to your phone and 
play musical clips, to jumpers bearing 
whimsical dachshunds in Santa hats, 
through to elegantly beautiful sparkly 
numbers that wouldn’t look out of place at 
a cocktail event.

Pull on your Christmas pullover on 
December 8th and help raise money for a 
good cause.

Christmas Jumper Day!
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CLEANING
YOU’VE EVER SEEN...OR IT’S FREE

0798 544 6260 • 0121 663 0310
www.BirminghamCarpetCleaners.co.uk
Covering Knowle, Dorridge, Solihull, Shirley and surrounding areas

ADCHEM... reassuringly local
THE MOST THOROUGH

✓ Leaves your carpets & upholstery
    cleaner & drier with less disturbance
✓ Hard floor cleaning & renovation

including tiles & grout
✓ Karndean & luxury vinyl floor

cleaning & sealing
✓ Fully self contained -

no electricity or water needed
We even clean their carpets!

Quote Knowle & Dorridge 
Directory when calling

KD adchem.pdf   1   21/10/2022   09:05

Super 

Kev

Get christmas party ready!

Washing  |  Ironing  |  Duvets  |  Dry Cleaning
Drop off before 8am for same day collection

0121 605 2322
170 Yardley Road, Acocks Green, Birmingham, 

B27 6LR

www.mopheads.co.uk  hello@mopheads.co.uk



Please call John: 07854 623 592 or Office: 0330 043 6806
to arrange your free inspection and quotation. 

Over 30 years’ experience in the roofing industry

john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk
www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

Roofing
We can help with any roofing 
work you may need. 

Whether you need a new roof, or 
a repair, whether you fancy having 
Velux roof windows installed, or 
your soffits, fascia and guttering 
replaced, we’ll offer you honest 
advice, professional workmanship, 
and competitive prices. 

Solar Panels
Save on your energy bills.

If you’d like to reduce your 
energy bills, then we can install 
solar panels so you can 
generate your own electricity. 

Promise To Our Customers
We guarantee to offer you a dependable service, offering

 outstanding quality at realistic prices, with your complete 
satisfaction being our number one priority. 

LD-Revive-FP.pdf   1   04/10/2022   12:36
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From 

£895* £895* £895
for a fully 
fi tted electric 
garage door.
WAS £1,354 INCLUDING VAT.

Garolla garage doors are expertly 
made to measure in our own UK 

factories, they’re strong and solidly 
built. The electric Garolla door rolls 
up vertically, taking up only 8 inches 

inside your garage, maximising 
valuable space. Our expert local 

installers will fi t your new door and 
they’ll take away the old one too, 

so there’s no mess.

Give us a call today and we’ll come 
and measure up FREE of charge.

CALL US TODAY ON:

01564 340  013
MOBILE:

07537 149 128

*Off er valid for openings up to 2.4m wide & including 2 remote controls, 55mm white slats, internal manual 
override.

So goes the vintage Pinky and Perky 
song. A kiss under a sprig of mistletoe is a 
well-known festive tradition. But why?

Mistletoe is a parasitic plant which 
attaches itself to a tree by means of 
something called a haustorium, and through 
this it extracts water and nutrients from the 
host plant. So how did it become associated 
with romance?

Mistletoe’s medicinal uses can be traced 
back to Ancient Greece, where they used 
it as a cure for everything from menstrual 
cramps to spleen disorders, and the Romans 
used as for epilepsy, ulcers and as a poison. 
No obvious romantic overtones there! Enter 
the Celtic Druids around 1st century A.D. 
Mistletoe thrives during the coldest winters, 
so the Druids adopted it as a sacred symbol 
of vivacity, and used it in both humans and 

animals in the hope of 
restoring fertility. Then 
there is the Norse myth 
of Odin’s son Baldur, who 
was prophesied to die, 
so his mother Frigg, the 
goddess of love, went to all the animals and 
plants of the natural world to secure an oath 
that they would not harm him. But she forgot 
to ask the humble mistletoe, so the god Loki 
cunningly made an arrow from the plant and 
used it to kill the otherwise invincible Baldur. 
But the gods were able to resurrect him, so 
(somewhat counterintuitively perhaps) Frigg 
declared mistletoe a symbol of love and 
vowed to plant a kiss on all those who passed 
beneath it.

