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Looking after all your mortgage
& insurance needs ...

& Mortgages

® Income Protection

@& Home Insurance

& Lending into retirement
& Private Health Insurance
@ Life Insurance

& Bridging Loans

& Insurance

& Estate Planning

@ Wills Meet the team
of local advisers

01564 791120 Scan here
www.the-right-advice.com \‘Q\
hello@the-right-advice.com

70 St Johns Close, Knowle, Solihull, B93 ONH

www.knowleanddorridgedirectory.com delivered FREE to 5400 homes




Belmont@Home
provide bespoke
home care service

designed to fit

perfectly around

each individua

If you wish to stay in your own
home with your own front door,
safe in the knowledge that
someone is there to care for you
- we can help!

Get in touch today

Belmont@Home

L.

The flexibility of our home
care services enable you to
live safely and comfortably in
the place you know best -
your home. From daily or
Weekly visits, there are plenty
of homecare services
available, even on a short-
term basis, half an hour visits,
forty five minutes or hour-by-
hour visits. We're here to
support you.




CANDY + HOTPOINT +« HOOVER

Knowle Domestic
Plumbing Service &
Appliance Repairs

LU e  Appliance Repair
Undertaken Services

 Burst pipes/leaks

Hoso?

va3yo -

PHILLIPS

ISSNANVZ -

« Taps, Sinks, Waste Units {8 Washing Machines

* Ball Valves, Overflows ™ Dishwashers
« Tanks, Cylinders,

Immersions * Tumble Dryers

- Toilets, baths, » Electric cookers
Showers

« 24 Hour Emgrgenﬂy . vac"um c’eaﬂem -

£10 OFF for first time customers with this ad.
Valid until: 10th August 2023

12 month guarantee, same day call-out
special rates for 0AP’s

Office: 01564 730183
Mobhile: 07770 698196
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Summeriimel!

Welcome to the July edition

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

At the time of writing this the sky is distinctly
overcast but here’s hoping by the time this
reaches you we are firmly in Summertime!

After all, there’s loads of great places to visit in the
local area, which are so much more enjoyable if the
sun’s shining. If you want some inspiration on what's
on in the areq, then head to page 6 where you can
find out about fun runs and doggy brunches.

Wishing you a great month ahead. Until next month,

‘.

Zoe Reece

Tel: 07557 220585

Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.knowleanddorridgedirectory.com

THE LOCAL BUZZ

WHAT'S GOING ON IN THE SOLIHULL AREA

What’s aII the buzz about'

Want to get the most out of Solihull? T

Eﬁ')‘ﬁﬁ

Enter competitions Discover local events ST
Find offers Find local businesses : = : :!
Then visit www.thelocalbuzz.co.uk ?ﬁ 2= =

m Locally designed by: hotlobster design itd Printed by: Norwood Press m

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

4 Mention the Knowle & Dorridge Directory when responding to advertisements




CRASKE
<
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Are you retirement-ready?
Is your investment strategy working for you?

I have worked in the financial services sector for over 18 years and specialise in
wealth management - helping customers in the Solihull area with their investment
planning, retirement planning, and financial protection.

Investment planning
The right investment strategy is crucial to secure your future financial well-being. | can
provide the advice and investment solutions to help you achieve your financial goals.

Retirement planning

Whether you need to start planning, or review your existing retirement strategy,
| can work with you to understand your goals and help put a realistic planin place
to achieve these.

Financial protection
| offer personally-tailored advice regarding Inheritance Tax and estate planning, and can also
advise on financial services to protect your family finances in the case of illness or redundancy.

Chris Craske
07916 327259 t

christopher.craske@sjpp.co.uk & / .
www.craskewm.co.uk ]ail)}gzg qutnerShlp

St James’s Place House,

SRy vouchedfor

Solihull B90 8AR




local events

community events

The Motown
Divas Party with
The Dreamettes

28th July, Nailcote

Hall, Berkswell

A Stunning Trio of Ladies in
full Motown Glamour Singing
and Dancing to original
choreographed routines.
Guaranteed to fill the dance
floor with all your favourite
Motown hits including The
Supremes, Martha and The
Vandellas, Tina Turner and
Aretha Franklin. Tickets from
www.nailcotehall.co.uk

Doggy Brunch
29th July, The Limes,
Earlswood, Solihull
CALLING ALL DOG OWNERS.
Put Saturday 29th July 2023

in your diary 11am - 2pm. The
Limes first DOGGY BRUNCH

is coming and you cannot
miss out! They will have the
pawsecco flowing and the
doggy beer on draught -
Dogs eaf free with every
Brunch paying human!
TICKETS are FREE but please
register at eventbrite.com

Now That’s

What | Call 90s
4th August, The Lake at
Barston, Barston, Solihull

90s BANGERS - Dance
classics meet pop anthems
- Rhythm is a dancer, 2 can
play that game, Free from
desire, What is Love?, | love
you baby, No Limits, Let me
be your fantasy plus, Keep
on Moving, Cotfon Eye Joe,
Venga party, Mysterious Girl
etc. Tickets start from £27 and
include a 3 course Meal: see
www.thelakeatbarston.co.uk

Ricky Gervais
4th September, Utilita
Arena Birmingham

LOCAL

WHAT’S GOING ON IN THE SOLIHULL AREA

The one and only Ricky
Gervais brings his newest
live show Armageddon

to Birmingham! Gervais is
an award-winning stand-
up comedian, with six
infernational tours to date.
His live stand up show
‘Fame’ became the fastest
selling UK stand-up show in
history. Tickets from www.
utilitaarenabham.co.uk/

Balsall Common
Fun Run

17th September

This local community
fundraising event, now in in
its ninth year, is organised

by local charity The Lily

Mae Foundation, to enable
participants to run in support
of local and national charities
and good causes. There

are Mini Runs for nursery

and primary aged children,
5K runs for Juniors and
Families, and 5K and 10K
Runs for Adults. To book your
place please visit: www.
stuweb.co.uk/event/4258

FOR DETAILS ON
MORE EVENTS
IN SOLIHULL
PLUS MUCH
MORE...

