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HELP YOUR LAWN TO THRIVE, NOT JUST SURVIVE
Over the last 35 years our love for lawns has continued to grow. We combine our 
passion and enthusiasm with innovative technology and dedicated customer service 
as we continue to revolutionise UK Lawn Care. Our ground-breaking Lawn Treatment 
Programmes keep your grass looking its best all year round, ensuring your lawn 
receives the love and attention it deserves.

Email: solihull@greenthumb.co.uk 
Call: 01217 056395 
Visit: greenthumb.co.uk

Join our nation of Lawn Lovers

Get an instant free quote at greenthumb.co.uk/measure

Contact us today to discuss our innovative 
Lawn Treatment Programmes

START YOUR LAWN CARE JOURNEY TODAY

*
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FROM JUST

PER TREATMENT
*Based on 5 annual treatments 

with a lawn size 
up to 40m

£18  
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• DRIVEWAYS • PATIOS • ROOFS • GUTTERS • FASCIA & SOFFITS

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

We provide patio, decking, path and driveway 
cleaning, as well as roof, gutter, fascia and 
soffit cleaning in Solihull, Knowle, Dorridge, 
Shirley and the surrounding areas.

You’ll see the difference for yourself when  
you work with Solclean to clean the exterior  
of your home or business.

External Cleaning 
Specialists

0121 369 0070
07546 264164
 enquiries@solclean.co.uk 
 www.solclean.co.uk
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

May’s one of the best months of the year - we’re 
firmly in the Spring, and have all the anticipation 
of a lovely Summer ahead, fingers crossed! 

It’s also a great time for getting your garden looking 
lovely and for selling your home. We’ve got a great 
range of local, reliable businesses in here who can help 
you get your garden ready and update any aspect 
of your home, from your roof to your kitchen, your 
bathroom to your décor, whether you’re getting it ready 
to sell or just want to update it for your own benefit. 

Wishing you a great month ahead. Until next month...

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.knowleanddorridgedirectory.com

contents

Marvellous May!

6 Local events 

22  Book reviews 

28  Puzzles 

37  Competition 

44  Recipe 

45  Index 

We’re one of the most affordable 
residential care homes in the area,  
yet without any compromise on the 
quality of care offered.

Residential Care Home 
Our facility is perfect for those who aren’t safe 
to live alone, who need support with mobility 
or personal care, or who may have mild medical 
conditions such as Parkinson’s. 
Prices start from just £770 per week, making us 
one of the most affordable residential care homes 
in Solihull.
 

Independent Living Apartments
We have 21 flats, each with their own kitchen and 
bathroom, which are suitable for people who value 
their independence but would like some company, 
and the reassurance of knowing someone is there 
for help if needed 24/7.  Rental prices start from just 
£154 per week.  

Adult Day Centre
We have 15 places available each day for local 
people aged 60 and over who are looking  
for company and stimulation. Prices start  
from £37.50 for a half-day session and this also 
offers an opportunity for carers to get some respite.

Rayner House Care is a private,  
not-for-profit residential care 
home in Solihull that also offers 
independent living apartments 
for rent, and an adult day centre.

Get in touch with us for any advice or information on any of our services.

0121 705 9293 

www.raynerhouse.co.uk | reception@raynerhouse.co.uk 
Rayner House Care, 3-5 Damson Parkway, Solihull B91 2PP. 

AVAILABLE 

6 x NEW ROOMS 
NEWMAN WING  
£925 per week  

CALL NOW

Welcome to the May edition…
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local events

Circus Vegas    
20 May – 5 June. NEC, 
Birmingham    
A one-of-a-kind performance, 
featuring the most talented 
daredevil performers and 
extreme acts from across 
the globe. Come along and 
celebrate the artistic and awe-
inspiring nature of the circus. 
To book call 07494 774009 
or visit Ticketmaster.com

Jools Holland 
and his Rhythm & 
Blues Orchestra           
22 May. Warwick Arts Centre 
Jools and his band play 
classic boogie woogie 
and rock’n’roll tunes for your 
merriment. To book call the 
box office on 024 7652 4524. 

An evening with 
Marcus Day        
11 June. King George VI 
Memorial Hall, Hockley Heath      
Mind-blowingly accurate, 
incredibly detailed, and 
entertaining.  Medium to the 
stars and star of the Medium 
Wave Show, Marcus has an 
expectational gift and is world-
renowned for demonstrating his 
belief in passing on messages 
from loved ones passed 
over. Visit ticketsource.co.uk 
to book. 

Dorridge 
Fun Run            
12 June  
Walk, run, cycle, 
or push a pram 
on a choice of 3 or 8 miles on 
closed roads. Entries limited to 

1,500 so please register asap 
at stphilipschurchcentre.co.uk

As You Like It          
18 June. Packwood 
House, Lapworth    
One of the UK’s finest touring 
theatre companies present 
this great play as Shakespeare 
first saw it performed - in 
the open air, by an all-male 
cast and with Elizabethan 
costumes, music, and dance. 
To book call 0208 852 5761. 

Erasure Tribute Night           
25 June. Knowle British Legion   
A Little Respect will bring their 

high colour, high impact 
sounds of the 80’s show to the 
stage and will have you up on 
your feet dancing and singing 
throughout the night. Visit 
ticketsource.co.uk to book.

Knowle Male 
Voice Choir              
Practices take place at 7.30pm 
every Wednesday during school 
terms at Dorridge Methodist 
Church followed by a trip to 
the local pub afterwards.  
For more information email 
kmvc14@gmail.com or visit www.
knowlemalevoicechoir.org.uk

community events
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ROLLERS | ROMANS | VERTICALS | VENETIANS | CURTAINS | SHUTTERS | WOODEN BLINDS 

Call me for a free in-home appointment: 
Chris Gaite    07738990211 
*Based on the same spec, size & levels of service.

