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delivered FREE to 5400 homes

Visit www.hellosolihull.co.uk  
to discover local events, restaurants and businesses

Bruce Bragg Funeral Director 
Knowle’s only Independent Family Funeral Director 

Bruce, grandson of Tom Bragg is now the only remaining 
member of the Solihull Bragg family to own a Funeral 
Directors in Solihull following the sale of the Bragg family 
business to a national group. 
 

This partnership brings a family business to Knowle with 
generations of experience ensuring the truly personal 
service you would expect from an independent business. 

Brisker Court,  
1685 High Street, Knowle. B93 0LN 

01564 33 5577 (24 hour) 
www.bastockandbruce.co.uk 

 

Serving all surrounding areas  

If the Knowle office is difficult  
to get to, Bruce will happily  

visit you at home. 
 

Prepaid funerals available 
by appointment. 

 



Style for  
the modern 
gentleman  
in Knowle  

& Dorridge

50% off 

aitchisonmenswear.co.uk

Refurb 
sale  

under 
way

19 Station Road, Knowle, Solihull, B93 0HL

all Sale items
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editor’s note

Welcome to the January edition… 

Wishing you all a very happy 2026.  

Here’s hoping you’ve survived the 
mayhem of Christmas and are ready 
for a healthy and happy 2026. 

If your aim for 2026 is to experience more fun 
events then see what’s coming up on page 6, 
or if you’ve decided this is the year to get round 
to updating your house or fixing all those jobs 
you never get round to, we have a wide range 
of local businesses in here who can help.  
 

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.knowleanddorridgedirectory.com

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Happy New Year

ADVERTISE IN THIS DIRECTORY 

GET THE WORD OUT

GOT SOMETHING 
TO SHOUT ABOUT?

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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local events
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The Neil Diamond 
Story               
30-31 January 
The Core Theatre Solihull     
Covering Neil Diamond’s 

journey from struggling 

songwriter to international 

mega-star, this show includes 

hits from every stage of a 

staggering career spanning 

five decades. Book tickets at 

www.thecoretheatresolihull.

co.uk

ABBA-RIGINAL 
tribute to ABBA  
& 70’s    
7 February 
The Lake at Barston             
Dig out your 70’s gear and 
groove the night away as 
Abba-riginal perform classics 
such as Waterloo, Voulez 
Vous, and mamma mia. Great 
for all ages, doesn’t fail to get 
the crowd on the dance floor.  
Plus extra 70’s hits that you will 
all know and love! Tickets from 
www.thelakeatbarston.co.uk

Caravan, 
Camping and 
Motorhome Show                                
17 – 22 February  
NEC    
The go to event for those 
who love camping, touring & 
exploring the Great Outdoors! 
Come along to the UK’s 
largest start of year showcase 
of new motorhomes, 
campervans, caravans, tents 
and camping accessories - all 
under one roof! Tickets from 
www.thenec.co.uk

The MJ 
Experience   
21 February 
Land Rover Sports & Social Club     
Get ready for an electrifying 
tribute to the King 
of Pop! Experience 
the moonwalks, iconic moves, 
and all the hits you love — live 
on stage! A night of energy, 
nostalgia, and incredible 
talent. Children 14 and over are 
welcome. Book tickets at www.
landroversc.co.uk

Sixties Night                  
28 February 
Knowle British Legion  
Get ready to twist and shout 
and get taken back to the most 
iconic decade in music history! 
Join in with The 3 Sixties Band 
for a night packed with the 
timeless hits, irresistible rhythms, 
and the unforgettable energy 
of the swinging 60s. Tickets from 
www.ticketsource.co.uk 

community events
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Cullen 
Plumbing & Tiling 

 

17 Whitacre Rd, Knowle 
cullenplumbingandtiling@gmail.com 

Tel: 07896 862 916 
Established in 2005 

 

 Full bathroom and ensuite design and     
installation to the highest standards with 
complete project management from start   
to completion 

 

Kitchen Sinks and Taps, Dishwasher and 
Washing Machine Installation 

 

Central Heating & Radiators 
 

General Plumbing Maintenance & Repair 

 Showroom Finish Wall & Floor Tiling for    
bathrooms, kitchens, hallways and          
conservatories 

 
 Specialist in ceramic, porcelain, natural 

stone tiling 
 
 Business built on recommendation and 

reputation 

All Work Guaranteed 
 

Reliable Honest Service 
 

References and Portfolio of Work Available  

Qualified 

Call Alex Cullen  
NOW on 07896 862 916 

For a free no-obligation quotation 
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A
fter all the 
festivities of 
Christmas and 
New Year, 
January can 

leave us all feeling a little flat. 
So why not look out for the next 
excuse to celebrate and join in 
the fun by celebrating Chinese 
New Year on 17th February?