Check out our new website www.thelocalbuzz.co.uk
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ARTY NIGHTS -
AT NQLLCOTE RALL

B SEPTEMBER 2023 | DECEMBER 2023
#i CHARTBUSTER70's & 80's £40.00 - Frilst 7&a CHARTBUSTER PARTY £52.50

Fri15th & ELVIS TRIBUTE SHOW £40.00 | Fritst |77, BACK TOTHE90'S PARTY £57.50

Sat23rd | i7" £49.50 wd, i Sat2nd . 7%, SOUL & MOTOWN PARTY £57.50

£40.00 i gg Fri8th =  WHITNEY HOUSTON TRIBUTE [ga:»A11)

{l Fristh |77, CHRISTMAS PARTY @

J Sat9th ,i777, TAKE THAT SPECTACULAR £57.50

Fri6th 7 : MOTOWN PARTY £40.00
Fri15th  MOTOWN & SOUL PARTY £52.50

Fri13th 7 i TAKE THAT PARTY £45.00 -
Fri15th |« BACK TO THE 80'S PARTY £57.50

Fri20th ELTON JOHN TRIBUTE SHOW 220 [i]
Sat16th : HITS OF THE DECADES PARTY [Ex¥A1

~ Fri27th ! DAYTON GREY SOUL PARTY AL
MAMMA MIA PARTY £57.50
Fri22nd ;i"; SOULAND MOTOWN PARTY  [EayA{)
£40.00 e Sat23rd ;i7" MOTOWN DIVAS PARTY £57.50
Sat18th |77, FREDDIE MERCURY SHOW £4500 | : g T Sun31st | ++.. NEW YEARS EVE BALL £115.00

| Sat25th | 7 ot 050

MAKE IT AN ENTERTAINMENT BREAK!
DISCOUNTED ROOM RATES WHEN YOU BOOK A PARTY NIGHT

TICKET PRICES INCLUDE A 3 COURSE MEAL - WE WILL CATER FOR ANY DIETARY REQUIRMENTS BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT
ALL PARTY NIGHTS INCLUDE LIVE ENTERTAINMENT AND AFTER-SHOW DJ
DISCOUNTED TICKETS FOR GROUPS OF 10+ TO ALL MARQUEE EVENTS

- ---1

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL EVENT INFORMATION

www.nailcotehall.co.uk

BOOK ONLINE OR CALL: 02476 466 174
Nailcote Hall Hotel, Nailcote Lane, CV7 7DE



17 Whitacre Rd, Knowle City&
Cullen LG, QR

Plumbing & Tiling Established in 2005 Qualified

Full bathroom and ensvite design and e Showroom Finish Wall & Floor Tiling for
installation to the highest standards with bathrooms, kitchens, hallways and
complete project management from start conservatories

to completion

e Specialist in ceramic, porcelain, natural
Kitchen Sinks and Taps, Dishwasher and

stone tiling
Washing Machine Installation
Central Heating & Radiators e Business built on recommendation and
reputation
General Plumbing Maintenance & Repair
All Work Guaranteed

Reliable Honest Service
References and Portfolio of Work Available

Call Alex Cullen
NOW on 07896 862 916

For a free no-obligation quotation




useful services

JRYT EX'I'ERIOR CLEAN

.

Driveways
Patios
Gutter Cleans
Fascia’s & Soffits
Pressure Washing

JRY EXTERIOR |

CLEAN :
| PRESSURE WASHING We thrive
on cleaning

your drive

%FEEH

Chamelen

Rightio
Plumbers

0121 206 3761

OUR SERVICES

/' Boiler Breakdowns

If you need honest and pragmatic advice, but
also appreciate a friendly face and heaps of
enthusiasm, then Karena is the lady to go to for
all your surveying solutions.

v/ Boiler Servicing

v/ Radiators & Pipes
v/ Tanks & Cylinders
V' Toilets & Taps

v Leaks & Bursts

v/ Showers

v/ Clearing Blockages

We work in
Knowle, Dorridge,
Bentley Heath,
Eastcote & all
surrounding areas

RICS Chartered Surveyor

RICS Registered Valuer

RICS Level 2 & 3 Property Surveys
Short Property Reports

Party Wall Awards

Valuations for Help to Buy, Shared
Ownership & Probate

Over 33 years' experience

v Pipework Replacement
v Gas Safe Certified

V' Fast Response

v All Work Guaranteed
Vv Highly Experienced
Vv Clear Pricing

(Qrics

Please contact Karena for more information.

01926 612121 /07752 134874

»12 Month « OAP » 1-2 Hour «

Discount

> <

guarantee
on labour!

Response
Speak to time!

us today!

admin@greenchameleon.net

650921 www.greenchameleon.net




useful services
CALL US
LECKFIT
No call-out charge PACKAGES

24 HOUR LOCKSMITH SERVICES Available 24/7

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE, NO-OBLIGATION SECURITY CHECK AND ADVICE

JUST
MOVED IN?

