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REViVE

ROOFING & BUILDING SOLUTIONS

SME 0o ws

2025 Business Elite Awards

Revive Roofing &
Building Solutions

Baost Family-Fun Roofing
Busineds 2025 - West Midlands

Wirnee!

e New slate and tiled roofs e Repointing

e Flat roofs e Roof timberwork

e Chimneys e Solar panel installation
e Velux roof windows e And more!

Our highly qualified roofing experts will complete
your roofing tasks, quickly and efficiently.

Promise To Our Customers
We guarantee to offer you a dependable service, offering
outstanding quality at realistic prices, with your complete
satisfaction being our number one priority.

john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk
www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk
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CANDY + HOTPOINT +« HOOVER

Knowle Domestic
Plumbing Service &
Appliance Repairs

LU e  Appliance Repair
Undertaken Services

 Burst pipes/leaks

Hoso?

va3yo -
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ISSNANVZ -

« Taps, Sinks, Waste Units {8 Washing Machines

* Ball Valves, Overflows ™ Dishwashers
« Tanks, Cylinders,

Immersions * Tumble Dryers

- Toilets, baths, » Electric cookers
Showers

« 24 Hour Emgrgenﬂy . vac"um c’eaﬂem -

£10 OFF for first time customers with this ad.
Valid until: 10th January 2026

12 month guarantee, same day call-out
special rates for 0AP’s

Office: 01564 730183
Mobhile: 07770 698196

L1IS3ANI -+ T700dT7HIHM - 373N

x
]
-
=
v
=
Q
w
-
w

NOL1SIHY

. BENDI!

SIEMENS




Merry Chrisimas

Welcome to the December edition...
Wishing you all a very merry Christmas.

Christmas will be just around the corner by
the time this reaches you. So here’s hoping

you’re all stocked up with goodies and gifts
to see you through the festive season.

It can be the most wonderful time of the year, but it
can also be the loneliest. If you have time why not try
reaching out to any local people who live on their
own to see if they’d like a cup of tea and a chat.

However you spend your Christmas, here’s
hoping you have a lovely time and wishing
you all a happy and healthy 2026.

Zoe Reece %
Tel: 07557 220585

Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.knowleanddorridgedirectory.com

GOT SOMETHING
TO SHOUT ABOUT?

ADVERTISE IN THIS DIRECTORY
GET THE WORD OUT

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 /
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

E Locally designed by: hotlobster design Itd Printed by: Norwood Press }

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE
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useful services

Have Your Windows
Steamed Up? g2

Vallabl

Replace just the failed glass unit!

All glazing backed by our

Looking to upgrade your existing = ’ o [m]
z 5 windows and doors? UPVC, 5}% 'E___j!
composite or aluminium.
YEAR || o ot o
GUARANTEE ontact us ‘ trade Get a FREE Quote

Specialists in timber frames &

Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Amdega conservatory restoration

cloud] 2 At 0800 6121118

il i v www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! X [Fi .

* NEIL CLARK

HOUSE CLEARANCE

FULLY INSURED — WASTE CARRIER LICENSE

FULL HOUSE CLEARANCES « LOFTS « GARAGES
OFFICES » FACTORIES « SHOP CLEARANCES

07930636783

CLARKNEIL 1966@GMAIL.COM




local events

community events

A CIRQUE SPECTACULAR

Wicked Wizard

of Oz Cirque
spectacular

21-22 December

BP Pulse Live, by the NEC
Panto meets Cirque... be
amazed! With a cast of 60
and spectacular aerial stunts
and amazing special effects
this infernational class arena
show is the event of the year,
not to be missed. Tickets from
www.bppulselive.co.uk

Visit Santa at
Touchwood

Until 24 December

Santais back in residence
this year at his enchanted
Christmas grotto. He's eagerly
waiting fo receive wish lists
and willeven have an early
gift for your little ones. Be sure
to book online so the elves
CaN reserve your space. Www.
eventsattouchwood.co.uk/
christmas

Santa’s Christmas
Party

19-24 December

The Core Theatre Solihull
This is a 45 minute, inferactive
family show, particularly
suitable for 2-8 year olds,
after which the adventure
confinues as each child getfs
the chance to receive a
special present from Father
Christmas. Book tickets at
www.thecoretheatresolinull.
co.uk

Family New Year’s
Eve Disco

31 December

Shirley British Legion
Celebrate the New Year
beginning with music,
dancing, and a great family-
friendly atmosphere right up
until Tam! Don’t miss out on
the most fun way to ring in
2026 with your loved ones.
Tickets from www.ticketsource.
co.uk

Poker Night
Experience

16 January 7.30pm

Land Rover Sports & Social
Club

Royal Sharks Poker is launching
in Solihull. Entry is £5 - pay on
the door. All abilities welcome.
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Avery Knowle Gate

CARE HOME

We offer high-quality residential, dementia and respite care
in a welcoming and engaging environment. Arrange a visit to
discover comfort, companionship, and expert care.

