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Cullen 
Plumbing & Tiling 

 

17 Whitacre Rd, Knowle 
cullenplumbingandtiling@gmail.com 

Tel: 07896 862 916 
Established in 2005 

 

 Full bathroom and ensuite design and     
installation to the highest standards with 
complete project management from start   
to completion 

 

Kitchen Sinks and Taps, Dishwasher and 
Washing Machine Installation 

 

Central Heating & Radiators 
 

General Plumbing Maintenance & Repair 

 Showroom Finish Wall & Floor Tiling for    
bathrooms, kitchens, hallways and          
conservatories 

 
 Specialist in ceramic, porcelain, natural 

stone tiling 
 
 Business built on recommendation and 

reputation 

All Work Guaranteed 
 

Reliable Honest Service 
 

References and Portfolio of Work Available  

Qualified 

Call Alex Cullen  
NOW on 07896 862 916 

For a free no-obligation quotation 
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

By the time this arrives Christmas will only be about 5 weeks 
away! Check out page 6 to see what local events 
are coming up to get you in the festive mood. 

You’ve just about got time to make any last-minute 
changes to your home in time for Christmas so 
remember to support local businesses as they 
really value their customers – we have a great 
collection of local tradespeople and businesses 
who are local and are looking for your custom. 
Here’s hoping the pre-Christmas build up isn’t too 
hectic and that you find the time to relax, maybe 
over a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie! 

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.knowleanddorridgedirectory.com

Festive
Welcome to the November edition
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What’s all the buzz about!

Then visit www.thelocalbuzz.co.uk 

Want to get the most out of Solihull? 

» Enter competitions 
» Find o�ers 

» Discover local events 
» Find local businesses



Festive
Our Services For Our Customers Have Just Got Even Better

We Are Now Installing Solar Energy Panels
That’s right, our customers can now 
start to reduce their energy bills. 
Receive 10% Discount off our Solar 
Panel Installations booked in 
December & January if undertaken 
with any new roof installation.

We can now offer all qualifying homeowners the ability to spread the cost of all of your roofing projects. Packages
can be tailored to suit your requirements, offering you the chance to get that dream project completed now!

Rubber & Glass Fibre 
Approved Installers

0121 663 1778
Email: info@michaelkavanaghroofing.co.uk
Website: michaelkavanaghroofing.co.uk

10% Discount with this advert in December and January on certain products

Need A New Roof?
We Specialise in High Quality Roof Installations

***AMAZING 0% FINANCE OPTIONS NOW AVAILABLE***

Go Green • Save Energy • Save Money

*COVENTRY & WARWICKSHIRE BUILDING & ROOFING SERVICES LTD T/A Michael Kavanagh Building & Roofing Services are authorised and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority FRN 945058. We act as a credit broker not a lender and offer finance from a panel of lenders. Your personal rate will depend on the loan amount and term you 
request and your personal circumstances. Representative examples: Cash price £8,500, less a deposit of £2,125. Total loan amount £6,375. Repayable by 59 monthly repayments 
of £133.83 with a final payment of £133.42. Total charge for credit £1,654.39. Total amount repayable £8,029.39 (includes £2,125 deposit). Interest rate 9.48% per annum fixed. 
Representative APR 9.9% fixed. 

Over 35 Years
Experience

providing services
to Solihull and 
surrounding 

villages



local events
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The Luna Drive-In 
Winter Cinema              
1-22 December, NEC   
Enjoy a festive movie on the 
big screen, from the comfort 
of your own car. Whether you 
love Elf, Home Alone, Love 
Actually, or The Holiday, there’s 
something for everyone. Sit 
back and relax with Christmas 
themed food and drink, and a 
stunning festive setting. Tickets 
from www.thenec.co.uk

Christmas Fair                
3rd December, 10am – 1pm, 
Knowle Village Hall 10.00
Browse amongst Christmas 
decorations and wreaths, 
Christmas and Greetings 
cards, Gifts Galore, Books, 
Competitions …. and lots more. 
Refreshments will be available 
as well. This is a Knowle Village 
Hall fund raising event.

Mince Pies and 
Melodies           
9th December, 7.30 pm & 
10th December, 2.30 pm, 

Knowle Village Hall.       
The Strolling Players invite 
you to join them at their 
concert “ Mince Pies and 
Melodies” - a tuneful start 
to the Christmas season. 
Tickets cost £10, available 
from 01564 777634 / 778163. 