& Locked Out %Lost Keys
We can gain access for you non-destructively Lost your keys? We recommend a full lock
change service for your security
ﬂ Emergency Locksmiths
H Locks Changed & Replaced
15-30 min emergency response time
for your peace of mind Lock replacement and upgrades, all with
a 12 month guarantee
i-luPVC Door Lock Specialists .
@ Home Security

Our locksmiths are specialists in uPVC door
and window locks We offer a variety of smart camera and alarm

systems to protect your property
Door/Window Handles

Changed & Replaced X Emergency Boarding Up
) & Burglary Repairs 12 month parts
Stuck, broken or damaged window We ffer a 24/7 emergency boarding & labour rant am )
handles? We hel /e can of
— up and repair service abour guarantee Chirskatraticom

lewis@lockfit.co.uk
www.lockfit.co.uk/lockfit-locksmiths-knowle/ 01 564 627 020

RE\/\/E ROOFING AND BUILDING SOLUTIONS

WOAVIKE & BUiL BN SOLUTIONE

Built on trust and reliability, we have been
in the roofing business for over 30 years

Our services include:

e New slate and tiled roofs e Repointing

o Flat roofs ® Roof timberwork

e Chimneys o Solar panel installation
o Velux roof windows e And more!

Our highly qualified roofing experts will complete
your roofing tasks, quickly and efficiently.

Please call John: 07854 623 592 or Office: 0330 043 6806
to arrange your free inspection and quotation.

Berive Hacdll
Al Builfing %

' john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk
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Window & Door
Repairs & New

Installations

| AR

Great Service
& Quality
Workmanship
Guaranteed

+ Misted/Steamed Up Windows

- Broken Glazing

- Broken Hinges, Handles & Locks
« Poorly Fitting Windows & Doors
« Locks Fixed

New Windows

& Doors @
« UPVC

o Aluminium

o Timber
« Composite

Call Paul At Homeseal Today For Your
an FREE No Obligation Quotation

Tel: 024 7646 6260 Mob: 07976 710463
HQM&%‘%@" www.homesealimprovementslitd.co.uk



ENHANCE THE LOOK OF
\TDLH{FKDRAE

We offer

FREE

advice and
quotations

ALL ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES

Planning Drawings ® Building Regulation Drawings

Construction Drawings @ Listed Building Applications

FULL DESIGN AND BUILD SERVICES

Extensions ® New Builds ® House Alterations

Driveways ® Landscaping ® Renovations ® Refurbishments ® Extensions

Garage Conversions ® Loft Conversions ® Full Commercial and Residential Builds

WE OFFER FREE ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS NO JOB IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

kenmoore

DESIGH LTD

Kenmoore Design, The Coach House, Kinwarton House, Alcester, Warks B49 6HA
enquiries@kenmooredesign.co.uk

(f) kenmooredesign  (in) kenmoore-design-ltd (@) @Kenmoore_design

01789 520013 | www.kenmooredesign.co.uk



Summer Tech!

f you want to be the

host with the most this

summer | have two
recommendations for you.

First up is the Ooni Karu 12,

a multi-fuel outdoor pizza
oven. This portable pizza
oven, which can be fired

by wood or gas was the hit
of our summer lost year.

We used ours for a backyard
birthday, two camping trips,
at the beach and random
summer Saturdays. The pizzas
are delicious with an authentic
stone-baked taste, while the
fact its multi-fuel provides
flexibility and convenience.

It had surprisingly high heat
retention for its size and price
which resulted in perfectly
crispy crusts and delectably
melted tfoppings. It definitely
made us feel like accomplished
hosts, and everyone enjoyed
topping their own pizzas.

Highly recommended.

Next | want to give a shout out
to the Ninja CREAMi Ice Cream
& Frozen Dessert Maker. | was
gifted one for my birthday

by my husband who knows |
am an ice-cream-aholic. It's
not cheap at nearly £200 but
when you consider that a small
tub of Ben and Jerry’s is now

around £5 it will pay for itself in
20 weeks at one tub a week...
and we are definitely more

than a one tub a week family!

NOTE | am not dffiliated with
either company. These are
my own recommendations.

ACS

INTERIOR DOORS

www.acsinteriordoors.co.uk

Beautiful Interior Doors Supplied and Installed

Come and visit our
NEW showroom

in Studley

Unit 1,
Haydon House,
Alcester Road,

Studley

B80 7AN

07592 303104 or
07910 289565

useful services

Take pizza to the next level




A Delightfully Quirky Affair

Pack up a hamper, it’s National Picnic Month!

h, the British
picnic! That
delightful
fradition
combining
outdoor dining with
unpredictable weather,
and an assortment of
eccentricities. The main
ingredients for a truly
traditional British picnic are,
a dash of optimism, a splash
of stoicism, a sprinkling of
humour and a tiny pinch
of disappointment.
First and foremost, there is the
weather dance. No discussion
about picnics in our green
and pleasant land would be
complete without someone
looking upwards dubiously,
sucking their cheeks in, and
saying, ‘Looks like rain.” As
a nation we have mastered
the art of packing for all four
seasons in a single picnic
basket. From sweltering
sun to sudden showers, we

have evolved into experts at
adaptive picnic planning. If
there was an ‘official British
Picnic checklist” it would
include sunscreen, insect
repellent, a thick sweater an
umbrella and a pac-a-mac!
Every Brit is born knowing
exactly what a picnic should
look like: a wicker hamper,