Learn more about our heartfelt care

01564 621238 averyhealthcare.co.uk

1331 Warwick Road, Knowle, B93 9LW

Scan to see our
exclusive offers




What Foodbanks Need

he Food Foundation
carried out a survey
which suggested
that about one in
seven households
across the UK experience food
insecurity, meaning that they
don’t have reliable access
to enough nutritious food.
Noft all of these families
will rely on foodbanks but
there is no doubt that need
has increased sharply over
the past decade, and
Christmas is a particularly
brutal time for families who
stfruggle with finances.
Foodbanks often need
extra help and donations.
Donations of money and
food are always welcome,
as is the offer fo help sort,
pack and transport.

An ‘emergency’ food parcel UHT / long-life milk Sweets and chocolates
usually provides about three Tea and coffee Tins of shortbread, biscuits
days’ worth of nutritionally Biscuits and snack bars Crisps
balanced non-perishable Long-life fruit juice Hot chocolate.
food. Many people assume Tinned beans and pulses
food banks only need non- Jam, honey and peanut butter Check with your local
perishable food, but they Tinned custard and foodbank what they most
also need other items and rice pudding need. Ask if they need
especially at this time of Toilet roll, soap, shampoo donations for special dietary
year they need little extras, and toothpaste requirements such as coeliac
which are often forgotten., Sanitary pads and tampons disease or diabetes.

Nappies And the best possible thing
Basics Baby food you can do for your local
Tins of vegetables, meat, Washing up liquid foodbank is fo keep it in your
fish, fruit, and soup Laundry detergent thoughts when Christmas
Pasta, rice and noodles Christmas extras is over. Check in regularly.
Pasta and curry sauces Christmas puddings Foodbanks need donations
Cereal, oats Mince pies throughout the year.
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17 Whitacre Rd, Knowle City&
Cullen Vi QaEs

Plumbing & Tiling Established in 2005 Qualified

Full bathroom and ensvite design and e Showroom Finish Wall & Floor Tiling for
installation to the highest standards with bathrooms, kitchens, hallways and
complete project management from start conservatories

to completion

e Specialist in ceramic, porcelain, natural
Kitchen Sinks and Taps, Dishwasher and

stone tiling

Washing Machine Installation

Central Heating & Radiators e Business built on recommendation and
reputation

General Plumbing Maintenance & Repair

All Work Guaranteed
Reliable Honest Service
References and Portfolio of Work Available

Call Alex Cullen
NOW on 07896 862 916

For a free no-obligation quotation




Style for
the modern
gentleman

in Knowle
& Dorridge

(Sometimes you
don’t notice what’s
under your nose!)
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Calling all discerning gentlemen

of Knowle and Dorridge
L — — [~ R = — NN\ — NN Lo — N\

| our journey has been one of evolution, not revolution.

We've been proud to build on the trusted
foundations that have made Aitchison Menswear

a cornerstone of style and quality for generations.
Our loyal customers remain at the heart of
everything we do, and as we've introduced exciting
new brands such as Barbour, Tommy Hilfiger, Loake
and Thomas Maine, our focus has always been on
maintaining the exceptional quality, fit, and service
that Aitchison has long been renowned for.

Each addition to our collection has been carefully
chosen to complement our heritage, offering fresh
inspiration while staying true to our classic roots.

may not yet be aware
of just how much Aitchison Menswear has evolved.

This year, we've unveiled our refreshed branding
and a stylish new shop front that perfectly balances
tradition with modern style. And the journey

Y 1 doesn't stop there - next year we'll be embarking
"-J.- .f i on a major refurbishment of the store to further
enhance the shopping experience.

X
HACKETT

What will always remain unchanged is our
dedication to personal service, expert tailoring and
creating outfits for every occasion - formal, casual,

and everyday. Aitchison continues to evolve, and we
look forward to welcoming both familiar faces and
new customers to discover what’s new.

AT T MNITITI NN\
/Y1 1T ulll OUIN
Menswear
19 Station Road, Knowle, Solihull, B93 OHL aitchisonmenswear.co.uk

aitchisonmenswear £ Aitchison Menswear




book reviews

O g O O d re O d By Natasha Donovan

Letters from Father
Christmas

by J. R. R. Tolkien

J.R.R. Tolkien’s Letters from
Father Christmas feels like
opening a keepsake trunk. %
Gathered from the notes
Tolkien wrote to his children
between 1920 and 1943,
these letters arrive from
the North Pole with wobbly
calligraphy, postmarks,
and gloriously chaotic side-comments from the
accident-prone North Polar Bear. The result is

a scrapbook of make-believe that somehow
grows more believable with every page.