• I provide expert advice on the
best window solutions

• Flexible appointment times

• Blinds & curtains tailor-made
here in the UK

• Ask me about multi-blind
discounts

• I won’t be beaten on price*

• Electric blinds available

YOUR LOCAL BLINDS, 
CURTAINS & SHUTTERS 

SPECIALIST 

✓ Friendly in-home service    ✓ Options for every budget    ✓ Price includes measuring & fitting

Solihull

“My local advisor helped me 
find a blind to fit my budget.

The service was second to none”.
Laura Jackson, customer
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CARPETS • LAMINATE • SOFT VINYL • LUXURY VINYL TILES

High quality flooring for residential and commercial 
customers, combined with all the advice and help 
you could ask for. We can come to you, or 
you can visit our extensive showroom. 
•  Competitive prices 
•  FREE quotations and measuring 
•  High quality brands including Karndean, 
 Quick Step, Cormar and Victoria Carpets
•  All products come with a guarantee 

01676 530 695 / 07932 570 972

68 Balsall Street, Balsall Common, CV7 7AP

info@directcarpetsflooring.com
www.directcarpetsflooring.com



• Wasps £67
• Ants 2 visits £172
• Moles 2 visits £118
• Rodents 3 visits £176
*quote ‘knowle and dorridge directory’ for these prices

www.pghbeegone.co.uk
sales@pghbeegone.co.uk

Book a free survey today

SOLVING PEST PROBLEMS
OTHERS CAN’T 

- Since 2008

Proud members of

Where reputation matters

ALL PESTS: Rats, mice, squirrels, wasps, fleas, flies, woodworm, 
rabbits, deer fencing, loft insulation clearance, bird proofing and 
prevention and so much more...

Kings Norton, Birmingham, England

Find us on on

From Solihull Redditch

Visit our 
website

0121 405 1478

For Homes & Businesses

LOCKY DEEMING

PGH Beegone Ad 120mm x 180mm.indd   1PGH Beegone Ad 120mm x 180mm.indd   1 25/04/2022   08:5225/04/2022   08:52



Cullen 
Plumbing & Tiling 

 

17 Whitacre Rd, Knowle 
cullenplumbingandtiling@gmail.com 

Tel: 07896 862 916 
Established in 2005 

 

 Full bathroom and ensuite design and     
installation to the highest standards with 
complete project management from start   
to completion 

 

Kitchen Sinks and Taps, Dishwasher and 
Washing Machine Installation 

 

Central Heating & Radiators 
 

General Plumbing Maintenance & Repair 

 Showroom Finish Wall & Floor Tiling for    
bathrooms, kitchens, hallways and          
conservatories 

 
 Specialist in ceramic, porcelain, natural 

stone tiling 
 
 Business built on recommendation and 

reputation 

All Work Guaranteed 
 

Reliable Honest Service 
 

References and Portfolio of Work Available  

Qualified 

Call Alex Cullen  
NOW on 07896 862 916 

For a free no-obligation quotation 

Borders &
Maintenance

Visit us at Rosebourne Garden Centre 

Kenilworth Rd, Hampton in Arden, 

Solihull, B92 0LP

Garden/Lighting 
Design

Fencing

Planting &
Irrigation 
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• All hedge work 
• All waste removed

•  All work guaranteed to the 
highest industry standards 

• Fully insured 
•  Free advice and quotations 
• NTPC Qualified Workforce

All aspects of arboriculture 
work undertaken. 

Pruning, thinning, reshaping, 
crown lift, reductions, 
removals and stump removal.

Freephone: 03335 775733
Mobile: 07786 527 729

Email: info@solihulltreecare.com    www.solihulltreecare.com

Professional 
Arboricultural
Services

COVID-19 UPDATE: 
We are still working – safely and in line with Government 

guidelines regarding social distancing

STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1 4/08/20   10:35 AM4/08/20   10:35 AM
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• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and serviced from £39.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based in 
Solihull, West Midlands with many years experience. Deluxe Roofing 

Ltd is a professional, reliable roofing company with 
unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61
MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND
(MIDLANDS BRANCH), COVENTRY, SHIRLEY

25
% 

DISC
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NT 

WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK

No call-out charge
Available 24/7

12 month parts 
& labour guarantee

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE, NO-OBLIGATION SECURITY CHECK AND ADVICE

Locked Out Lost Keys

Locks Changed & Replaced

Home Security

Emergency Locksmiths

uPVC Door Lock Specialists

Door/Window Handles 
Changed & Replaced Emergency Boarding Up 

& Burglary Repairs

We can gain access for you non-destructively

15-30 min emergency response time 
for your peace of mind

Our locksmiths are specialists in uPVC door 
and window locks

Stuck, broken or damaged window 
handles? We can help

Lost your keys? We recommend a full lock 
change service for your security

Lock replacement and upgrades, all with 
a 12 month guarantee

We o� er a variety of smart camera and alarm 
systems to protect your property

We can o� er a 24/7 emergency boarding 
up and repair service

lewis@lock� t.co.uk
www.lock� t.co.uk/lock� t-locksmiths-knowle/ 01564 627 020
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Unless you’ve been living as a hermit it 
can’t have escaped your notice that 
a significant event takes place this 

month. That’s right…we all have an extra 
day’s holiday to look forward to. Oh, and Her 
Majesty celebrates 
her Platinum Jubilee