a checked picnic blanket,
and an array of finger foods
including dainty cucumber
sandwiches, iced buns and
freshly baked scones with
clotted cream and jam, all
washed down with ginger
beer. This is because Enid
Blyton and her Famous Five
have somehow entered our
collective subconscious, but
we have been cruelly lied
to. In reality it’s usually slightly
curled ham and cheese
sandwiches dispensed from
a Tupperware tub along with
a packet of crisps, some
soggy custard creams, and

lukewarm orange squash

or (equally lukewarm)

wine for the grown-ups.
Games are compulsory at a
British picnic. People whose
idea of exercise for the rest

of the year is getting up

from the sofa to answer the
front door, suddenly get all
competitive and suggest a
game of rounders, or croquet,
or French cricket! This quickly
descends into arguments
about who is on which team,
who gets (or shouldn’t get)
Grandma, and whether there
should be second chances
at hitting a ball. But it's all
about the friendly competition
and the odd black eye

is just part of the fun.

But us Brits know that all the
shenanigans is just a warm-
up for the main event. As

the afternoon rolls on, the
time nears for the one British
fradition everyone looks
forward to, Pimms o’clock. This
refreshing cocktail, filled with
fruits, herbs, and a splash of
gin, is the quintessential picnic
libation. As the glasses clink
and laughter fills the air, the
true spirit of the British picnic
finally comes alive. It's a time
to relax, enjoy the company
of friends and loved ones,
and revel in the joy of this
whimsical outdoor affair.



Free Siemens Oven
with ALL Fitted Kitchens’

5 # e ]
N -
m‘

1982 711 =

Kitchens | Bedrooms | Home Living

FITTED INTERIORS

Visit us at: 1697 High Street, Knowle, Solihull B93 OLN
Tel: 01564 774144 | Showrooms also at Kenilworth, Bromsgrove and Studley

@ www.akfittedinteriors.co.uk ©

*Selected models only with orders between 1.7.23 & 31.8.23. T&Cs apply.



useful services
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Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 /

zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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Dorridge & Knowle
Domestic Cleaning

Services

» Small established cleaning and
domestic help business

Provide dedicated, friendly &
trustworthy local ladies (CRB checked)
Take pride in high standards and
caring for customers' homes

Regular service or one off spring cleans
Ironing service available

References available
Comprehensive insurance

Costs are not subject to VAT

For a FREE,
no obligation quote,
please call Sue on
07809 567264

l-,rl Gﬂrr‘-’faﬁf ‘z}m e -ﬂ’iﬁar@f{aﬂpﬁ'
=1 e

Whiy niot invest in a new drivewsay or patio to
enhance the appearance and add value
o your property?

Chay oo Bloch Paving - Patics
Turmuicing (e o Dlock)
Lanelscaging - Fencing - Gravel
[riclowork - Sahling .
Property fepuirs —
Fewfing Fiepairs = 1
Drisanwiap Mairteranee {pressare deaning

¥ smling - weeed Free) L=

www.centraldrivewayslimited.com

1510 Nosbiiial] ['arirwrnny. Wrmmingh flude Pk, Sokhull, Biemngham &5T 1
Gt iy tonch ot For m FREE quantatiom
T: 0121 7021456 M: 07748 ST7TRET
Michasl conbralidbcloud oonm

KiREBCO

PLUMBING £ HEATING

- Central Heating Systems
- Gas Safety Certificates

- Boiler Services & Repairs
« Power Flushing

- Bathrooms

« General Plumbing work

24-hour
Emergency
Serwce

N

07530 818228 _

info@kirbco.co.uk

REGISTER
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SOLIHULL'S BIGGEST
ONE-STOP GARDEN
& LANDSCAPE CENTRE

L

s Elil

& fﬂ‘ {xﬁ

FENCING ¢ GATES ¢ SHEDS ¢ PAVING
TOPSOIL ¢ TURF * GRAVELS
PLANTS ¢ SHRUBS ¢ TREES » TOOLS
COFFEE SHOP and much more!

PLUS! Over 15 concessions ranging from
a professional photographer to a dog groomer!

Joinour - PRIVILEGE CLUB

F RE E AND SAVE 5% ON ALL PURCHASES*
SIGN UP ONLINE TODAY
E BUY OR BROWSE CHAT WITH OUR
ONLINE ANYTIME 4 FRIENDLY TEAM
ﬂ EARLSWOOD GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CENTRE OPEN 7 DAYS
FORSHAW HEATH ROAD, EARLSWOOD, SOLIHULL, B94 5JU

Mon to Fri 7:30am - 5pm
www.earlswoodglc.co.uk | t. 01564 702 314 Saturday 8am - Spm
Follow us: @EarlswoodGLC § W [&] Sunday 10am - 4pm




useful services

Block Paving & Resin
Hedge Cutting
Turfing & Artificial Grass
Power Washing
Fencing & Walls
Gravelling
Decking

 Cityge

17 High St, Henley-in-Arden B95 5AA . -
20 Years of Experience in info@dblandscaping.co.uk

Landscaping & Paving Services www.dblandscaping.co.uk

We can help
reduce your
energy bills

& save money by
Externally
Insulating your
home

Externally insulating your
home will also make it
cosier in winter and
cooler in summer. it will
also totally transform

the look of your home
and add to it’s value

Tel: 02476 345554 [EEeat

www.rockwarm.co.uk
Trident Business Park, 4 Holman Way, Nuneaton, CV11 4PN
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E Legal advice for life and business

Court queues leave bereaved
families in ‘limbo’

From house sales collapsing to investments plummeting in value - civil service delays are
causing huge disruption and emotional anguish to bereaved families trying to administer
estates, explains Hannah Tait, partner at Solihull-based law firm Shakespeare Martineau.