There are capers involving fireworks gone

wrong, goblin interlopers, and pantry raids, all
rendered with gently anarchic humour. And
there’s wonder, with flaring auroras, moonlit ice
cliffs, and marching bears ‘bearing’ gifts! Tolkien’s
illustrations and invented alphabets provide half
of the magic; the other half is the voice of Father
Christmas who sounds at once ancient and
avuncular, and also wistful and wry; a storyteller
who knows when to whisper and when to boom.
Because the letters span decades, his children
grow up, wars darken the winters, and merriment
turns tender. The melancholy never breaks the
spell though; it deepens it, the way candlelight
adds depth to a room. Readers of Tolkien

will recognize his hand - names that taste

right, lore that feels lived-in, jokes that land.

As a December ritual, a family read-aloud,

or simply a tonic for grim days, this book
shimmers. Open it, and you may hear

sleigh bells somewhere beyond the page.

It certainly leaves footprints in snow.

s

! i'l.hr-r{-'l_: aipas

That Christmas R
by Richard Curtis, " THAT
illustrated by -Jl"f -

Rebecca Cobb

Five families who always
spend Christmas together
with set traditions and
routines are all set fo

do it again this year.
Except the adults

are off fo a wedding.
Only they can’t get back! So, the ten children
get to do Christmas their way, and in the
process make it a little bit better. It's festive
chaos in picture-book form with everything
going delightfully off-script in this fast-paced,
funny, and fun to read aloud story.

Parents will recognise the seasonal logistics;

kids will relish the anarchy and the promise that
Christmas can be remade by anyone with
enough imaginatfion and a bit of courage.
Rebecca Cobb's illustrations, with her loose

lines and soft textures have a lively feel,

and make the chaos feel safe. Her eye for

tiny, domestic comedy rewards ‘reading’

the pictures as much as the words.

There’s a clear message that tradition isn't

set in stone; it’s a living thing that evolves with
each new generation; the best gifts can be
improvised, kindness is important, and little brave
siliness is always to be encouraged. It also wraps
everything up with a bit of sparkle so reading
That Christmas, with a cup of hot chocolate, may
well become a festive tradition in its own right.
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offers everything a

business needs in this

Bespoke content managed websites, SEQ, social media management,
print management, logo design, clothing, copy writing and much more

_Q

Not ,,
design - marketing - web - print @
0121 369 1977

www.hotlobster.uk.com



useful services

— A Father And Son Business With
— Bg%%ISE)GE Over 25 Years Experience...

THE GARAGE DOOR SPECIALISTS

We are a genuine family business and have been working in and
around Dorridge for over 25 years. We pride ourselves in a high
standard of work and customer satisfaction.

Up and over doors

Quality roller doors
Insulated sectional doors
Repairs & servicing
Automatic operators

> g Trustpilot EAEAEAEAE 46 Seeourreviews! A Yellcom.

P
A

@ 01564 335513 %% www.dorridgedoors.co.uk

C.STEVENS
ROOFING

EST FAMILY BUSINESS

NEW TILED ROOFSeGUTTERS
FLAT ROOFSeBRICK WORK
LEADWORKe SMALL REPAIRS
UPVC FASCIASeCHIMNEYS

KNOWLE SOLIHULL

01964 790006 0121 733 1276

WWW.CSTEVENSROOFING.CO.UK
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useful services

/_k ROOﬂ ng & Gutter i ng We are an independent roofing and guttering

B | company, offering new roof installations,
B — roof repairs and gutter installations.

We can install all types of roofs such as flat,
felt, rubber, tiled, steel and slate roofs.

We install uPVC roofline products,
including fascia’s, soffits and gutters.

In addition to installations, we can also

repair and replace all types of roofs and
roofline products.