Do you love or hate the tradition of kissing 
under the mistletoe?

Give us a kiss for Christmas…

• DRIVEWAYS • PATIOS • ROOFS • GUTTERS • FASCIA & SOFFITS

They can become blocked by leaves, moss, silt and weeds. 
Overflowing gutters can lead to damp and serious costly maintenance issues.

We can avoid that for you by quickly and efficiently cleaning your gutters with the majority of the work 
done from the ground and only where access issues necessitate from a small aluminium tower.

We use high powered vacuum equipment and carbon fibre poles that can reach up to 3 and 4 storeys.

The cleaning work is monitered on a screen at ground level by the operative who  receives a live feed from 
a small camera attached to the vacuum head.

Let us visit and give you a quote...

Don’t be caught  
out this winter with  
blocked gutters

Don’t wait  
until it’s 
too late...

If you live in a semi-detached 

or terrace property,  

why not get together with 

your neighbours, we can offer 

discounts if we can clean 

multiple properties in the 

same visit. 

DISCOUNTS 
AVAILABLE

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

0121 369 0070
07546 264164
	enquiries@solclean.co.uk 
	 www.solclean.co.uk
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Athos solutions for the future...
BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Chartered Certified Accountants

• Accounts
• Tax Returns
• Payroll and Auto Enrolment
• Bookkeeping and VAT Returns
• Tax Advice
• Management Accounts
Call and make an appointment for a free initial
consultation where a bespoke fixed fee quotation 
will be provided.

T. 0333 400 7876
Athos Business Solutions Limited
1623 Warwick Road, Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands B93 9LF
www.athos.uk.com

Athos has built up a 
professional team that 
goes the ‘extra mile’ as 
a matter of due course. 
This has been invaluable 
to our business and has 
greatly assisted us.

Roger Green, Director 
Menswear Company

enquiries@athos.uk.com



Want help with your estate planning? Call 0330 024 0333  
email Hannah.Tait@shma.co.uk or visit www.shma.co.uk 

Shakespeare Martineau Radcliffe House, Blenheim Court, Solihull, B91 2AA

Don’t let inheritance tax spoil your 
family Christmas

Giving to loved ones is a Christmas tradition that everyone enjoys, whether a shopping voucher  
or a car; it always adds a bit of extra cheer to the holiday. However, for people who like to splash out 

on their gifts, inheritance tax (IHT) can put a dampener on things. Hannah Tait,  
partner at Shakespeare Martineau in Solihull, explains.

What is IHT?
Quite simply, it is a tax levied on assets acquired through an inheritance or gift. 

What’s the tax-free limit for gifts and are any gifts exempt?
Annual lifetime transfers of up to £3,000 can be made each tax year without worrying about inheritance 
tax. Small gifts of up to £250 can also be made to as many people as you like. This can be very useful for 
Christmas! Donations to charity and some gifts in consideration of marriages or civil partnerships 
are not liable for inheritance tax, depending on how closely related a person is to the happy 
couple. Gifts of £5,000, for example, can be made by a parent and £2,500 can be made 
by a grandparent. All gifts between married couples or those in civil partnerships are 
generally also exempt, although it is important that domicile is considered here.

What’s the seven-year-rule?
Most gifts will initially be considered as ‘potentially exempt transfers’. These become 
totally exempt when the donor has survived seven years from the date of the gift. 
If you die within seven years of the potentially exempt transfer, the value eats into 
your Nil Rate Band (currently £325k per person), thus reducing or even eliminating 
the amount that can be passed to your beneficiaries without IHT implications. 

Is there a way to avoid IHT for certain?
No one can predict how long someone will live. However, early planning is 
recommended and it is always important to consider the capital gains tax 
implications of any gift as well as the IHT position.  One often overlooked 
option for IHT is the ‘normal expenditure of out income’ exemption. If a 
person can prove their income meets all their living costs, and that their 
standard of living can be maintained after the gift has been made, then it 
may be possible to claim this exemption for IHT.  To qualify, there must 
be a regular pattern to this gifting and maintaining records is crucial for 
the claiming of this very useful exemption. People often use this for the 
payment of school fees.