What is probate?

After someone passes away, a grant of probate is a vital step to allowing the executors legal control over
the deceased’s estate. Without it, families can be left unable to sell their loved one’s home or access their
bank account to distribute the estate and their inheritance to the beneficiaries.

HM Courts and Tribunal Service (HMCTS) has been working with huge backlogs in processing probate
applications since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic. While delays are improving, executors can still
expect a 16-week wait before they are issued their grant of probate, according to the latest data.

What the delays mean for families
These delays are, rightly, causing huge frustration and anxiety for bereaved families who are having to pay
the price as a result of faults within the system.

We've seen clients losing out on property sales as buyers have been unwilling to put up with the
long wait times for a grant of probate to be issued, which is needed before a sale can be legally
completed. Due to stock market volatility arising from the war in Ukraine, we've also seen
adeceased clients’ investment portfolios significantly lose value as executors have had to
wait for the grant to be issued before being able to sell the shares.

These lengthy delays are exhausting for grieving families, who are already going through
adifficult time dealing with their loss and trying to sort out the complex administration
related to the death of aloved one. They are being left in limbo.

What can families do?
Unfortunately, there is no shortcut or way to avoid the delays when applying for grant
of probate. The onus is on the government to come up with a way to get through
the backlog and speed up the current process. In the meantime, we recommend
seeking legal assistance with the estate administration to ensure the application
is carefully prepared, and completed and submitted correctly and taking advice
during lifetime to ensure that assets are held correctly and to ensure the process
is as seamless as possible.

Longer term, if clients are keen to avoid problems in the future, we recommend
they seek legal advice, have joint accounts, and make sure their pensions’
expressions of wishes and insurance nominations are up to date.

For more information and support call 0330 024 0333

email hannah.tait@shma.co.uk or visit www.shma.co.uk

Shakespeare Martineau Radcliffe House, Blenheim Court, Solihull, B91 2AA



The Art of the Matter

Children’s Art Week June 29th-July 19th

hildren’s Art
Week (it's
actually three
weeks) is run
by Engage -
the National Association for
Gallery Education. During this
time, schools, art galleries,
museums and community
groups are encouraged o
plan and provide art activities
and events with the goal
of providing opportunities
for children, young people,
and families to take part
in practical activities with
artists and art educators.
Avrtistic activities play a
vital role in children’s
development, fostering
creativity, imagination, and
self-expression. Engaging in
drawing, painting, sculpting,
and music, provides
children with a wealth of
benefits that extend far
beyond the artistic realm.
Creativity and Imagination
Artistic activities encourage
children to think outside the
box, fostering their creativity
and imagination. Through
art, children can freely
explore and express their
thoughts, emotions, and ideas
in unigque and innovative
ways. This creativity helps
them develop problem-
solving skills, critical thinking

abilities, and the capacity

to approach challenges

from different perspectives.
Fine Motor Skills Drawing,
painting, and sculpting require
precise movements and
coordination of the hands and
fingers. As children manipulate
brushes, pencils, or clay, they
develop dexterity, hand-eye
coordination, and control
over their motor skills. These
skills not only benefit their
artistic endeavours but also
franslate to other areas of
their lives, such as writing,
typing, and playing sports.
Emotional Development

Art provides a safe and
expressive outlet for children
to process and communicate
their emotions. Children can
explore a range of feelings
and experiences, giving voice
to thoughts and emotions
that may be difficult to
express verbally. Art fosters
emotional intelligence,
empathy, and self-awareness,
allowing children to develop
a deeper understanding of
themselves and others.
Self-Confidence and
Self-Expression Creating
something unique and
meaningful instils a sense of
pride and accomplishment

in children, which boosts self-
esteem. Art also encourages

= /

Y -

self-expression, allowing
children to communicate
their thoughts and ideas in a
non-judgmental environment.
Cultural Appreciation and
Diversity Through art, children
can learn about different

art movements, styles, and
artists from around the world,
expanding their knowledge
and understanding of different
cultures. This exposure
encourages tolerance,
respect, and acceptance of
diverse fraditions and beliefs.
Participating in artistic
activities is a valuable and
enriching experience for
children. Encouraging and
supporting children in their
artistic endeavours is an
investment in their overall
development and well-
being. But over and above
all the benefits mentioned
here art is quite simply FUN!
Why not find out what’s
going on in your area?
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AJS
Accounting
Services

WANT TO
GROW YOUR
BUSINESS?

Then you need the time and systems

in place to allow you to do this. We
work with small and medium sized
businesses, enabling them to work as
effectively and as profitably as possible.

Whether you need accountancy advice or
hands-on support with your year end accounts,
business or personal tax returns, VAT returns,
payroll or bookkeeping then get in touch for a
free, no obligation chat.

Tax Year End - 5th April
As a lot of people know, the HMRC tax year end was on 5th April. If
you are a business owner or earn income that isn’t taxed at source
you will need to send HMRC a personal tax return. The deadline
for sending the return in and paying any tax is 31st January next
year, but don’t leave it until then! Please contact us as soon as you
can so we can prepare your return foryou in good time, with no
rush. This will give you peace of mind that the return is correct
and know how much tax you will need to pay.

t: 07880 035 853

e: alex@ajsaccounting.co.uk
www.ajsaccounting.co.uk

Our company services
start from just £75 per
month - a worthwhile
investment when you
see all the ways we can
save your business time
and money.