Beauty and The 
Beast Pantomime     
9 December – 2 January, 
Core Theatre Solihull  
Belle, and her friend Jacques 
and his mum, Betty the local 
bell ringer, get much more 
than they bargained for when 
they find themselves trapped 
inside the enchanted 
castle of a mysterious 
beast. Tickets from www.
thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk

ABBA Tribute 
Night          
10 December, The Royal 
British Legion Shirley      
Melody Mias bring ABBA 
to life with their top-class 
tribute. Dancing Queens will 
be welcomed up onto the 
dancefloor, in an interactive 
and stunning show which 
includes all of the well-known 
Abba Classics. Tickets from 
www.ticketsource.co.uk

Elf: A Christmas 
Spectacular            
22-23 December, 
Resorts World Arena       
ELF, the hit movie, has 
been supersized into a live 
arena spectacular with a 
massive stage featuring 
amazing film backdrops on 
a huge LED screen plus a 
mobile stage that travels 
the auditorium, so everyone 
gets a close-up view of the 
action. Tickets from www.
resortsworldarena.co.uk

community events

What’s all the buzz about!

What’s all the buzz about!

Then visit www.thelocalbuzz.co.uk 

Want to get the most 
out of Solihull? 

» Enter competitions 
» Find o�ers 
» Discover local events 
» Find local businesses
» and much more...

The Local Buzz.pdf   1   01/11/2022   10:04

FOR DETAILS ON 
MORE EVENTS 
IN SOLIHULL 
PLUS MUCH 
MORE...

Check out our new website www.thelocalbuzz.co.uk



New Windows
& Doors
• UPVC
• Aluminium
• Timber  
• Composite

HOMESEAL
IMPROVEMENTS LTD

Call Paul At Homeseal Today For Your 
FREE No Obligation Quotation
Tel: 024 7646 6260 Mob: 07976 710463
www.homesealimprovementsltd.co.uk

Window & Door  
Repairs & New 
Installations

• Misted/Steamed Up Windows
• Broken Glazing
• Broken Hinges, Handles & Locks
• Poorly Fitting Windows & Doors
• Locks Fixed

BEFORE AFTER

Great Service 
& Quality 
Workmanship 
Guaranteed



• All hedge work 
• All waste removed

•  All work guaranteed to the 
highest industry standards 

• Fully insured 
•  Free advice and quotations 
• NTPC Qualified Workforce

All aspects of arboriculture 
work undertaken. 

Pruning, thinning, reshaping, 
crown lift, reductions, 
removals and stump removal.

Freephone: 03335 775733
Mobile: 07786 527 729

Email: info@solihulltreecare.com    www.solihulltreecare.com

Professional 
Arboricultural
Services

COVID-19 UPDATE: 
We are still working – safely and in line with Government 

guidelines regarding social distancing

STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1 4/08/20   10:35 AM4/08/20   10:35 AM
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DA Mander & Sons-HP-October-2022.pdf   1   04/10/2022   15:03

Saqib Bhatti MP
Working for Meriden

Constituency office:
631 Warwick Road, Solihull B91 1AR

 0121 711 7029
 saqibbhatti.org.uk
  saqib.bhatti@parliament.uk

This advert is funded by the Independent 
Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA) for 
the purpose of assisting Saqib Bhatti MP in the 
performance of their Parliamentary duties.

Get in      
  touch



The Flooring EXPERTS
Number 1 Flooring

• LAMINATES
• SOLID WOOD
• ENGINEERED WOOD
• REAL WOOD
• HERRINGBONE FLOORING

• VINYLS
• CARPETS
• LVT – LUXURY VINYL TILES 
• SPC VINYL FLOORING
• ACCESSORIES

Open Monday to Saturday 9am to 6pm 
and Sunday 10.30am – 4.30pm

0121 745 9352
www.number1�ooring.co.uk
bham@number1�ooring.co.uk

266-268 Stratford Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 3AD

LD-No1Flooring-FP.pdf   1   04/10/2022   14:15
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No call-out charge
Available 24/7

12 month parts 
& labour guarantee

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE, NO-OBLIGATION SECURITY CHECK AND ADVICE

Locked Out Lost Keys

Locks Changed & Replaced

Home Security

Emergency Locksmiths

uPVC Door Lock Specialists

Door/Window Handles 
Changed & Replaced Emergency Boarding Up 

& Burglary Repairs

We can gain access for you non-destructively

15-30 min emergency response time 
for your peace of mind

Our locksmiths are specialists in uPVC door 
and window locks

Stuck, broken or damaged window 
handles? We can help

Lost your keys? We recommend a full lock 
change service for your security

Lock replacement and upgrades, all with 
a 12 month guarantee

We o� er a variety of smart camera and alarm 
systems to protect your property

We can o� er a 24/7 emergency boarding 
up and repair service

lewis@lock� t.co.uk
www.lock� t.co.uk/lock� t-locksmiths-knowle/ 01564 627 020

• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and serviced from £39.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based in Solihull, West 
Midlands with many years experience. Deluxe Roofing Ltdis a professional, 

reliable roofing company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61

All guttering cleaned and repaired from £49.99

MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND
(MIDLANDS BRANCH), COVENTRY, SHIRLEY WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK
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L A N G U A G E  L E S S O N S  LO C A L LY  A N D  O N L I N E

LOVE TO SPEAK GERMAN, FRENCH OR SPANISH?
NEW TO SOLIHULL AND NEED BETTER ENGLISH?