What is the Chinese 
New Year? 
The Chinese New Year focuses 
on removing the bad and 
welcoming in new and good 
things. In China it’s taken 
quite literally, with the Chinese 
typically cleaning their houses, 
getting rid of unwanted items, 
exorcising evil spirits, and 
bathing to wash away any 
bad luck. Once the cleaning 
element has taken part they 
focus on new clothing for the 
festive period, redecorating 
houses with red lanterns, giving 
children good luck pocket 
money in red envelopes, 
and burning incense to 
honour their ancestors.

 How is it celebrated 
in China? 
It’s an important time for 
family and people working 
or living far away from their 
families head home for a 
New Year’s Eve dinner, with 
firecrackers being set off 
at midnight to welcome in 
the New Year. China’s a big 
country so people favour 
different types of food in the 
different parts of the country. 
In the North one most popular 
dishes for a New Year’s Eve 
meal is dumplings. A fish dish 
is also usually served as this 
symbolises plenty of wealth for 
the year ahead. Whilst in the 
South a special type of New 
Year’s Cake is popular, based 
on sticky rice and sugar. 

How can you celebrate 
it locally? 
It’s a great excuse to head to 
your local Chinese restaurant 
in Solihull and have a feast, 
whether you choose to eat 
in or take away. In the UK a 
Chinese is one of the most 

popular takeaways we order, 
with some of the most favoured 
dishes including sweet and 
sour pork, chow mein, crispy 
duck pancakes, spring rolls 
and king prawns in black bean 
sauce. If you don’t have a 
favourite Chinese in Solihull 
we’ve looked into the some of 
the most popular ones for you. 

• �Fortune House Cantonese 
takeaway on Damson Lane 
has achieved an impressive 
4.9 rating on Google reviews.

• �Fortune Inn restaurant 
in Shirley appears at 
the top of the list on the 
Restaurant Guru website.

• �Minh’s Cantonese restaurant 
in Dorridge is number 2 
in terms of popularity on 
restaurant Guru and has 4.4 
out of 5 on Google reviews. 

• �Number 3 on Restaurant Guru 
is Lucky House takeaway in 
Shirley, followed by Everbright 
Chinese & Thai restaurant 
and takeaway on Old 
Lode Lane in Solihull, with 
Jade Wok on Station Road 
in Solihull coming in as the 
5th most popular Chinese 
restaurant in Solihull. 

To see a full listing of all 
the Chinese restaurants 
in Solihull please visit:
https://hellosolihull.co.uk/
eating-out-in-solihull/

Celebrate Chinese New Year in Solihull 

Unit 6, Earlswood Garden & Landscape Centre, 
Forshaw Heath Road, Solihull B94 5JU

sontuosostone@gmail.com | 01564 791721 | www.sontuosostone.co.uk

ENHANCE YOUR HOME 
with Timeless Indoor & Outdoor Designs

Discover beautifully 
crafted furniture and 
heating solutions.
Our collection includes striking 
indoor and outdoor dining tables, 
elegant fire pit tables, and 
carefully selected furniture pieces 
that are designed to stand out.



Celebrate Chinese New Year in Solihull 

Unit 6, Earlswood Garden & Landscape Centre, 
Forshaw Heath Road, Solihull B94 5JU

sontuosostone@gmail.com | 01564 791721 | www.sontuosostone.co.uk

ENHANCE YOUR HOME 
with Timeless Indoor & Outdoor Designs

Discover beautifully 
crafted furniture and 
heating solutions.
Our collection includes striking 
indoor and outdoor dining tables, 
elegant fire pit tables, and 
carefully selected furniture pieces 
that are designed to stand out.



heritagedrivesltd@gmail.comSunnyside, Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden B92 0LW

0121 690 5581

Driveways & Landscapes 
In The West Midlands
Professional Driveway & Landscaping 
company based in Solihull, working throughout  
the West Midlands

heritagedrivesandlandscapes.co.uk

07377 534460  

We pride ourselves on our high 
standards of workmanship
BLOCK PAVING | TARMACING (red and black) | PATIOS | RESIN | BRICKWORK | SLABBING  | GRAVEL 
FENCING   LANDSCAPING ||  PROPERTY & ROOF REPAIRS | DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE 
(Pressure cleaning & sealing - weed free)

FREE QUOTATIONS

DISCOUNT PRICES

10

heritagedrivesltd@gmail.com

Heritage Driveways.pdf   1   03/10/2022   15:40
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S
ometimes there’s 
nothing like a good 
cuppa. Whether 
that’s a mug of strong 
builder’s tea, or a 

delightfully complicated one-
shot, extra hot, no foam, latte – it 
can warm us up, comfort us, 
or just accompany a delicious 
slice of chocolate cake. 