Jubilees have always 
been significant events in 
the history of our country. 
Even as I type the shop 
shelves are groaning 
under the weight of 
commemorative mugs, 
and TV adverts exhort 
us to send off for decorative coins. I’d always 
assumed that Royal souvenirs were a relatively 
modern invention, but in fact they have 
been a popular way of marking royal jubilees 

and weddings for the last three centuries.
The earliest known English commemorative 

items date from the Restoration of Charles II, 
in 1660. They must have been a hit because 
more followed for his Coronation in 1661 and 

wedding in 1662! At first 
such items were purchased 
only by the wealthy, but 
as new manufacturing 
methods developed the 
ordinary general public was 
able to buy a little piece of 
Royal history too. What they 
bought hasn’t changed 
a great deal over the 

years: the most popular items are and have 
always been coins, stamps and ceramics, 
especially mugs. Oh us Brits do love a Royal 
mug. Maybe it’s related to our love of tea!

The Platinum Jubilee





Athos solutions for the future...
BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Chartered Certified Accountants

• Accounts
• Tax Returns
• Payroll and Auto Enrolment
• Bookkeeping and VAT Returns
• Tax Advice
• Management Accounts
Call and make an appointment for a free initial
consultation where a bespoke fixed fee quotation 
will be provided.

T. 0333 400 7876
Athos Business Solutions Limited
1623 Warwick Road, Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands B93 9LF
www.athos.uk.com

Athos has built up a 
professional team that 
goes the ‘extra mile’ as 
a matter of due course. 
This has been invaluable 
to our business and has 
greatly assisted us.

Roger Green, Director 
Menswear Company

enquiries@athos.uk.com



Lady Katherine Housing & CareLady Katherine Housing & Care
Rated by the Care Quality Commission as: GOOD

Residential Care
Sheltered Housing

Respite Care
(now taking Summer and Autumn Respite bookings)

Housing & Care  
in Temple Balsall

Company No. 7890553      Company No. 7890553      www.leveson.org.uk  www.leveson.org.uk  

If you would like to pay us a visit or discuss  
our current availability feel free to get in touch.

Get in touch: 01564 772415
(Chris Mundell)

If you would like to find out more about living in Temple Balsall or 
would like to pay us a visit, please contact:

Chris Mundell on 01564 772415 
or email cmundell@leveson.org.uk

Registered Charity 1146710Registered Charity 1146710

In a codicil to her will Lady Katherine Leveson bequeathed 
a legacy to build almshouses for poor women and to 
build a school for poor boys at Temple Balsall.

So for almost 350 years housing for and care of older people has been provided at Temple 
Balsall by our ancient charity. Today LADY KATHERINE HOUSING AND CARE provides 
accommodation for over 50 residents, both men and women, in residential care and 
sheltered housing.

SHORT RESPITE BREAKS are also available giving Carers and/or those they care for a 
short holiday in our glorious, peaceful surroundings. Although Temple Balsall is in the heart 
of the countryside we are within easy reach of Knowle, Solihull and Balsall Common.

Our chef produces delicious home cooked food with a much as possible sourced locally. We 
have a weekly program of activities for our residents and have our own in-house hair salon.

LadyK-KD-MAY.indd   2-3LadyK-KD-MAY.indd   2-3 26/04/22   4:10 PM26/04/22   4:10 PM
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Offer valid for openings up to 
2.6m wide & inc: 2 remote 
controls, 55mm white slats, 
internal manual override.

APPROVED

Only £895 for 
a fully fitted 
electric door.
Gotta get a Garolla.

Garolla garage doors are strong 
and solidly built. They’re made to 
measure in our own UK factories. 
The electric Garolla door rolls up  
vertically taking up only 8 inches 
inside your garage. 
Our expert installers will fit your 
new door and take away the old 
one so there’s no mess. 

Give us a call today and 
we’ll come and measure up 
completely Free.  

GOTTA GET A GAROLLA

WAS £1,354 
INC VAT£895

NOW ONLY

WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:

FREE EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING 

TWO REMOTE CONTROLS 

ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION 

AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS

FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR

CALL US TODAY  

MOBILE
  07537 149 128

www.garolla.co.uk

 01564 340 013

The�Garden�Design�Studio
07960�772307��studio.ffcla@gmail.com

What�can�a�garden�designer�do�for�you?
The�ideal�opportunity�for�clients�on�a�limited�budget

to�achieve�a�professional�garden�design�masterplan

whilst�endeavouring�to�keep�the�costs�low.

Our�aim�is�to�provide�you,�our�client,�with�a�service

that�will�add�value�to�your�home�and�create�a

garden�that�can�be�enjoyed�throughout�the�year.

Our�services,�which�have�already�delighted�hundreds

of�clients,�are�all�In�dependant,�cost-effective�and

personal.

We�have�also�been�engaged�to�prepare�expert

witness�evidence�for�several�cases�of�litigation

relating�to�other�schemes,�often�acting�in�conjunction

with�Local�Trading�Standards�Offices.

Call�us�for�an�informal�discussion



Live Safe and Well
Avery Healthcare offers a safe and supportive environment where residents 

can flourish, make new friends, maintain contact with their local 
communities and live a life of possibility.

•  Residential, nursing, respite and dementia care
•  Nutritionally balanced seasonal menus

•  Spacious, beautifully decorated bedrooms
•  Stimulating schedule of daily activities and entertainment

•  Safe visits for family and friends  •  Highly trained staff teams

Birchmere House 
01564 621393

Birchmere Mews 
01564 621701

Knowle Gate 
01564 621012

averyhealthcare.co.uk



GUEST SPEAKER 

PAUL 
MERSON
Former Arsenal,  
Aston Villa, Walsall, 
Middlesbrough and 
England footballer

Supported by comedian  
AARON JAMES

To book or for further details
Dave Radburn on 0121 733 3855 or dave@radburnccc.co.uk

THE SOLIHULL SPORTING SOCIETY

Summer Dinner 2022
Thursday 16th June 2022

at St. John’s Hotel, Solihull B91 1AT.
Meet from 6.30pm.  