Call 01564 739621 or 0784 031 5982
E-mail info@beech-languages.co.uk

www.beech-languages.co.uk

Expert tuition for exams, travel and business
Local, qualified and experienced language tutors

Contact us now for your free, no-obligation consultation

L O C A L  L A N G U A G E  L E A R N I N G      
Languages

Expert 1:1 tuition from just £30 per hour

Why do we wear the poppy? - Scarlet 
poppies grow wild all over western Europe 
wherever the soil has been disturbed. The 
battles of the First World War churned up such 
vast areas of earth that millions 
of poppies germinated and 
bloomed, often around the bodies 
of the fallen soldiers. A Canadian 
surgeon called John McRae wrote 
the poem In Flanders Fields, which 
many of us study in school. The 
poem is a haunting memorial 
to those soldiers who have died in any war 
and the imagery of the poppies is used to 
symbolise the deaths of those who fought. 
Why do we hold a two-minute silence? - On 
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month the guns of World War I fell 
silent. Four years of fighting and devastation 

finally ended. The following year ceremonies 
of remembrance took place on what was 
known as Armistice Day. An armistice is 
an agreement for the cessation of active 

hostilities between two sides in a war.
An Australian journalist, Edward 

George Honey first proposed a 
respectful silence to remember the 
dead. He wrote a letter to the London 
Evening News which was brought 
to the attention of King George 
V. The king issued a proclamation 

which called for a two-minute silence. These 
days Armistice Day is more usually known as 
Remembrance Sunday and is a chance to 
honour the fallen soldiers of all conflicts. In 
the light of the atrocities going on Ukraine this 
year, I hope you’ll think even more about your 
poppy and all it stands for.

The Poignant Poppy
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CLEANING
YOU’VE EVER SEEN...OR IT’S FREE

0798 544 6260 • 0121 663 0310
www.BirminghamCarpetCleaners.co.uk
Covering Knowle, Dorridge, Solihull, Shirley and surrounding areas

ADCHEM... reassuringly local
THE MOST THOROUGH

✓ Leaves your carpets & upholstery
    cleaner & drier with less disturbance
✓ Hard floor cleaning & renovation

including tiles & grout
✓ Karndean & luxury vinyl floor

cleaning & sealing
✓ Fully self contained -

no electricity or water needed
We even clean their carpets!

Quote Knowle & Dorridge 
Directory when calling

KD adchem.pdf   1   21/10/2022   09:05

Super 

Kev

Get christmas party ready!

Washing  |  Ironing  |  Duvets  |  Dry Cleaning
Drop off before 8am for same day collection

0121 605 2322
170 Yardley Road, Acocks Green, Birmingham, 

B27 6LR

www.mopheads.co.uk  hello@mopheads.co.uk



Please call John: 07854 623 592 or Office: 0330 043 6806
to arrange your free inspection and quotation. 

Over 30 years’ experience in the roofing industry

john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk
www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

Roofing
We can help with any roofing 
work you may need. 

Whether you need a new roof, or 
a repair, whether you fancy having 
Velux roof windows installed, or 
your soffits, fascia and guttering 
replaced, we’ll offer you honest 
advice, professional workmanship, 
and competitive prices. 

Solar Panels
Save on your energy bills.

If you’d like to reduce your 
energy bills, then we can install 
solar panels so you can 
generate your own electricity. 

Promise To Our Customers
We guarantee to offer you a dependable service, offering

 outstanding quality at realistic prices, with your complete 
satisfaction being our number one priority. 

LD-Revive-FP.pdf   1   04/10/2022   12:36



COMPETITION
Win 2 tickets to see the  
Encore screening of the  
National Theatre Live  
production of The Crucible   

at Solihull’s Core Theatre 
on Saturday 26th November at 2pm   

For your chance to win these tickets, 
email zoe@dorridgedirectory.com 
with the subject line The Crucible and 
you will be added to our database 
to receive our monthly e-newsletter 
about offers and events in Solihull. 

Closing date for entries is 
1st December 2022.    

The winner will be notified by email after this 
date. Please note there is no cash value nor 
exchange for this prize so please don’t enter 
if you cannot attend the date shown above.
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competition time

From 

£895* £895* £895
for a fully 
fi tted electric 
garage door.
WAS £1,354 INCLUDING VAT.