KD-Shakespeare Martineau-DEC2022.indd   1KD-Shakespeare Martineau-DEC2022.indd   1 24/11/2022   12:0824/11/2022   12:08



Bespoke Home Security

SERVICING HOMES & BUSINESS 
SINCE 1995

0121 706 8666 
www.damarsecuritysystems.co.uk

Follow like and share!

@Damar_Security damarsecuritysystemsltd Damar Security systems ltd

CCTV
 High Definition Cameras

 Upto 8MP

 24 Hour Colour

 SmartPhone Viewing

 Fully maintained each year

ALARMS
 New Installations

 Takeovers

 Fully Comprehensive Cover

 Open 24/7

 SmartPhone Control
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PSYCHOLOGICAL THERAPY.
PRIVATE HEALTH CARE.

 

Work related stress? Anxiety? Depression? Low self esteem?  Compulsive behaviours? 
OCD? Anger management? Emotion regulation difficulties? Adolescent behavioural 

problems?  Aggressive driving? Panic attacks? Phobias? Emotional distress?
 

New Street, Kenilworth.
Wassell Grove Lane, Hagley.
Day and Evening Appointments Available

Contact: enquiries@equanimitycbt.co.uk  
Telephone 0844 693 1282 for a 
free 15 minute telephone consultation. 
B.A.B.C.P. Accredited CBT Psychotherapist.  
 
Approved Health Care Provider for
AXA-PPP, Aviva, BUPA, Allianz, CIGNA, Simply Health and WPA.  www.equanimitycbt.co.uk

Equanimity CBT provides Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) which is the therapy of choice in 
the NHS for common emotional, behavioural and mental health problems. It is also available 

privately and through health insurance. Corporate referrals are also accepted.

Equanimity CBT





 GARDEN CENTRE & 
SHOPPING VILLAGE

 Christmas Shopping as it Should Be

Hatton Country World, Hatton, CV35 8XA
Hattonworld.com

A Fabulous Array of Independent Shops
Explore the nooks and crannies of our 
beautiful rural shopping village to find 
loads of gorgeous gifts.

You’ll be sure to find The Unusual, The 
Unique & Boutique in our fabulous 
independent shops. There is 
something for everyone...

Ladies Fashion, Homeware, Doggie 
Giftware, Traditional Sweet Shop, Bike 
Shop, Handmade Jewellery, Gin 
Distillery, Toy Shop, Beauty & Skincare 
more... Come and explore for yourself!

JUST OPENED Garden Centre & 
Christmas Shop

Christmas
Markets

Every Weekend 

Our popular Christmas 
Markets run every 

weekend right up until 
Christmas.  Visit our 

website for more details.

Furniture & homewares 
from 20 top high street 

brands at up to
 60% OFF!

Immediate delivery or 
collection... you won’t get 
that online for Christmas!

For 2022
NEW

Step into Christmas with British 
Garden Centres. From unique gift 
ideas to enchanting décor, trees 
and lights, this brand new store 

has everything you need to 
create a Christmas to remember.
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from 20 top high street 

brands at up to
 60% OFF!

Immediate delivery or 
collection... you won’t get 
that online for Christmas!

For 2022
NEW

Step into Christmas with British 
Garden Centres. From unique gift 
ideas to enchanting décor, trees 
and lights, this brand new store 

has everything you need to 
create a Christmas to remember.

a good read By Natasha Donovan

One Day in December
by Josie Silver
It’s the time of year for a 
feel-good romantic novel, 
one that can be enjoyed 
curled up under a blanket 
with a nutmeg-spiced hot 
chocolate. 

Laurie is unlucky in love 
and stuck in a career rut. 
One day she is sitting on 
a bus when she spots a 
man reading at the bus stop. He looks up, 
their eyes meet and somewhere there is a 
spark. Laurie can’t stop thinking about him, 
wondering if they will ever meet. Her best friend 
and roommate Sarah is Laurie’s opposite. She 
introduces Jack, her new boyfriend to Laurie, 
anxious that they will hit it off except... her 
boyfriend is the man from the bus, the guy that 

Laurie has been dreaming about. No surprises 
here...classic romantic chick-lit so far. 