3 course meal from 7.15pm.

“Bringing Business & Sport Together”

Sponsored by:

TICKETS: £90 inc. VAT
Tables of 10 - £725.00 +VAT
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FENCING | LANDSCAPING & MAINTENANCE | PATIOS

KEEP THE NOSY 
NEIGHBOURS OUT 
BUT THE DOG IN!

Contact Connor Healy for any fencing or landscaping 
advice or to arrange your free quotation.

07599 612399

»  6 year workmanship warranty on every new installation

»  15 year guarantee on BSW Timber and Durapost Fencing 

(approved suppliers)

» Fully insured

» Committed to the highest standards of customer service

Guaranteed fencing solutions 
from an award-winning company in Solihull

HEALY
FENCING & LANDSCAPING

www.healyfencing.co.uk
connor@healyfencing.co.uk

4.9
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a good read
reviews By Willow Coby

The Last Thing He Told Me
by Laura Dave  
Before Owen Michaels 
disappears, he manages to 
smuggle a note to Hannah, his 
wife of one year: Protect her.
Hannah while understandably 
scared and confused knows 
exactly who the note refers 
to. It’s Owen’s sixteen-year-old 
daughter Bailey, who lost her 
mother when she was very 
young and wants absolutely nothing to do with 
her new stepmother. As the FBI arrest Owen’s boss 
and US Marshals arrive her home, Hannah realizes 
her husband may not be who he said he was.
If you love a mystery but crave a reprieve 
from the usual bloody murder and maverick 
detective scenario, Laura Dave’s novel 
about a man living a lie and his wife and 
daughter desperately trying to find out who 
he really is, might be the perfect solution.
The mystery of Owen’s past is certainly intriguing, but 
the strength of this book really lies in the characters. 
This is not a book about Hannah’s relationship with 
Owen, but about her evolving relationship with 
Bailey. The mother and stepdaughter are forced 
to set out to discover what it is Owen was hiding, 
and quickly realise that it goes way beyond the 
financial fraud his company is accused of.  As the 
tension builds, they don’t know who to believe or 
who they can trust, so they’re forced to depend 
on each other. In the end, the story deals with 
what it means to be a mother, protecting a 
child, and the child coming to terms with her 
world being turned upside down for the second 
time in her young life. Anyone who has taken on 
the role of stepmother will probably identify with 
Hannah and Bailey’s relationship on many levels.
This isn’t a fast-paced novel, but it moves along 
nicely. It’s told in the present using flashbacks to 
Hannah’s marriage to Owen. Hannah is a strong 

character, resilient and compassionate with 
authentic emotions. She’s also immensely practical 
and is not afraid to take matters into her own hands. 
There are numerous twists and turns, that take them 
from their home in California to Austin Texas, and 
the truth when it comes is shockingly unexpected. 

The Suitcase Kid
by Jacqueline Wilson with Nick Sharratt (Illustrations)

Ten-year-old Andrea, 
known as Andy, is an only 
child who has always lived 
at Mulberry Cottage with 
her mum and dad.
But when they split up, Andy 
has to say goodbye to her 
childhood home. She’s 
pushed from pillar to post 
by her mum and dad as 
they struggle to work out a 
suitable visitation arrangement. She spends one 
week at her mum’s and one week at her dad’s. 
Suddenly she’s coping with the divorce, two new 
homes, and two new mis-matched families with 
stepbrothers and stepsisters, not all of whom are 
nice! She now has five siblings and nowhere to call 
home. No wonder Andy struggles to feel part of 
either family and craves her old home and life.
Jacqueline Wilson is a consummate storyteller, with 
a real understanding of a child’s inner world. She 
tells the story poignantly, using Andy as the narrator, 
confiding her inner most thoughts and fears to the 
reader in language they can relate to. Can Andy 
overcome her feelings of not belonging, find new 
friends, family allies and a sense of belonging?

book reviews
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Ralph Dobbins.  
Damar Security Systems Service Technician, Ralph, shares 
his top 5 reasons why Damar Security are the best choice for 
your home security. 

SERVICING HOMES & BUSINESS 
SINCE 1995

0121 706 8666 
www.damarsecuritysystems.co.uk

EXPERIENCED
we have been securing homes since 1995. 
 
QUALITY
All our work is undertaken to the highest level of 
industry standards. Our team are skillful and we use 
only the best products to protect your homes. 
 
DREAM TEAM
Our team are highly skilled and friendly, all hand 
picked by us to ensure our standards remain at the 
levels that we expect.
 
RELIABLE
Our aftercare promise is that we support our clients 
24/7 without fail. Our happy and professional 
approach is a given, nothing is a problem for our 
team. 
 
APPROVED
Our NSI accreditation means our office, engineers, 
and levels of workmanship are audited annually so 
we can continue to meet industry standards. 

Follow like and share!

@Damar_Security damarsecuritysystemsltd Damar Security systems ltd

KD-damar security systems-DPS-May.indd   1KD-damar security systems-DPS-May.indd   1 3/05/22   4:02 PM3/05/22   4:02 PM
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SINCE 1995

0121 706 8666 
www.damarsecuritysystems.co.uk

EXPERIENCED
we have been securing homes since 1995. 
 