We’re here to support,
advise, and make a
difference. We’re local,
experienced, and
dedicated to helping
you improve the
profitability of your
business.

We’re a small company
and we like it that way —
it means we have time
to build strong, effective
working relationships
with all of our clients.
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offers everything a

business needs in this
Bespoke content managed websites, SEQ, social media management,
=

print management, logo design, clothing, copy writing and much more

design - marketing - web - print %

Not
0121 369 1977

www.hotlobster.uk.com



useful services

ISABELLA FISHER & )

Independent Hearing Care /°

“We listen so you can hear”

We are your local, independent hearing healthcare
professionals. Taking a person-centred approach we
listen to your needs and feelings, tailoring your care to
you as an individual. Ve are dedicated to delivering an
outstanding service because we genuinely care for every
patients well-being.

* Family owned business with over * Micro-suction ear wax
30 years experience in the hearing removal Book your
healthcare industry « Tinnitus support FREE hearing

Latest technology hearing solutions check today

Brisker Court, 1685-1689 High Street, Knowle, B93 OLN
T: 01564 791088

www.isabellahearing.co.uk  isabella@isabellahearing.co.uk

% STU’'S LOFT FREE
No Obligation Quote

10 year Manufacturer Warranty

Installing Loft Ladders Since 2008

B/ARGES
YOUNGMAN

e e e Y

Top quality 3 section aluminium

loft ladder professionally fitted with HBHII
pivot arm, hand rail, wide flat treads

for comfort and rubber feet. Loft

hatch included. mﬂmrpe

We also install loft flooring and boarding

Redditch - Solihull - Stratford-Upon-Avon
Worcester - Warwick - Birmingham - Evesham

Tel: 01527 850295 - Mobile: 07712 327889
stuart@stusloftladders.co.uk - www.stusloftladders.co.uk
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book reviews

A goOd read s, e oo

Tangerine

by Christine Mangan

Tangerine is a gripping

psychological thriller set in

the 1950s that follows the

tumultuous friendship between

two women, Alice Shipley

and Lucy Mason, and the

dark secrets that bind them.
Alice Shipley is a fragile

and reclusive young woman

who resides in Tangier, Morocco, with her

husband, John. She is haunted by a tfragic

incident from her college days. One day

she receives an unexpected visit from Lucy

Mason, her former roommate and estranged

friend, whom she hasn’t seen in over a year.
Lucy’s arrival friggers a series of unsettling

events. Alice is plunged into a state of paranoia

and uncertainty over her visitor's ambiguous

intentions and begins to question Lucy’s motives.

As the narrative unfolds, it becomes clear that
both Alice and Lucy are harbouring secrets
and that their past is deeply intertwined.

When something momentous happens under
suspicious circumstances, tfensions escalate
and Alice must confront the truth about her
past, the nature of her friendship with Lucy, and
the true identity of the people around her.

Mangan skilful storytelling delves into themes
of obsession, identity, and betrayal. The infense
atmosphere of Tangier serves as a backdrop for
the complex relationship between Alice and
Lucy. A gripping cat-and-mouse game unfolds,
with high stakes, and a shocking revelation.

Tangerine is a gripping and atmospheric
thriller that explores the dark corners of
friendship and the consequences of deceit.

The Buried Crown

by Ally Sherrick

The yearis 1940, and
George Penny is
evacuated from London
to live with his Aunt

May in the countryside.
While exploring the
nearby ruins of an

old caostle, George
discovers a hidden
underground chamber.
Inside, he stumbles
upon a medieval crown
that belonged to King Alfred the Great, the
legendary English king.

But George soon realizes that the crown is
more than just arelic. It is rumoured to possess
mystical powers and is sought after by a group
of sinister individuals, known as the Skull brothers,
who are determined fo use it for their own
nefarious purposes.

With the help of a brave and resourceful girl
named Kitty, George embarks on a dangerous
quest to keep the crown safe from the Skull
brothers. Along the way, they encounter secret
codes, ancient riddles, and unexpected dllies.
Their journey takes them across the English
countryside, from hidden tunnels to perilous cliffs,
as they race against time to protect the crown
and prevent it from falling into the wrong hands.

As George and Kitty unravel the secrets
surrounding the crown, they uncover a deeper
connection to King Alfred and his legacy. The
fate of the crown becomes infertwined with their
own personal journeys of courage, friendship,
and discovering the frue meaning of heroism.
Sherrick’s fast-paced prose writing will keep her
young readers on the edge of their seats.
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C.STEVENS
ROOFING

EST FAMILY BUSINESS

NEW TILED ROOFSeGUTTERS
FLAT ROOFSeBRICK WORK
LEADWORKe SMALL REPAIRS

UPVC FASCIASeCHIMNEYS

KNOWLE SOLIHULL

= 1964 790008 0121 733 1276

> Saqib Bhatti MP-

Working for Meriden

Constituency office:
631 Warwick Road, Solihull B91 1AR
Q 0121 711 7029

% saqgibbhatti.org.uk This advert is funded by the Independent
(@ saqib.bhatti@parliament.uk the prpose of assisting Saqih Bheti NP 1

performance of their Parliamentary duties.



Lady Katherine Housmg & Care
Rated by the Care Quality Commission as: GOOD
Residential Care

Sheltered Housing
Respite Care

If you would like to pay us a visit or discuss
our current availability feel free to get in touch.