Cue heartbreak and hiccups, and the quest 
not to hurt a friend while pursuing your own 
‘happily ever after’. But this novel actually 
spans a decade (unusual for a romance) 
of friendship, fate, unrequited feelings, 
forgiveness, heartache, and love. It’s not a 
typical love story...there’s good character 
development. It’s told both from Laurie and 
Jack’s perspectives, with the reader privy 
to their thoughts and feelings. It has all the 
nostalgia (and a few of the cliches) of a 
Richard Curtis film, but the trio of central 
characters clearly care deeply about each 
other. Their friendship feels genuine, which in 
turn makes us care about them and gives the 
story its heart. 

If this book doesn’t get made into a film at 
some point, I’ll be surprised.



At SmartSi we bring together the power of 
beautiful design and innovative technology, 
to deliver simple, elegant lifestyle solutions 
that make your home a joy. 

From home automation solutions that give 
you effortless control of light, heat and 
security, to bespoke home cinemas, CCTV,
multi-room entertainment systems, Wi-Fi 
and outdoor living, our smart technology  
solutions offer something for everyone.

Whether you’re a homeowner looking to  
enhance your home, a developer, or an  
architect planning a new-build, get in touch 
to find out how we can bring your vision  
to life.

www.smartsi.co.uk
contact@smartsi.co.uk

0800 055 4595

Your home,
made effortless
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Lady Katherine Housing & CareLady Katherine Housing & Care
Rated by the Care Quality Commission as: GOOD

Residential Care
Sheltered Housing

Respite Care
(now taking Summer and Autumn Respite bookings)

Housing & Care  
in Temple Balsall

Company No. 7890553      Company No. 7890553      www.leveson.org.uk  www.leveson.org.uk  

If you would like to pay us a visit or discuss  
our current availability feel free to get in touch.

Get in touch: 01564 772415
(Chris Mundell)

If you would like to find out more about living in Temple Balsall or 
would like to pay us a visit, please contact:

Chris Mundell on 01564 772415 
or email cmundell@leveson.org.uk

Registered Charity 1146710Registered Charity 1146710

In a codicil to her will Lady Katherine Leveson bequeathed 
a legacy to build almshouses for poor women and to 
build a school for poor boys at Temple Balsall.

So for almost 350 years housing for and care of older people has been provided at Temple 
Balsall by our ancient charity. Today LADY KATHERINE HOUSING AND CARE provides 
accommodation for over 50 residents, both men and women, in residential care and 
sheltered housing.

SHORT RESPITE BREAKS are also available giving Carers and/or those they care for a 
short holiday in our glorious, peaceful surroundings. Although Temple Balsall is in the heart 
of the countryside we are within easy reach of Knowle, Solihull and Balsall Common.

Our chef produces delicious home cooked food with a much as possible sourced locally. We 
have a weekly program of activities for our residents and have our own in-house hair salon.

LadyK-KD-MAY.indd   2-3LadyK-KD-MAY.indd   2-3 26/04/22   4:10 PM26/04/22   4:10 PM

At SmartSi we bring together the power of 
beautiful design and innovative technology, 
to deliver simple, elegant lifestyle solutions 
that make your home a joy. 

From home automation solutions that give 
you effortless control of light, heat and 
security, to bespoke home cinemas, CCTV,
multi-room entertainment systems, Wi-Fi 
and outdoor living, our smart technology  
solutions offer something for everyone.

Whether you’re a homeowner looking to  
enhance your home, a developer, or an  
architect planning a new-build, get in touch 
to find out how we can bring your vision  
to life.

www.smartsi.co.uk
contact@smartsi.co.uk

0800 055 4595

Your home,
made effortless
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CROSSROADS SERVICE STATION LTD
A friendly, family-run business since 1969

 
• MOT Testing – Cars & Motorbikes
• Servicing & Repairs
• Air Conditioning Service & Repair
• Diagnostic Service & Repair
• Laser Wheel Alignment
• Tyres – Supplied & Fitted
• Quali�ed & Experienced Sta�
• Courtesy Car or Collection/Delivery available

 599-601 Tanworth Lane, Shirley, Solihull B90 4JE
Tel: 01564 703225
www.crossroadservicestation.co.uk

OPEN 6 DAYS 
A WEEK

MON – FRI 8.00am – 6.00pm
SAT 8.00am – 1.00pm

VAT No.: 113213041

We are a 
Which?

Trusted Trader

We can SAVE your windows!