QUALITY
All our work is undertaken to the highest level of 
industry standards. Our team are skillful and we use 
only the best products to protect your homes. 
 
DREAM TEAM
Our team are highly skilled and friendly, all hand 
picked by us to ensure our standards remain at the 
levels that we expect.
 
RELIABLE
Our aftercare promise is that we support our clients 
24/7 without fail. Our happy and professional 
approach is a given, nothing is a problem for our 
team. 
 
APPROVED
Our NSI accreditation means our office, engineers, 
and levels of workmanship are audited annually so 
we can continue to meet industry standards. 

Follow like and share!

@Damar_Security damarsecuritysystemsltd Damar Security systems ltd

KD-damar security systems-DPS-May.indd   1KD-damar security systems-DPS-May.indd   1 3/05/22   4:02 PM3/05/22   4:02 PM



Find Us! CALL TODAY FOR A FREE 5 MINUTE QUOTE!

07871 842005lkgutt ers lkgutt ers

www.lkgutt ers.co.uk lkgutt ers@gmail.com

SERVICES
 GUTTER CLEANING
 GUTTER REPAIRS
 WINDOW CLEANING
 PRESSURE WASHING
 AND MANY MORE...

GUTTERS
We o� er specialised services 
for internal gutter clearance 

to stop blockages and 
breakages, to help prolong the 

life of your gutters and most 
importantly, your property.

ROOF CLEANING
Not only does a roof clean improve 
the aesthetic appearances of your 
home, it also improves its life span, 

which is why we o� er three methods 
for cleaning and protecting the most 

important part of you property.

PRESSURE WASHING
Keep your property sparkling 
from walls to � oors with our 
pressure washing services 
and special treatments to 
keep your home cleaner, 

for longer.

With many years experience in the trade, we have 
built a large base of happy clients in your local area.

TRUSTWORTHY | EXPERIENCED | INSURED
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L A N G U A G E  L E S S O N S  LO C A L LY  A N D  O N L I N E

LOVE TO SPEAK GERMAN, FRENCH OR SPANISH?
NEW TO SOLIHULL AND NEED BETTER ENGLISH?

Call 01564 739621 or 0784 031 5982
E-mail info@beech-languages.co.uk

www.beech-languages.co.uk

Expert tuition for exams, travel and business
Local, qualified and experienced language tutors

Contact us now for your free, no-obligation consultation

L O C A L  L A N G U A G E  L E A R N I N G      
Languages

Expert 1:1 tuition from just £30 per hour

Beech Language-Advert.pdf   1   29/04/22   2:58 PM
useful info
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puzzle time

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

crossword

answer on page 45

answer on page 45

clues
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ARE YOUR WINDOWS
READY FOR A MAKEOVER?

Call 0800 048 5223 for a FREE Quote
Or visit ClearlyBetterWindows.co.uk

to find out more

• Replace failed double glazing;
just the pane, not the frame

• Fix faulty hinges,
handles and locks

A local family-run business
with 10+ years of experience

CLEARLY
B E T T E R
W I N D O W S

New glass in your existing windows

PSYCHOLOGICAL THERAPY.
PRIVATE HEALTH CARE.

 

Work related stress? Anxiety? Depression? Low self esteem?  Compulsive behaviours? 
OCD? Anger management? Emotion regulation difficulties? Adolescent behavioural 

problems?  Aggressive driving? Panic attacks? Phobias? Emotional distress?
 

New Street, Kenilworth.
Wassell Grove Lane, Hagley.
Day and Evening Appointments Available

Contact: enquiries@equanimitycbt.co.uk  
Telephone 0844 693 1282 for a 
free 15 minute telephone consultation. 
B.A.B.C.P. Accredited CBT Psychotherapist.  
 
Approved Health Care Provider for
AXA-PPP, Aviva, BUPA, Allianz, CIGNA, Simply Health and WPA.  www.equanimitycbt.co.uk

Equanimity CBT provides Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) which is the therapy of choice in 
the NHS for common emotional, behavioural and mental health problems. It is also available 

privately and through health insurance. Corporate referrals are also accepted.

Equanimity CBT





ALLOY WHEEL REFURBISHMENT

AP Alloys.indd   1AP Alloys.indd   1 21/01/22   4:34 PM21/01/22   4:34 PM



•Block paving  •Tarmacing (red or black)•Patios  
•Brickwork  •Slabbing  •Gravel  •Landscaping  

•Fencing •Property & roof repairs 
•Driveway maintenance 

(pressure cleaning & sealing – weed free)

07961 358367 / 0121 652 0145 / 01926 674782
dimensiongroundworks@icloud.com

www.dimensionpathways.co.uk
328 Alcester Road Wythall Birmingham West Midlands B47 6JR 

Specialists in Driveways and Landscaping

Groundworks & Driveways 



Leading UK Brands At Low Prices! 