Get in touch: 01564 772415

(Chris Mundell)

Company No. 7890553 www.leveson.org.uk Registered Charity 1146710



A . . solutions for the future...

Chartered Certified Accountants

Athos has built up a
professional team that
goes the ‘extra mile’ as
a matter of due course.
This has been invaluable
to our business and has
greatly assisted us.

Roger Green, Director
Menswear Company

Accounts

Tax Returns M
Payroll and Auto Enrolment

Bookkeeping and VAT Returns

Tax Advice JIRIS

Management Accounts

Call and make an appointment for a free initial

consultation where a bespoke fixed fee quotation m
will be provided.
0333 400 7876 o
quickbooks

Athos Business Solutions Limited TR

1623 Warwick Road, Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands B93 9LF v
www.athos.uk.com

enquiries@athos.uk.com



useful services

Bill Boyce Decorators

A Family run business with over 30 Years experience

Painting & Decorating
Internal / External

Offices, Restaurants & Private Houses
Reliable

Excellent Reputation

All work carried out to a high standard
Free Estimates

Call Bill on 07976 810680 or Dan on 07966 275134

# & & & % & @

89 Union Road, Shirley, Solihull, BS0 3BY
Tel: 0121 744 0040 or fax: 0121 744 0312

Email: billboycedecorators@hotmail.co.uk
www.billboycedecorators.com

q h m safer affordable bathing

Bathing a problem? We can help

Easy accessible wet room showering
Rapid bath out walk-in shower conversions
Back to a warm deep soak with a walk-in bath

Making bathing safer with simple changes;

Grab rails, shower seats, raised WCs & slip resistant
safety flooring

Council (DFG), SSAFA and charity grants quotes
available

Discounts for over 60s and ex-service personnel

=8 | 01564 336918

cabinet or - - info@ installations.co.uk www. installations.co.uk
hlg h raised o i *Terms and conditions apply.
toilet with any
full bathroom * Trustpilot
installation | 3| o | m . “i:tz‘

AHM is rated Excellent

Che&#’catrade com
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Paving &
Landscaping

DRIVEWAYS & LANDSCAPE SOLUTIONS

We pride ourselves on

* Clay & Block Paving * Tarmacing (red or Biack) our high standards of
« Patios * Brickwork ¢ Slabbing « Gravel * Landscaping gl

* Fencing * Property Repairs * Roofing Repairs We will beat any

2 D_._ﬁm...........m{ Maintenance (pressure cleaning & Sealing - weed free)

like for like genuine
written quote

0121 652 0145 s s o Facovook [

01926 674 782 ‘i
M: 07961 358 367
E:projectspaving@icloud.com

To see our current range of work carried out in your local 328 Alcester Road
Wythall B47 6JR

area please visit www.projectspaving.co.uk




%Y

COUNTRY WORLD

A Summer Day Out

Nestled in the beautiful Warwickshire
countryside, with oodles of space, fresh air
and plenty to explore. From our wonderful ;
Shopping Village, Country Walks, Gastro Pub, &=
& Escape Rooms... Hatton Country World has | §
attractions for the whole family to enjoy.

Shopping Village

Enjoy Shopping as it Should be in our delightful Shopping
Village. Home to some 15 independent local shops. From
Jewellery, Ladies Fashion & Wellness to Bikes and Dog
Apparel there is lots to explore. You'll be sure to find The
Unusual, Unique & Boutique.

PLUS, our fabulous Garden Centre, part of the British
Garden Centre family, has everything you need to get your
garden ready for summer.

Summer Markets

And there is even more to explore at our Outdoor Summer
Markets running every Friday, Saturday & Sunday
throughout July and August - showcasing stunning gifts
and crafts from local makers and suppliers.

Hatton Locks & Country Walks

Then why not take a walk around the beautiful
Warwickshire countryside, with 3 routes to choose from
and stunning views. Including the iconic Hatton Locks,
the longest flight on the whole Grand Union - 21
separate locks - Hatton is known as The Stairway to
Heaven. Visit our website to download our walks leaflet.

Hatton Arms

Once you've worked up an appetite, relax and refuel at the
Hatton Arms and try their mouthwatering menu. Overlooking
the Hatton Locks, originally an 18th century coaching inn, now
a gastro pub with delicious meals crafted from locally sourced
produce. It's also the perfect way to debrief once you've
escaped from one of our Escape Rooms...

. Escape Rooms

| Experience one of our brilliant Escape Rooms, TripAdvisor
Travellers’ Choice Award Winner 2022. Find out what all
the fuss is about and try these award winning adventures for
yourself. Go undercover in 1920's Chicago or seek treasure on
a pirate ship. Will You Escape?

HATTON COUNTRY WORLD,
HATTON, WARWICK,

For more information on all of the above please visit our website. AP

FANTASTIC ATTRACTIONS FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY



useful services

Has Your Double

Glazing Steamed Up?

We can SAVE your windows!