Garolla garage doors are expertly 
made to measure in our own UK 

factories, they’re strong and solidly 
built. The electric Garolla door rolls 
up vertically, taking up only 8 inches 

inside your garage, maximising 
valuable space. Our expert local 

installers will fi t your new door and 
they’ll take away the old one too, 

so there’s no mess.

Give us a call today and we’ll come 
and measure up FREE of charge.

CALL US TODAY ON:

01564 340  013
MOBILE:

07537 149 128

*Off er valid for openings up to 2.4m wide & including 2 remote controls, 55mm white slats, internal manual 
override.



FENCING | LANDSCAPING & MAINTENANCE | PATIOS

KEEP THE NOSY 
NEIGHBOURS OUT 
BUT THE DOG IN!

Contact Connor Healy for any fencing or landscaping 
advice or to arrange your free quotation.

07599 612399

»  6 year workmanship warranty on every new installation

»  15 year guarantee on BSW Timber and Durapost Fencing 

(approved suppliers)

» Fully insured

» Committed to the highest standards of customer service

Guaranteed fencing solutions 
from an award-winning company in Solihull

HEALY
FENCING & LANDSCAPING

www.healyfencing.co.uk
connor@healyfencing.co.uk

4.9

Healy Fencing & Landscape Ad.indd   1Healy Fencing & Landscape Ad.indd   1 24/01/22   4:49 PM24/01/22   4:49 PM



Bespoke Home Security

SERVICING HOMES & BUSINESS 
SINCE 1995

0121 706 8666 
www.damarsecuritysystems.co.uk

Follow like and share!

@Damar_Security damarsecuritysystemsltd Damar Security systems ltd

CCTV
 High Definition Cameras

 Upto 8MP

 24 Hour Colour

 SmartPhone Viewing

 Fully maintained each year

ALARMS
 New Installations

 Takeovers

 Fully Comprehensive Cover

 Open 24/7

 SmartPhone Control



Bespoke Home Security

SERVICING HOMES & BUSINESS 
SINCE 1995

0121 706 8666 
www.damarsecuritysystems.co.uk

Follow like and share!

@Damar_Security damarsecuritysystemsltd Damar Security systems ltd

CCTV
 High Definition Cameras

 Upto 8MP

 24 Hour Colour

 SmartPhone Viewing

 Fully maintained each year

ALARMS
 New Installations

 Takeovers

 Fully Comprehensive Cover

 Open 24/7

 SmartPhone Control



Athos solutions for the future...
BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Chartered Certified Accountants

• Accounts
• Tax Returns
• Payroll and Auto Enrolment
• Bookkeeping and VAT Returns
• Tax Advice
• Management Accounts
Call and make an appointment for a free initial
consultation where a bespoke fixed fee quotation 
will be provided.

T. 0333 400 7876
Athos Business Solutions Limited
1623 Warwick Road, Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands B93 9LF
www.athos.uk.com

Athos has built up a 
professional team that 
goes the ‘extra mile’ as 
a matter of due course. 
This has been invaluable 
to our business and has 
greatly assisted us.

Roger Green, Director 
Menswear Company

enquiries@athos.uk.com



Don’t get caught out with joint property 

Almost 60%* of those looking to buy a home do not realise that if they die and they 
are joint tenants with their partner, their partner will automatically inherit the house – 

regardless of what it states in their will.  Hannah Tait, partner at Shakespeare Martineau 
and Ben Sharp, associate at the firm in Solihull explain why understanding how your 

joint property is held is so important when estate planning or making a will. 

If you own your home with someone else, there are two ways in which the property can be held: 
joint tenants and tenants in common.

Joint tenants
Where property is held as joint tenants, on the death of one owner, the property passes automatically 
to the other, regardless of the provisions of that person’s will.  While this can benefit the parties if it 
their intention for their partner to inherit their house, sometimes, particularly in second marriages, 
this may not be the case and it means your partner may inherit the property rather than your 
share passing to children from a previous marriage, for example. The best option is to 
sever the joint tenancy to create a tenancy in common and then make a will to leave 
your share to a named beneficiary.

Tenants in Common
Where property is held as tenants in common and one person dies, the share 
belonging to them passes in accordance with the terms of their will, or if they 
don’t have a will – will pass via the intestacy rules to potentially unwanted 
beneficiaries. So, if you’re an unmarried couple and neither of you has a will, 
if one person dies, it may be that their share in the house is passed to their 
family and not the living partner. 
 
How it affects estate planning
Many people wish to benefit people other than those with whom they 
co-own property in their wills. Subject to the other assets in the estate, 
this will only work practically if the property is held as tenants in 
common and not where property is held as joint tenants.

The best option is strictly dependant on individual circumstances 
and it isn’t always easy to identify with the untrained eye which 
way a property is held, particularly with unregistered titles. Our 
experts can help with this so obtain specialist legal advice before 
committing to one option over another.