FFRREEEE  
LLOOCCAALL  

DDEELLIIVVEERRYY  

FFRREEEE  
PPAARRKKIINNGG  

OOLLDD  BBEEDD  
RREEMMOOVVAALL  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  

OOPPEENN                
77  DDAAYYSS          
AA  WWEEEEKK  

 

T 01564 898118 
www.hollywoodbeds.co.uk 

Hollywood Beds Limited, Unit 2b, Alcester Rd, Wythall B47 6AJ 

EEXXPPEERRTT  
AADDVVIICCEE  

LARGE SHOWROOM LOCATED AT BECKETTS FARM, WYTHALL 
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useful services

» 5 year guarantee
» No upfront payment
» 100% satisfaction
» Competitive rates

» Outstanding workmanship

LAYING DRIVES & PATIOS SINCE 1979

If you’d like a quote for your 
new driveway or patio please 

get in touch with us on 

www.drives4u.co.uk

07773 911552 / 0333 271 8213

useful numbers 
Health

NHS non-emergency  111

Dorridge Surgery 01564 776262

Knowle Surgery 0121 796 2777

Solihull Hospital 0121 424 2000

Spire Parkway Hospital  0121 704 1451 

Daleswood Health, Solihull     01675 489489

Council  

Solihull Council  0121 704 6000

Utilities 

Electricity power cut  0800 6783 105 

Gas leak  0800 111 9999 

Severn Trent Water 024 7771 5000 

Severn Trent Water (emergencies) 0800 783 4444

Travel  

National Rail Enquiries  03457 48 49 50 

Network West Midlands (buses) 0345 303 6760
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HL_New A5 Ad.pdf   2   28/04/21   4:28 PM





competition time
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Win 4 tickets  
to the 

Shirley Weekender in Shirley Park    
on 19th June 2022

COMPETITION   

Enjoy a selection of award-winning street food, a range 
of bars from gin and prosecco to craft beer, children’s 

entertainment, live music, and resident DJ’s. 

 

For your chance to win just sign up to our monthly 
e-newsletter on our website by 25th May 2022*:

www.knowleanddorridgedirectory.com

Our e-newsletter contains local event information, 
competitions, and special offers.

Like us on Facebook to make sure you don’t miss 
out on other local competitions and offers. 

* The winner will be drawn at random and notified on  
26 May 2022. To qualify you must be a resident of Solihull.
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useful services

•  Small established cleaning and domestic help business
•  Provide dedicated, friendly & 
 trustworthy local ladies (CRB checked)
•  Take pride in high standards and 
 caring for customers' homes
•  Regular service or one off spring cleans
•  Ironing service available
•  References available
•  Comprehensive insurance
•  Costs are not subject to VAT

Dorridge & Knowle 
Domestic Cleaning Services

For a FREE, no obligation quote, 
please call Sue on 07809 567264

Come and visit our 
NEW showroom 

in Studley
Unit 1,

Haydon House,
Alcester Road,

Studley
B80 7AN

07592 303104 or 
07910 289565www.acsinteriordoors.co.uk

ACS interior doors.pdf   1   2/08/21   4:47 PM
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HOMEBUYER SURVEYS, 
BUILDING SURVEYS & VALUATIONS

If you need honest and pragmatic advice, but 
also appreciate a friendly face and heaps of 

enthusiasm, then Karena is the lady to go to for 
all your surveying solutions.

 •  RICS Chartered Surveyor
•  RICS Registered Valuer
•  RICS Level 2 & 3 Property Surveys
•  Short Property Reports
•  Party Wall Awards
•  Valuations for Help to Buy, Shared 
 Ownership & Probate 
•  Over 33 years’ experience

Please contact Karena for more information.  
01926 612121 / 07752 134874

admin@greenchameleon.net
www.greenchameleon.net
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garden view

W
hen we think about climbing 
plants, we most often think 
about growing them to 
cover a wall or a fence. We 
might think about growing 

them over a dead tree stump too, but one 
of the nicest ways to grow them is through a 
living tree or a shrub. It’s an excellent way of 
providing more interest in the same space, 
either by timing each plant’s display so they 
follow on from each other, or by timing the 
flowering so they bloom at the same time, 
thus doubling the impact of the display.

There are a few rules you need to follow 
when you plant a climber with the intention of 
growing it up a living host. First, the host shrub 
or tree should be established, woody, and 
strong enough to hold up the climber’s weight 
when it’s fully grown and flowering. Second 
you don’t want to use too vigorous a climber, 
otherwise it might swamp the host. Finally, avoid 
fast-growing evergreen climbers because 
they prevent light getting to the host, and may 
cause it to develop disease and die. You can 
certainly use less aggressive evergreens such as 
the ivy Hedera ‘pedata’ or Hedera ‘Curlylocks’ 
around the base of well-established trees. 
These will look beautiful without overwhelming 
the structure and flowering of the host plant.

Climbers that look good over trees and 
shrubs are typically, clematis, honeysuckle, 
and roses. Look for species that grow to 
3m or less as these are ideal for growing 
up most garden trees. Species that are 
cut back to 15-20cm every winter are also 
ideal. Clematis ‘Abundance’, ‘Etoile Violette’ 
and ‘Little Nell’ are all good choices.

Honeysuckle can often be seen (and 
smelled) growing through trees in the wild. For 
your garden look for cultivars of the common 
honeysuckle, such as Lonicera periclymenum.

Rambling roses can grow to monstrous 
proportions, so look for smaller varieties 
such as ‘City of York’ and ‘Parade’, which 
also have a long season of interest. 

If you have a cool moist area try growing 
the perennial nasturtium, Tropaeolum 
speciosum. The jewel-coloured flowers 
will brighten a darker space. 

Tips for successful pairing
Don’t plant the climber too close to the 
base of the host or they will be competing 
for the same water and nutrients.

Counterintuitively plant the climber on the 
shadier side of the host. That way the climber 
will be forced to c=grow towards the light.

If you plant the climber in a large plastic 
pot with the bottom cut out, it helps contain 
the plant and reduces competition.