Replace the pane, not the frame

SAVE money, energy & time
All glazing backed by our

Has Your Double
Glazing Steamed Up?

Local, friendly
engineer

Priority freephone

SAVE money - SAVE energy - SAVE 

Your local trusted expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Untitled-1   1 30/09/2019   12:59
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heritagedrivesltd@gmail.comSunnyside, Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden B92 0LW

0121 690 5581

Driveways & Landscapes 
In The West Midlands
Professional Driveway & Landscaping 
company based in Solihull, working throughout  
the West Midlands

heritagedrivesandlandscapes.co.uk

07377 534460  

We pride ourselves on our high 
standards of workmanship
BLOCK PAVING | TARMACING (red and black) | PATIOS | RESIN | BRICKWORK | SLABBING  | GRAVEL 
FENCING   LANDSCAPING ||  PROPERTY & ROOF REPAIRS | DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE 
(Pressure cleaning & sealing - weed free)

FREE QUOTATIONS

DISCOUNT PRICES

10

heritagedrivesltd@gmail.com

Heritage Driveways.pdf   1   03/10/2022   15:40

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

answers on page 42



heritagedrivesltd@gmail.comSunnyside, Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden B92 0LW

0121 690 5581

Driveways & Landscapes 
In The West Midlands
Professional Driveway & Landscaping 
company based in Solihull, working throughout  
the West Midlands

heritagedrivesandlandscapes.co.uk

07377 534460  

We pride ourselves on our high 
standards of workmanship
BLOCK PAVING | TARMACING (red and black) | PATIOS | RESIN | BRICKWORK | SLABBING  | GRAVEL 
FENCING   LANDSCAPING ||  PROPERTY & ROOF REPAIRS | DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE 
(Pressure cleaning & sealing - weed free)

FREE QUOTATIONS

DISCOUNT PRICES

10

heritagedrivesltd@gmail.com

Heritage Driveways.pdf   1   03/10/2022   15:40
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Saqib Bhatti MP
Working for Meriden

Constituency office:
631 Warwick Road, Solihull B91 1AR

 0121 711 7029
 saqibbhatti.org.uk
  saqib.bhatti@parliament.uk

This advert is funded by the Independent 
Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA) for 
the purpose of assisting Saqib Bhatti MP in the 
performance of their Parliamentary duties.

Get in      
  touch

As a child growing up in the Seventies, 
I thought socks were the most boring 
Christmas gift possible until the year 

my Aunty Glenda bought me a rainbow-
striped over-the-knee pair with individual 
toes. She was the coolest aunt and they 
were the coolest socks. I was the envy of my 
friends and my obsession with socks began.

Socks are actually the perfect Christmas 
gift. They are great for stocking fillers, 
brilliant for Secret Santa, and just the thing 
for those awkward relatives and friends.

Everyone needs a pair of socks in 
the winter, particularly now we’re all 
trying to use the heating less. Bed 
socks and Hygge-style lounge socks 
are making a big comeback this 
year as we all try to keep warm.

And socks wear out, they also have a 

propensity for 
disappearing. It’s 
a rare person who 
can claim to have 
too many socks!

They are 
affordable too. 
Even if you have 
a friend who 
favours designer brands, a pair of socks 
is usually within budget. Admittedly 
cashmere socks are super-expensive, 
but the recipient will love you forever.

And there’s a sock for everyone: witty, 
pretty, glittery, bright, pastel, practical, 
and luxurious. The choice is endless.

And every time the recipient wears 
your gift, they’ll think fondly of you.

So, sock it to everyone this Christmas.

Sock it to Them
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FREE 
No Obligation Quote 

10 year Manufacturer Warranty

Tel: 01527 850295 • Mobile: 07712 327889
stuart@stusloftladders.co.uk • www.stusloftladders.co.uk

Installing Loft Ladders Since 2008

We also install loft fl ooring and boarding

All types of loft ladders 
professionally installed.
Top quality 3 section aluminium 
loft ladder professionally fi tted with 
pivot arm, hand rail, wide fl at treads 
for comfort and rubber feet. Loft 
hatch included.