For advice call 0330 024 0333  
email Hannah.Tait@shma.co.uk or visit www.shma.co.uk 

Shakespeare Martineau Radcliffe House, Blenheim Court, Solihull, B91 2AA

*Survey conducted by Shakespeare Martineau in 2022

KD-Shakespeare Martineau-APRIL.indd   1KD-Shakespeare Martineau-APRIL.indd   1 27/10/2022   12:5127/10/2022   12:51
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PSYCHOLOGICAL THERAPY.
PRIVATE HEALTH CARE.

 

Work related stress? Anxiety? Depression? Low self esteem?  Compulsive behaviours? 
OCD? Anger management? Emotion regulation difficulties? Adolescent behavioural 

problems?  Aggressive driving? Panic attacks? Phobias? Emotional distress?
 

New Street, Kenilworth.
Wassell Grove Lane, Hagley.
Day and Evening Appointments Available

Contact: enquiries@equanimitycbt.co.uk  
Telephone 0844 693 1282 for a 
free 15 minute telephone consultation. 
B.A.B.C.P. Accredited CBT Psychotherapist.  
 
Approved Health Care Provider for
AXA-PPP, Aviva, BUPA, Allianz, CIGNA, Simply Health and WPA.  www.equanimitycbt.co.uk

Equanimity CBT provides Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) which is the therapy of choice in 
the NHS for common emotional, behavioural and mental health problems. It is also available 

privately and through health insurance. Corporate referrals are also accepted.

Equanimity CBT
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•Block paving  •Tarmacing (red or black)•Patios  
•Brickwork  •Slabbing  •Gravel  •Landscaping  

•Fencing •Property & roof repairs 
•Driveway maintenance 

(pressure cleaning & sealing – weed free)

07961 358367 / 0121 652 0145 / 01926 674782
dimensiongroundworks@icloud.com

www.dimensionpathways.co.uk
328 Alcester Road Wythall Birmingham West Midlands B47 6JR 

Specialists in Driveways and Landscaping

Groundworks & Driveways 



 GARDEN CENTRE & 
SHOPPING VILLAGE

 Christmas Shopping as it Should Be

Hatton Country World, Hatton, CV35 8XA
Hattonworld.com

NEW Christmas Shop

Every Weekend 
until 18th Dec

Hatton Garden Centre have opened a 
fabulous NEW Christmas Shop...  

From great gift ideas to fantastic 
Christmas decorations, trees and lights 

Pick up your 
Family Card in 
store today!

the Christmas shop has everything you need. 
Entertain in style with the perfect table setting 
and treat yourself to some delicious seasonal 
treats. Make your Christmas a little extra special 
with British Garden Centres and visit the 
Christmas shop today! 

Have you got your Family Card yet? Pick up your 
card in store today for exclusive rewards & offers.

Our popular Christmas 
Markets are running every 

weekend right up until 
Christmas.  Visit our 

website for more details.

Christmas
Markets Plus an array of 

Independent Shops
Ladies Fashion, Homeware, 
Doggie Giftware, Traditional 

Sweet Shop, Bike Shop, 
Handmade Jewellery, Gin 

Distillery, Toy Shop, Beauty & 
Skincare & more... come and 

explore for yourself!

Opens 11th Nov!

We are delighted to 
announce we are 

welcoming Trade Secret to 
the Shopping Village.

Bringing branded furniture 
from major high street 

retailers at up to 60% OFF!
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a good read By Natasha Donovan
The Book of Form and Emptiness
by Ruth Ozeki
This is the most beautiful and 
unusual book I have read for a 
while. With themes of love, family, 
grief, mental health, and substance 
abuse it sounds heavy, but be 
assured that though the book is 
heavy at 548 pages, the story is not.

Benny Oh is a 14-year-old boy whose father 
dies in an unfortunate accident. Benny and 
his mother Annabelle grieve in their different 
ways. Annabelle begins to hoard while Benny 
starts to hear the voices of the objects in his 
home speak to him; the socks which want to 
be with their partner and books which want 
to be organised on the shelf. Benny find this 
constant noise unsettling and intrusive and 
retreats to the library where all the things use 
their quiet voices, and where he meets some 
wonderful off-grid characters who provide 

a moving insight into mental ill-health.
The Book actually narrates the novel. The Book 

is a character in its own right and interacts with 
Benny directing him to be the hero of his own 
story. They even disagree over how to tell the 
family’s back story, particularly when it comes to 
his mother’s sex life. Ozeki blurs the line between 
Benny’s hallucinations and the reality of The 
Book. Do the objects really talk to him? 

Infused with warmth and wisdom the novel 
has some great characters, like the landlady’s 
evil son who is hell bent on evicting Benny and 
Annabelle, and a Marie Kondo character who 
Anabelle appeals to for help, shining a light 
on how our relationships are impacted by the 
importance we give to material belongings and 
the clutter we allow in our lives. 