Partnership Perfection
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Partnership Perfection

CROSSROADS SERVICE STATION LTD
A friendly, family-run business since 1969

 
• MOT Testing – Cars & Motorbikes
• Servicing & Repairs
• Air Conditioning Service & Repair
• Diagnostic Service & Repair
• Laser Wheel Alignment
• Tyres – Supplied & Fitted
• Quali�ed & Experienced Sta�
• Courtesy Car or Collection/Delivery available

 599-601 Tanworth Lane, Shirley, Solihull B90 4JE
Tel: 01564 703225
www.crossroadservicestation.co.uk

OPEN 6 DAYS 
A WEEK

MON – FRI 8.00am – 6.00pm
SAT 8.00am – 1.00pm

VAT No.: 113213041

FREE 
No Obligation Quote 

10 year Manufacturer Warranty

Tel: 01527 850295 • Mobile: 07712 327889
stuart@stusloftladders.co.uk • www.stusloftladders.co.uk

Installing Loft Ladders Since 2008

We also install loft fl ooring and boarding

All types of loft ladders 
professionally installed.
Top quality 3 section aluminium 
loft ladder professionally fi tted with 
pivot arm, hand rail, wide fl at treads 
for comfort and rubber feet. Loft 
hatch included.

Areas that we cover?
• Redditch • Solihull • Stratford-Upon-Avon
• Worcester • Warwick • Birmingham • Evesham





L
ate spring is the time when car boot 
sales pop up all over the country. There is 
something very British about wandering 
through a field full of cars, poking around 
in cardboard boxes of other people’s 

belongings hunting for treasure. We probably 
all harbour a secret fantasy of appearing on 
The Antiques Roadshow and saying brightly 
“I bought it at a car boot sale for 10p,” just 
before the expert responds, “Well it’s actually 
a 17th century masterpiece, very rare and if it 
came to auction it would sell for thousands.” 
Ok that’s unlikely to happen but you might 
be able to refurnish your home and replenish 
your wardrobe for just a few pounds, and if you 
want to make a few pounds from your own 
decluttering and don’t mind an early start, 
holding a car boot sale can be quite lucrative.

If you’re buying the best deals are usually 
found at the beginning and end of the sale. The 
best quality items are usually found at the start, 
while the best prices are found as proceedings 
are wrapping up. It helps to know broadly 
what items you intend to buy before arriving 
because it’s easy to get carried away. Haggling 
is expected, but don’t insult sellers by offering 
too little: Items are very low-priced to begin with.

If you are going to sell at a car boot sale you 
need to be prepared. Decide whether you 
want to clear your clutter or make money: you 
can’t always do both. Remember no matter 
how cheaply you price your goods, people 
will haggle. You could have a ‘Rembrandt’ 
on sale for a pound and someone would 
offer you fifty pence. Price labels are useful. 
Block price some items such as “all books 
fifty pence, three for a pound”. Clearly mark 
anything not included in the block pricing 
system. Take lots of change with you, plenty of 

carrier bags and some old newspapers with 
which to wrap fragile items. Going in with a 
friend is a good idea, both  for the  company 
and also to help out when either of you need 
to  nip to the loo, or want to browse other stalls.

Make sure you pack your table in the car 
last, so it’s the first item to come out and not 
buried under everything else. Be warned; 
on arrival at the sale ground you may be 
mobbed by a canny crowd of experienced 
‘booters’ hunting for bargains. These folk tend 
to be dealers and they can be intimidating. 
They are after cheap buys to resell. Consider 
waiting in your car for a while to give them 
time to disappear before you unpack.

Busy stalls attract more people so pile it 
high and sell it cheap. Welcome everyone 
who approaches your table with a warm 
smile and a cheery greeting. As the end of 
the day approaches, cut your prices if you 
don’t want to take everything home again.

Whether selling or buying, with the current 
economic climate, and energy prices soaring, 
this could be a bumper year for car boot sales.

People are much more clued up about 
collectables and antiques now, so it’s 
harder to find ‘real treasure’. But you never 
know, there’s always a chance we may 
see you on The Antiques Roadshow!

Car Booty!  
A very British treasure hunt

useful services
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recipe time

Ingredients
800g carrots
2 large potatoes
1 large onion
600g sweet potatoes
5 medium free-range eggs
200g feta, crumbled
6 tbsp wholemeal flour
25g fresh coriander, chopped
2 tbsp cumin seeds
300ml vegetable oil
Green salad, lime wedges 
and yogurt to serve

Method
Peel and grate the carrots, 
potatoes, onion, and sweet 
potatoes. Place them into 
a colander or a large sieve 
over the sink with a big 
pinch of salt, and leave 
to drain for 30 minutes.
Take a large bowl and in 
it combine the eggs, feta 
cheese, flour, coriander, 
and cumin seeds. Beat with 
a fork until well mixed.
Squeeze as much liquid 
from the grated veg as you 
can, pressing down hard into 

the colander or sieve for 1-2 
minutes, then add the grated 
veg to the egg mixture. Stir 
to combine well and season 
generously. Heat the oven 
to 150C/fan130C/gas 2.
Heat the oil in a wok or deep 
saucepan to 180°C, or until 
a cube of bread sizzles. Put 
dollops of the mix into a slotted 
spoon and lower into the hot 
oil. Cook 2-3 at a time: fry for 
1-2 minutes, then turn the fritters 
over and repeat until golden. 
Put on a plate and keep 
warm in an oven set to low.