Areas that we cover?
• Redditch • Solihull • Stratford-Upon-Avon
• Worcester • Warwick • Birmingham • Evesham

0121 704 1339
www.windowfixofsolihull.co.uk

• Misted/Broken glass units
• UPVc–DoorLocks/Hinges/Handles
• Windows–Locks/Hinges/Handles
• Patio Door–Tracks/Wheels
• Conservatory Roof Replacement
• Replacement Fascia & Guttering
• REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
 & DOORS

WINDOW FIX
of

SOLIHULL
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS & INSTALLATION

answers on page 22
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COMPETITIONS
Win a £150  
voucher 
to use at Hatton  
Country World  
Hatton Country World is the perfect 
day out for all the family. From the 
animals, action and adventure at the 
Adventure World, to browsing the myriad 
of unique independent retailers at the 
Shopping village, including a brand 
new garden centre or outwitting your 
opponents in the immersive Escape 
Rooms all followed up by a bite to eat 
at the award winning Hatton Arms. 
 
Closing date for entries is 20th December 2022. 

Win 2 tickets 
to see King Pleasure & 
The Biscuit Boys  
Friday 17th February at 7.30pm, 
The Core Theatre, Solihull 

Be entertained by the Kings of Swing! 
They’re the genuine article, in full working 
order, dedicated to shaking you up and 
swinging you into the middle of next week.
Closing date for entries is 10th January 2023. 
 
How to enter 
For your chance to win, email zoe@dorridgedirectory.
com with the subject line Hatton Country World or 
King Pleasure (or both!) and you will be added to 
our database to receive our monthly e-newsletter 
about offers and events in Solihull. The winners will 
be notified by email after the closing dates. There 
is no cash value nor exchange for these prizes. 

competition time



The Hospice Charity Partnership
Registered Charity No: 1156964

Treecycling is an easy, environmentally friendly way to get rid 
of your tree. Book today at: 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk/treecycling
or call 0121 752 8779

Our volunteers will be Treecycling in Birmingham, Solihull and Sutton Coldfield.

CHRISTMAS 
TREECYCLING
14 & 15 January 2023
We’ll collect and recycle 
your tree, in exchange for a 
donation. 

Kindly supported by:In partnership with:

Scan to book!
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•  Small established cleaning and domestic help business
•  Provide dedicated, friendly & 
 trustworthy local ladies (CRB checked)
•  Take pride in high standards and 
 caring for customers' homes
•  Regular service or one off spring cleans
•  Ironing service available
•  References available
•  Comprehensive insurance
•  Costs are not subject to VAT

Dorridge & Knowle 
Domestic Cleaning Services

For a FREE, no obligation quote, 
please call Sue on 07809 567264

Come and visit our 
NEW showroom 

in Studley
Unit 1,

Haydon House,
Alcester Road,

Studley
B80 7AN

07592 303104 or 
07910 289565www.acsinteriordoors.co.uk

ACS interior doors.pdf   1   2/08/21   4:47 PM

The Hospice Charity Partnership
Registered Charity No: 1156964

Treecycling is an easy, environmentally friendly way to get rid 
of your tree. Book today at: 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk/treecycling
or call 0121 752 8779

Our volunteers will be Treecycling in Birmingham, Solihull and Sutton Coldfield.

CHRISTMAS 
TREECYCLING
14 & 15 January 2023
We’ll collect and recycle 
your tree, in exchange for a 
donation. 

Kindly supported by:In partnership with:

Scan to book!
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Accountants 
20 Athos Business Solutions  0333 400 7876

Car Services 
33  Crossroads 
 service station  01564 703225

Care services 
29 Lady Katherine Housing 
 & Care  01564 772850 
32  Eastcote Park  01564 757237

Carpets & Flooring  
12  Number 1 Flooring  0121 745 9352
43  D.A. Mander & Son  01564 700200

Charity 
40  Birmingham Hospice  0121 752 8779

Cleaning Services
16  Mopheads  0121 605 2322
16  Adchem  0798 544 6260
19  Sol Clean  0121 369 0070
41 Dorridge & Knowle Domestic 
 Cleaning Services  07809 567264

Doors & Windows 
7  Homeseal  07976 710463
18 Garolla garage doors  01564 340013
33  Cloudy 2 Clear  0800 61 21 118
37  Window Fix of Solihull   0121 704 1339
41 ACS Doors  07592 303104