This is an enchanting and highly original novel.  
I read it then listened to the audio book,  
narrated by Kerry Shale, which I have to say  
was even better!

 GARDEN CENTRE & 
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Sweet Shop, Bike Shop, 
Handmade Jewellery, Gin 

Distillery, Toy Shop, Beauty & 
Skincare & more... come and 

explore for yourself!

Opens 11th Nov!

We are delighted to 
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At SmartSi we bring together the power of 
beautiful design and innovative technology, 
to deliver simple, elegant lifestyle solutions 
that make your home a joy. 

From home automation solutions that give 
you effortless control of light, heat and 
security, to bespoke home cinemas, CCTV,
multi-room entertainment systems, Wi-Fi 
and outdoor living, our smart technology  
solutions offer something for everyone.

Whether you’re a homeowner looking to  
enhance your home, a developer, or an  
architect planning a new-build, get in touch 
to find out how we can bring your vision  
to life.

www.smartsi.co.uk
contact@smartsi.co.uk

0800 055 4595

Your home,
made effortless
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Lady Katherine Housing & CareLady Katherine Housing & Care
Rated by the Care Quality Commission as: GOOD

Residential Care
Sheltered Housing

Respite Care
(now taking Summer and Autumn Respite bookings)

Housing & Care  
in Temple Balsall

Company No. 7890553      Company No. 7890553      www.leveson.org.uk  www.leveson.org.uk  

If you would like to pay us a visit or discuss  
our current availability feel free to get in touch.

Get in touch: 01564 772415
(Chris Mundell)

If you would like to find out more about living in Temple Balsall or 
would like to pay us a visit, please contact:

Chris Mundell on 01564 772415 
or email cmundell@leveson.org.uk

Registered Charity 1146710Registered Charity 1146710

In a codicil to her will Lady Katherine Leveson bequeathed 
a legacy to build almshouses for poor women and to 
build a school for poor boys at Temple Balsall.

So for almost 350 years housing for and care of older people has been provided at Temple 
Balsall by our ancient charity. Today LADY KATHERINE HOUSING AND CARE provides 
accommodation for over 50 residents, both men and women, in residential care and 
sheltered housing.

SHORT RESPITE BREAKS are also available giving Carers and/or those they care for a 
short holiday in our glorious, peaceful surroundings. Although Temple Balsall is in the heart 
of the countryside we are within easy reach of Knowle, Solihull and Balsall Common.

Our chef produces delicious home cooked food with a much as possible sourced locally. We 
have a weekly program of activities for our residents and have our own in-house hair salon.

LadyK-KD-MAY.indd   2-3LadyK-KD-MAY.indd   2-3 26/04/22   4:10 PM26/04/22   4:10 PM

At SmartSi we bring together the power of 
beautiful design and innovative technology, 
to deliver simple, elegant lifestyle solutions 
that make your home a joy. 

From home automation solutions that give 
you effortless control of light, heat and 
security, to bespoke home cinemas, CCTV,
multi-room entertainment systems, Wi-Fi 
and outdoor living, our smart technology  
solutions offer something for everyone.

Whether you’re a homeowner looking to  
enhance your home, a developer, or an  
architect planning a new-build, get in touch 
to find out how we can bring your vision  
to life.

www.smartsi.co.uk
contact@smartsi.co.uk

0800 055 4595

Your home,
made effortless
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CROSSROADS SERVICE STATION LTD
A friendly, family-run business since 1969

 
• MOT Testing – Cars & Motorbikes
• Servicing & Repairs
• Air Conditioning Service & Repair
• Diagnostic Service & Repair
• Laser Wheel Alignment
• Tyres – Supplied & Fitted
• Quali�ed & Experienced Sta�
• Courtesy Car or Collection/Delivery available

 599-601 Tanworth Lane, Shirley, Solihull B90 4JE
Tel: 01564 703225
www.crossroadservicestation.co.uk

OPEN 6 DAYS 
A WEEK

MON – FRI 8.00am – 6.00pm
SAT 8.00am – 1.00pm

VAT No.: 113213041
To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

answer on page 36
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heritagedrivesltd@gmail.comSunnyside, Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden B92 0LW

0121 690 5581

Driveways & Landscapes 
In The West Midlands
Professional Driveway & Landscaping 
company based in Solihull, working throughout  
the West Midlands

heritagedrivesandlandscapes.co.uk

07377 534460  

We pride ourselves on our high 
standards of workmanship
BLOCK PAVING | TARMACING (red and black) | PATIOS | RESIN | BRICKWORK | SLABBING  | GRAVEL 
FENCING   LANDSCAPING ||  PROPERTY & ROOF REPAIRS | DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE 
(Pressure cleaning & sealing - weed free)

FREE QUOTATIONS

DISCOUNT PRICES

10

heritagedrivesltd@gmail.com

Heritage Driveways.pdf   1   03/10/2022   15:40

We are a 
Which?