All glazing backed by our
SAVE & ti :
money, energy & time Which?
Trusted trader
Replace the pane, not the frame a2

GUARANTEE

Trusted Trader

Your local trusted expert | Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

EOT Zcine g smem 0800 6121118
= ' S

Sead www.cloudy2clear.com

SAVE money - SAVE energy - SAVE Y i
Jf(\ '%

DELUXE ROOFING

RODOFING AT IT'S BEST

All guttering cleaned and repaired from £49.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based in Solihull, West
Midlands with many years experience. Deluxe Roofing Ltdis a professional,
reliable roofing company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

* New Roofs ° Flat Roofs * Minor Repairs ° Fascias and Guttering
¢ Insurance Work  Moss Removal * Rebedding of Ridge Tiles ¢ Chimneys
* Valleys ¢ All Guttering Cleaned and serviced from £39.99

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61

UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B30 3ND

(MIDLANDS BRANCH), COVENTRY, SHIRLEY WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK
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competition time

Win 2 tickets to
Henry’s Blueshouse,
The Melvin Hancox Band ;3o

If you like your blues/rock played with more psychedelic experience and imagination than most,

The Melvin Hancox Band should not be missed. Melvin has had material played on the BBC, on Rick
Wakeman’s Planet Rock Show, and has appeared on live sessions on mainstream national radio. Through
various permutations he has worked with Ray Phillips, Savoy Brown, Canned Heat, Kex Gorin: Magnum’s
Mick Bonham (yes related) and Ace Kefford, whilst going on to write, produce and release six highly
original albums fronting his own trio as well as solo offerings.

How to enter

For your chance to win, email zoe@dorridgedirectory.com with the subject line Melvin and you will
be added to our database to receive our monthly e-newsletter about offers and events in Solihull.
The winners will be noftified by email after the closing date of 10 August 2023. There is no cash value
nor exchanges for the prizes.
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Choose the right sunhat

hen it comes
to protecting
ourselves from

the harmful effects of the
sun, a reliable sunhat is an
indispensable accessory.
While fashion may play a
role in our choice, it is crucial
to prioritize the protective
aspects of your head gear.
Wide Brim: A wide brim helps
shield your face, neck, and
ears from direct sunlight,
minimizing the risk of sunburn
and long-term damage
caused by UV radiation.

Opt for a hat with a brim
that extends at least three

inches (7.5cm) all around,
providing ample coverage.
UPF (Uliraviolet Protection
Factor) Rating: Did you know
that any hat marketed as a
‘sunhat’ has to have a UPF
rating? UPF measures the
level of UV radiation that can
penetrate the fabric. Look for
sunhats with a high UPF rating,
ideally, one with a UPF rating
of 50+ as this will block more
than 98% of harmful UV rays.
Fit: Finally make sure you
choose the right size! A
too-tight hat can cause a
headache, while one that’s
too loose can be annoying. If

you plan to be out in the wind
look for hats with adjustable
chin straps or drawstrings.
People with thin hair are

more susceptible to sun-
related skin cancers on

their head. A good sunhat
can save your life.

O
Beech € Lan

LOCAL LANGUAGE LEARNING

LOVE TO SPEAK GERMAN, FRENCH OR SPANISH?
NEW TO SOLIHULL AND NEED BETTER ENGLISH?

Expert 1:1 tuition from just £30 per hour

Expert tuition for exams, travel and business
Local, qualified and experienced language tutors
Contact us now for your free, no-obligation consultation

Call 01564 739621 or 0784 031 5982

E-mail info@beech-languages.co.uk
www.beech-languages.co.uk

LANGUAGE LESSONS LOCALLY AND ONLINE

Quages
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LOCAL

WHAT'S GOING ON IN THE SOLIHULL AREA

Want to get the most out of Solihull? P
C#IE]
Enter competitions Discover local events - S
Find offers Find local businesses ———.!
Then visit www.thelocalbuzz.co.uk Bh—— P

LOCAL COUNCILLORS

lan Courts
Tel: 07836 733117
icourts@solihull.gov.uk
Andrew Mackiewicz
amackiew@solihull.gov.uk
i Ken Meeson
for knowle & dorridge (G
kmeeson@solihull.gov.uk

Sergeant Mike Lloyd |
Telephone: 101 ext 892 6037 T T

, . \ dhallen@solihull.gov.uk
Email: rural@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk .
Dave Pinwell

Tel: 07410 099709
dave.pinwell@solihull.gov.uk
Alan Rebeiro

Tel: 07778 659933
arebeiro@solihull.gov.uk
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D.A. MANDER & SON 1.td

PROFESSIONAL FITTER AND
SUPPLIER OF QUALITY CARPETS

Don Mander does not have retail premises. If you need him
please call him direct— the only way to buy carpets

PN Y - . EASIER
I B ! Than walking round
’ - : lots of shops
| ' ACCURATE

See colours in their
true light

CONVENIENT
View in the comfort of
your own home

Really pleased with job done by Don and family to
install our hall, stairs and landing carpet, quick,
knowledgeable and professional, wish we had found
them sooner! Would highly recommend.

Claire Price, Solihull

For the best carpet fitters in the UK look no further
than Don, Davina and Luke Mander. Experts in
their field, trustworthy and extremely knowledgea-
" ble. No job is to big or too small. They carried out a

SUPPL e repair job on our stair carpet which had been

TO Ty ruined by the cat. It is now as good as new.
NATIONAL

Carol Tromans, Solihull
TRUsT '

01564 700200

We can uplift and remove existing carpets and move furniture

Mobile: 07976 778694 .,
FREE ESTIMATES oc¢ our Review’s at

91 Longdon Road, Knowle B93 9HT Freelndex.co.uk




N.BIRD & SON

NBIRD & SON
BUILDING & ROOFING

Est 1987.

B Q) ., -
W7 % Whero Quality Comes dy Standard,
FREEPHONE

0800 195 6946

FREE QUOTES 0121 743 6324

EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

- Small Repairs . Lead Work

« Flat Roofs - UPVC Fascia
+ New Roofs & Soffits
+ Ridge Tiles - GRP Flat Roofs

« Chimney Work . Small brickwork jobs