(0121) 604 2104 07956 228 842

roofingandgutteringservices1@hotmail.com | www.roofingandgutteringservices.co.uk

Checkatrade.com

Whaese sepaitation mattern

Scan the
QR Code




useful services

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE EXTERNAL CLEANING SPECIALISTS

WHAT CAN WE
CLEAN FOR YOU?

our Cleaning Services:

+ ROOFS + PATIOS

~ GUTTERS INSIDE & OUT + MOSS REMOVAL

+ FASCIAS & SOFFITS  +~ STONEWORK

+ DRIVEWAYS + RENDER & CLADDING
~ CONSERVATORIES ~ SOLAR PANELS

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

0121369 0070 AD
AT [T 0 07546 264164

8 enquiries@solclean.co.uk @ www.solclean.co.uk

CALL us
. K F IT FOR NEW
I - No call-out charge p:és;_réfs

24 HOUR LOCKSMITH SERVICES Available 24/7

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE, NO-OBLIGATION SECURITY CHECK AND ADVICE

& Locked Out ﬁ Lost Keys
We can gain access for you non-destructively Lost your keys? We recommend a full lock
change service for your security
# Emergency Locksmiths
ﬂ Locks Changed & Replaced
15-30 min emergency response time
for your peace of mind Lock replacement and upgrades, all with
a 12 month guarantee
i-'uPVC Door Lock Specialists X
@ Home Security

Our locksmiths are specialists in uPVC door
and window locks We offer a variety of smart camera and alarm

systems to protect your property
Door/Window Handles

Changed & Replaced x Emergency Boarding Up }
) &Burglary Repairs 12 month parts
Stuck, broken or damaged window o T TR o A
handles? We can help We can offer a 24/7 emergency boarding & labour guarantee

up and repair service

lewis@lockfit.co.uk

www.lockfit.co.uk/lockfit-locksmiths-knowle/ 01 564 627 020
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useful services

O

DELUXE ROOFING

ROOFING AT IT'S BEST

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based
in Solihull, West Midlands with many years experience.
Deluxe Roofing Ltd is a professional, reliable roofing
company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

* New Roofs ° Flat Roofs * Minor Repairs ¢ Fascias and Guttering
¢ Insurance Work * Moss Removal * Rehedding of Ridge Tiles ¢ Chimneys
¢ Valleys ° All Guttering Cleaned and Repaired from £49.99

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61

UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK

Bill Boyce Decorators

A Family run business with over 30 Years experience

Painting & Decorating
Internal / External

Offices, Restaurants & Private Houses
Reliable

Excellent Reputation

All work carried out to a high standard
Free Estimates

Call Bill on 07976 810680 or Dan on 07966 275134

# & & & % & @

89 Union Road, Shirley, Solihull, B90 3BY
Tel: 0121 744 0040 or fax: 0121 744 0312

Email: billboycedecorators@hotmail.co.uk
www.billboycedecorators.com

17



useful services

Dorridge & Knowle
Domestic Cleaning
Services

Small established cleaning and
domestic help business

Provide dedicated, friendly &
frustworthy local ladies (CRB checked)
Take pride in high standards and
caring for customers' homes

Regular service or one off spring cleans
Ironing service available

References available

Comprehensive insurance

T R E E S & H E DG E S Costs are not subject to VAT

For a FREE,

07850 043159 no obligation quote,

please call Sue on
07809 567264

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating 01212063761

Bentley Heath,
Eastcote and all
surrounding areas.

Boiler Breakdowns

Boiler Servicing
Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders
Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts

» COMPETITIVE RATES <«

v/ Fast Response
v/ All Work Guaranteed
v Flexible Appointment Times

4 We work in
Knowle, Dorridge, OUR SERVICES

Showers

Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

S NN NN

»12Month <ll» OAP <l » 1-2Hour «
Guarantee Discount Emergency ,
on labour! Speak to Response safe

us today! time!

Excludes blockages

650921
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B | ' solutions for the future...

Chartered Certified Accountants

Athos has built up a
professional team that
goes the ‘extra mile’ as
a matter of due course.
This has been invaluable
to our business and has
greatly assisted us.

Roger Green, Director
Menswear Company

Accounts

Tax Returns

Payroll and Auto Enrolment
Bookkeeping and VAT Returns
Tax Advice

Management Accounts

Call and make an appointment for a free initial
consultation where a bespoke fixed fee quotation
will be provided.

0333 400 7876

Athos Business Solutions Limited
1623 Warwick Road, Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands B93 9LF
www.athos.uk.com

enquiries@athos.uk.com

JIRIS

sage

_
quckbooks

fa e ® e gnr

g



N.BIRD & SON

o
ICE:
0800 195 6945

NBIRD

ROOFING SE

NBIHDL&‘ L.

ROOFING

ssPHﬂ"f z

FREE QUOTES 0121 743 6324

ROOFING SERVICES

SAME QUALITY TODAY AS IT WAS IN 1987

. ety
; eﬁ,} -f'- -
'ﬁq D
~I*:-:g. =\ e S
-,‘.- AN W - e
:

EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

- Small Repairs

- Flat Roofs

» New Roofs
 Ridge Tiles

« Chimney Work

« Full Gutter Replacements
- Small brickwork jobs

LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

* Lead Work YEARS
« UPVC Fascia & Soffits L GUARANEI