Trusted Trader

We can SAVE your windows!

Replace the pane, not the frame

SAVE money, energy & time
All glazing backed by our

Has Your Double
Glazing Steamed Up?

Local, friendly
engineer

Priority freephone

SAVE money - SAVE energy - SAVE 

Your local trusted expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Untitled-1   1 30/09/2019   12:59

Space has been in the news a lot recently. 
From the Mars Rover to the James Webb 
telescope, we’ve marvelled at amazing 

images. In the 50th year since man last 
walked on the moon NASA is 
once again preparing a Lunar 
mission. It all seems far removed 
from our everyday lives, but did 
you know that some 2000 or 
more inventions that we use on 
Earth every day were actually 
invented by NASA? Here are my favourites:
Memory foam - Oh how I love my 
memory foam mattress and bike seat, 
and development of the ‘Tempur’ 
material used was NASA-funded. 
Engineers wanted to create better shock-
absorbing aircraft seats for test pilots. 
Mobile phone cameras - The image 

sensors used in just about every modern 
digital camera come directly from NASA. 
They were looking for better, cheaper, more 
efficient cameras for spacecraft, but the 

technology was quickly licensed 
and harnessed by camera 
and phone companies and is 
now used all over the world.
Self-driving cars - Not mainstream 
yet but give it time. NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory’s Quantum 

Sciences and Technologies group, invented 
something with the intriguing name of 
the “whispering gallery mode optical 
resonator.” This was a spherical resonator 
for light waves, but no-one could think of 
a practical use for the technology until 
it was integrated into General Motors’ 
LiDAR systems for self-driving cars.

Space Invaders How technology developed for 
space has appeared on Earth



heritagedrivesltd@gmail.comSunnyside, Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden B92 0LW

0121 690 5581

Driveways & Landscapes 
In The West Midlands
Professional Driveway & Landscaping 
company based in Solihull, working throughout  
the West Midlands

heritagedrivesandlandscapes.co.uk

07377 534460  

We pride ourselves on our high 
standards of workmanship
BLOCK PAVING | TARMACING (red and black) | PATIOS | RESIN | BRICKWORK | SLABBING  | GRAVEL 
FENCING   LANDSCAPING ||  PROPERTY & ROOF REPAIRS | DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE 
(Pressure cleaning & sealing - weed free)

FREE QUOTATIONS

DISCOUNT PRICES

10

heritagedrivesltd@gmail.com

Heritage Driveways.pdf   1   03/10/2022   15:40
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ad index

Accountants 
22	 Athos Business Solutions 	 0333 400 7876

Car Services 
33 	 Crossroads service station 01564 703225

Care services 
29	 Lady Katherine Housing 
	 & Care 	 01564 772850 
32 	 Eastcote Park 	 01564 757237

Carpets & Flooring  
11 	 D.A. Mander & Son 	 01564 700200
12 	 Number 1 Flooring 	 0121 745 9352

Cleaning Services
16 	 Mopheads 	 0121 605 2322
16 	 Adchem 	 0798 544 6260
38	 Dorridge & Knowle Domestic 
	 Cleaning Services 	 07809 567264
39 	 Sol Clean 	 0121 369 0070

Doors & Windows 
7 	 Homeseal 	 07976 710463
18	 Garolla garage doors 	 01564 340013
34 	 Cloudy 2 Clear 	 0800 61 21 118
38	 ACS Doors 	 07592 303104

Electricians 
15 	 Midland Electrical Group 0121 238 5949

Events 
26 	 Hatton Country World 	 01926 843411

Gardens and drives 
8 	 Solihull Tree Care 	 0121 604 6809
19 	 Healy Fencing & 
	 Landscaping 	 07599 612399
25	 Dimension Landscape 
	 & Driveways	 0121 733 1463
31	 Central Drives 
	 Landscapes	 0121 702 1456
35 	 Heritage Drives 
	 & Landscapes 	 0121 690 5581

Graphic & Website Design 
30 	 Hot Lobster Design Ltd	 0121 369 1977

Health & Wellbeing     
9 	 Physio & Health Matters 	 01564 660557
24 	 Equanimity CBT	 0844 693 1282

Heating 
9	 Stephen Smith Plumbing 
	 & Heating 	 01564 200119

Home Technology 
28 	 Smart SI 	 0800 055 4595

Kitchens & Bathrooms 
2	 Cullen Plumbing & Tiling	 07896 862916
10	 Dream Doors 	 0121 744 8974