Serves: 4
Preparation time:  30 minutes, plus draining time
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Carrot Sweet Potato and Feta FrittersCarrot Sweet Potato and Feta Fritters
A tasty snack or a light vegetarian mealA tasty snack or a light vegetarian meal
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mindbenders
from page 39

Accountants 
16 Athos Business Solutions  0333 400 7876

Barbers 
8  852 Barber  07311 906795

Beds 
33 Hollywood Beds  01564 898118

Blinds and Curtains 
7 Hillarys  07738 990211

Builders’ Merchants 
36  EH Smith  0121 713 7100

Car Services 
27 Chips Away  07479 250 200
31  AP Alloys  07972 852758
41  Crossroads Service 
 Station 01564 703225

Care services 
5  Rayner House  0121 705 9293
17 Lady Katherine Housing 
 & Care  01564 772850 
19  Avery 01564 621393 / 621701 / 621012
30  Eastcote Park 01564 757237

Carpets & Flooring  
8  Direct Carpets & Flooring  01676 530695
47  D.A. Mander & Son  01564 700200

Cleaning Services
2  Sol Clean  0121 369 0070
26  LK Gutters  07871 842005
38 Dorridge & Knowle Domestic 
 Cleaning Services  07809 567264

Doors & Windows 
18 Garolla garage doors  0121 369 0774

29  Clearly Better Windows  0800 048 5223
38 ACS Doors  07592 303104

Events 
20  Solihull Sporting Society  0121 733 3855
46 Solihull Summer Fest  0121 472 6688

Gardens and drives 
1  GreenThumb  0121 705 6395
10  Oakland Group  01564 758608 
12  Solihull Tree Care  0121 604 6809 
18  Garden Design Studio  07960 772307
23  Healy Fencing & 
 Landscaping  07599 612399
26  LK Gutters  07871 842005
32 Dimension Landscape 
 & Driveways 0121 733 1463
34  Drives 4 U  07773 911552
42 Central Drives 
 Landscapes 0121 702 1456

Graphic & Website Design 
35  Hot Lobster Design Ltd 0121 369 1977

Health & Wellbeing     
8  Physio and 
 Health Matters   01564 660557
29  Equanimity CBT 0844 693 1282

Heating 
7 Stephen Smith Plumbing 
 & Heating  01564 200119

Kitchens & Bathrooms 
11 Cullen Plumbing & Tiling 07896 862916
15 Dream Doors  0121 744 8974

Languages 
27 Beech Languages  01564 739621 
  

Locksmiths 
13 Lockfit  01564 627020
39  The Lock Surgeon  0751 6454 999 

Lofts
41 Stu’s Loft Ladders 07712 327889

Painter & Decorator
21 Bill Boyce 0121 744 0040

Pest Control 
9  PGH Beegone  0121 405 1478 

Plumbing
3 Knowle Domestic Appliance 
 Repairs 01564 730183
7 Stephen Smith Plumbing 
 & Heating  01564 200119
11 Cullen Plumbing & Tiling 07896 862916

Roofing
13  Deluxe Roofing  0800 747 1461
34 C Stevens Roofing  0121 733 1276
48 N. Bird & Son 0121 743 6324

Security 
24-25 Damar Security 
 Systems   0121 706 8666

Sports and Activities 
21  Spot on Wake  01564 330498

Surveyors 
39  Green Chameleon  01926 612121

Tiling 
11  Cullen Plumbing & Tiling 07896 862916
39  Dean Williams  07973 342218

local police contact
for knowle & dorridge
Sergeant Mike Lloyd
Telephone: 101 ext 892 6037
Email:  rural@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

LOCAL COUNCILLORS  
DORRIDGE & HOCKLEY HEATH  
Ian Courts  
Tel: 01676 535490 
courts@solihull.gov.uk

Andrew Mackiewicz 
Tel: 01564 230294 
amackiewicz@solihull.gov.uk

Ken Meeson 
Tel: 01564 777772 
kmeeson@solihull.gov.uk

 
 
 

 
KNOWLE  
Diana Holl-Allen MBE 
Tel: 01675 443112 
dhallen@solihull.gov.uk

Jeff Potts 
Tel: 01564 774804 
jpotts@solihull.gov.uk

Alan Rebeiro 
Tel: 01564 200047 
arebeiro@solihull.gov.uk

Suduko Solution
from page 28

Crossword Solution
from page 28
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WWW.SOLIHULLSUMMERFEST.CO.UK

BOYZLIFE SHALAMAR

SHAGGY

DUKELEMARARTFUL DODGER

SISTER SLEDGE

BILLY OCEAN
BELINDA CARLISLE
KOOL & THE GANG

THE REAL 
THING

BAD MANNERS
DR & THE 
MEDICS

FOR TICKETS AND INFO VISIT: WWW.SOLIHULLSUMMERFEST.CO.UK

RESIDENTS DISCOUNT: SAVE 20% ON FULL PRICE TICKETS* ENTER CODE: RESIDENT20

2ND
STAGE! FEATURING KENNY THOMAS

2ND
STAGE! FEATURING TREVOR NELSON

* VALID UNTIL 1ST JULY 2022



D.A. MANDER & SON Ltd
PROFESSIONAL FITTER AND

SUPPLIER OF QUALITY CARPETS

Don Mander does not have retail premises. If you need him 
please call him direct – the only way to buy carpets

01564 700200
See our Review’s at Mobile: 07976 778694

FREE ESTIMATES
91 Longdon Road, Knowle B93 9HT

We can uplift and remove existing carpets and move furniture

EASIER
Than walking round 

lots of shops

ACCURATE
See colours in their 

true light

CONVENIENT
View in the comfort of 

your own home

We come to you

Support the NHS
Stay at home and stay safe

Need a carpet? 

SUPPLIERS TO THE
NATIONALTRUST
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• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles
• Chimney Work
 

 
 

 

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

NO PAYMENT UNTIL YOU ARE 100% SATISFIED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Lead Work
• UPVC Facia, 
   So�t & Gutters
• GRP Flat Roofs
• Small brickwork jobs

N.Bird-full page.pdf   1   27/01/22   11:09 AM