Electricians 
15  Midland Electrical Group 0121 238 5949

Events 
6  Land Rover Sports & 
 Social Club  0121 742 5490
26  Hatton Country World  01926 843411

Fires & Fireplaces 
30  Fusion  0121 743 8540

Funeral Directors
1  Bastock & Bruce  01564 335577

Gardens and drives 
8  Solihull Tree Care  0121 604 6809
25 Projects Paving & 
 Landscaping 0121 652 0145
31 Central Drives 
 Landscapes 0121 702 1456
35  Heritage Drives 
 & Landscapes  0121 690 5581

Graphic & Website Design 
38  Hot Lobster Design Ltd 0121 369 1977

Health & Wellbeing     
9  Physio & Health Matters  01564 660557
11  Dorridge Chiropractic 
 Clinic   01564 400121
24  Equanimity CBT 0844 693 1282

Heating 
9 Stephen Smith Plumbing 
 & Heating  01564 200119

Home Technology 
28  Smart SI  0800 055 4595

Kitchens & Bathrooms 
2 Cullen Plumbing & Tiling 07896 862916
10 Dream Doors  0121 744 8974

Language Tuition 
14  Beech Languages  01564 739 621

Local matters 
36  MP for Meriden  0121 711 7029

Locksmiths 
13 Lockfit  01564 627020

Lofts
37 Stu’s Loft Ladders 07712 327889

Painter & Decorator
24 Bill Boyce 0121 744 0040

Pet care 
11  Mollycoddles  07595 594592

Plumbing
2 Cullen Plumbing & Tiling 07896 862916
3 Knowle Domestic 
 Appliance Repairs 01564 730183
9 Stephen Smith Plumbing 
 & Heating  01564 200119

Roofing
5  Michael Kavanagh Building 
 & Roofing  024 7671 7737
13  Deluxe Roofing  0800 747 1461
17  Revive Roofing  07854 623592
27 C Stevens Roofing  0121 733 1276
44 N. Bird & Son 0121 743 6324

Security 
22-23  Damar Security Systems 0121 706 8666

Solicitors 
21  Shakespeare Martineau  0121 705 8151

Tiling 
2  Cullen Plumbing & Tiling 07896 862916

local police contact
for knowle & dorridge
Sergeant Mike Lloyd
Telephone: 101 ext 892 6037
Email:  rural@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

LOCAL COUNCILLORS  
DORRIDGE & HOCKLEY 
HEATH  
Ian Courts  
Tel: 01676 535490 
courts@solihull.gov.uk

Andrew Mackiewicz 
Tel: 01564 230294 
amackiewicz@solihull.gov.uk

Ken Meeson 
Tel: 01564 777772 
kmeeson@solihull.gov.uk

KNOWLE  
Diana Holl-Allen MBE 
Tel: 01675 443112 
dhallen@solihull.gov.uk

Jeff Potts 
Tel: 01564 774804 
jpotts@solihull.gov.uk

Alan Rebeiro 
Tel: 01564 200047 
arebeiro@solihull.gov.uk

Suduko Solution
from page 34

Crossword Solution
from page 34

mindbenders
from page 37



Don Mander does not have retail premises. If you need him 
please call him direct – the only way to buy carpets

01564 700200
See our Review’s at Mobile: 07976 778694

FREE ESTIMATES
91 Longdon Road, Knowle B93 9HT

We can uplift and remove existing carpets and move furniture

EASIER
Than walking round 

lots of shops

ACCURATE
See colours in their 

true light

CONVENIENT
View in the comfort of 

your own home

We come to you
Support the NHS

Stay at home and stay safe

SUPPLIERS TO THE
NATIONALTRUST

D.A. MANDER & SON Ltd
PROFESSIONAL FITTER AND

SUPPLIER OF QUALITY CARPETS

Need a carpet? 

We’d like to wish 
all our customers a merry 

Christmas and a happy 
and healthy New Year.

We’d like to wish 
all our customers a merry 

Christmas and a happy 
and healthy New Year.



• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles
• Chimney Work
 

 
 

 

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

NO PAYMENT UNTIL YOU ARE 100% SATISFIED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Lead Work
• UPVC Facia, 
   So�t & Gutters
• GRP Flat Roofs
• Small brickwork jobs

N.Bird-full page.pdf   1   27/01/22   11:09 AM