Language Tuition 
14 	 Beech Languages 	 01564 739 621

Local matters 
11 	 MP for Meriden 	 0121 711 7029

Locksmiths 
13	 Lockfit 	 01564 627020

Lofts
37	 Stu’s Loft Ladders	 07712 327889

Painter & Decorator
24	 Bill Boyce	 0121 744 0040

Plumbing
2	 Cullen Plumbing & Tiling	 07896 862916
3	 Knowle Domestic 
	 Appliance Repairs	 01564 730183
9	 Stephen Smith Plumbing 
	 & Heating 	 01564 200119

Roofing
5 	 Michael Kavanagh Building 
	 & Roofing 	 024 7671 7737
13 	 Deluxe Roofing 	 0800 747 1461
17 	 Revive Roofing 	 07854 623592
27	 C Stevens Roofing 	 0121 733 1276
40	 N. Bird & Son	 0121 743 6324

Security 
20-21 Damar Security Systems 0121 706 8666

Solicitors 
23 	 Shakespeare Martineau 	0121 705 8151

Taxi Services 
1 	 A2B Radio Cars  	 0121 744 1111

Tiling 
2 	 Cullen Plumbing & Tiling	 07896 862916

local police contact
for knowle & dorridge
Sergeant Mike Lloyd
Telephone: 101 ext 892 6037
Email:  rural@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

LOCAL COUNCILLORS  
DORRIDGE & HOCKLEY 
HEATH  
Ian Courts  
Tel: 01676 535490 
courts@solihull.gov.uk

Andrew Mackiewicz 
Tel: 01564 230294 
amackiewicz@solihull.gov.uk

Ken Meeson 
Tel: 01564 777772 
kmeeson@solihull.gov.uk

KNOWLE  
Diana Holl-Allen MBE 
Tel: 01675 443112 
dhallen@solihull.gov.uk

Jeff Potts 
Tel: 01564 774804 
jpotts@solihull.gov.uk

Alan Rebeiro 
Tel: 01564 200047 
arebeiro@solihull.gov.uk

Suduko Solution
from page 33

mindbenders
from page 37
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FREE 
No Obligation Quote 

10 year Manufacturer Warranty

Tel: 01527 850295 • Mobile: 07712 327889
stuart@stusloftladders.co.uk • www.stusloftladders.co.uk

Installing Loft Ladders Since 2008

We also install loft fl ooring and boarding

All types of loft ladders 
professionally installed.
Top quality 3 section aluminium 
loft ladder professionally fi tted with 
pivot arm, hand rail, wide fl at treads 
for comfort and rubber feet. Loft 
hatch included.

Areas that we cover?
• Redditch • Solihull • Stratford-Upon-Avon
• Worcester • Warwick • Birmingham • Evesham

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

answers on page 36
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•  Small established cleaning and domestic help business
•  Provide dedicated, friendly & 
 trustworthy local ladies (CRB checked)
•  Take pride in high standards and 
 caring for customers' homes
•  Regular service or one off spring cleans
•  Ironing service available
•  References available
•  Comprehensive insurance
•  Costs are not subject to VAT

Dorridge & Knowle 
Domestic Cleaning Services

For a FREE, no obligation quote, 
please call Sue on 07809 567264

Come and visit our 
NEW showroom 

in Studley
Unit 1,

Haydon House,
Alcester Road,

Studley
B80 7AN

07592 303104 or 
07910 289565www.acsinteriordoors.co.uk

ACS interior doors.pdf   1   2/08/21   4:47 PM



• DRIVEWAYS • PATIOS • ROOFS • GUTTERS • FASCIA & SOFFITS

They can become blocked by leaves, moss, silt and weeds. 
Overflowing gutters can lead to damp and serious costly maintenance issues.

We can avoid that for you by quickly and efficiently cleaning your gutters with the majority of the work 
done from the ground and only where access issues necessitate from a small aluminium tower.

We use high powered vacuum equipment and carbon fibre poles that can reach up to 3 and 4 storeys.

The cleaning work is monitered on a screen at ground level by the operative who  receives a live feed from 
a small camera attached to the vacuum head.

Let us visit and give you a quote...

Don’t be caught  
out this winter with  
blocked gutters

Don’t wait  
until it’s 
too late...

If you live in a semi-detached 

or terrace property,  

why not get together with 

your neighbours, we can offer 

discounts if we can clean 

multiple properties in the 

same visit. 

DISCOUNTS 
AVAILABLE

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

0121 369 0070
07546 264164
	enquiries@solclean.co.uk 
	 www.solclean.co.uk



• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles
• Chimney Work
 

 
 

 

0121 743 6324
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

NO PAYMENT UNTIL YOU ARE 100% SATISFIED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Lead Work
• UPVC Facia, 
   So�t & Gutters
• GRP Flat Roofs
• Small brickwork jobs

N.Bird-full page.pdf   1   27/01/22   11:09 AM