It’s not just the drink and the 
accompanying treat that’s 
important, it’s also the ambience 
of where you go to sip your 
herbal tea, or whatever it is that 
floats your boat. Sometimes 
we all get stuck in a rut and go 
to the same old place, so why 
not have a look through our list 

of some of Solihull’s finest cafes 
and try somewhere new. 
Top rated cafes in Solihull 
If you’re looking to meet a 
friend at a café in Solihull 
then some of the best ones, 
according to Google reviews 
include the following: 
• Black Orange café in Solihull 
town centre gets 4.9 out of 5 on 
Google reviews. They offer a 
wide selection of hot and cold 
drinks, including a range of fruit 
teas, as well as a selection of 
savoury snacks and desserts. 
• Swan Yard Coffee & 
Kitchen in Knowle gets 4.7 on 
Google and offers full English 
breakfasts and eggs on toast, 

as well as delicious treats such 
as cinnamon rolls and rocky 
road – all displayed in a glass 
cabinet right in front of your 
eyes to really tempt you! 
• Hallie’s Café in Monkspath 
also gets 4.7 out of 5 stars on 
Google reviews and offers 
sweet treats, milkshakes, ice 
cream, Biscoff pancakes, 
sausage rolls, bagels, 
sandwiches and breakfasts. 
Is your mouth watering yet?!
the menu, as do smoothies, 
frappes and milkshakes. 

To see a full listing of all the 
cafes and restaurants in Solihull 
please visit: hellosolihull.
co.uk/ eating-out-in-solihull/

The best cafes and coffee shops in Solihull 

Your home
Your care
Your choice

Regular home visits, overnight &
Live-in care available. 

We’re here to help you stay
independent in your own home.

 

Our award winning quality care 
is provided by our highly trained

and compassionate carers. 

0121 289 7922
alinahomecare.com

Let’s 
chat...
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useful services

13  

Replace just the failed glass unit!

Have Your Windows 
Steamed Up?

Specialists in timber frames &  
Amdega conservatory restoration Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

All glazing backed by our
Looking to upgrade your existing 

windows and doors? UPVC, 
composite or aluminium.

Contact us NOW!

Finance OptionsAvailable

Get a FREE Quote

Glass, it’s better when it’s clear! 

Ask me about our 
fantastic Energy 
Saving Glass.

Finance OptionsAvailable

Save with Cloudy2Clear, your trusted 
local glazing specialists!
For 20 years, Cloudy2Clear,
a trusted family-run business, has
been the UK’s leading domestic
glass replacement specialists,
serving as your One Stop Shop for
all your glazing requirements. We
take pride in generating our own
leads, crafting tailored quotes,
and manufacturing bespoke 
double glazed units to match 
the customers requirements, 
using only the highest-quality 
materials to ensure exceptional 
results. Unlike competitors, we 
never use subcontractors — 
our team consists entirely of 
skilled, in-house professionals, 
guaranteeing consistent quality 
and reliability. Every glass unit we 
fit comes with a 25-year guarantee, 
complemented by comprehensive 
after-sales care,providing you with 
lasting peace of mind.

Why opt for costly full window
frame replacements that lead to
unnecessary redecoration expenses?
By replacing only the failed

glass unit, we save you money
and minimize disruption. Join
over 344,000 satisfied customers
who trust our ethical, affordable
service. Failed double glazing can
compromise your home’s protection 
and energy efficiency, so check your 
windows today to avoid future costs.

Since 2005, Cloudy2Clear has been
committed to saving customers
money while supporting local
communities. Manager Richard 
Burke explains, “Our focus is
on replacing just the glass, not the
entire window, which reduces costs
and upheaval. As a family run, One 
Stop Shop, we manage everything—
from the initial enquiry to the fitting 
of the glass, all with a 25-year 
guarantee and dedicated after-sales 
support—making us the smart, cost-
effective choice in any economy.”

For a free quote, call  
0800 61 21 118 or visit  
www.cloudy2clear.co.uk today!

650921

12 Month OAP 
Discount

Excludes blockages

Speak to 
us today!

1-2 Hour
Emergency
Response

time!

 Guarantee 
on labour!

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

0121 206 3761

We work in
Knowle, Dorridge,
Bentley Heath,
Eastcote  and all
surrounding areas.
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01564 335513 www.dorridgedoors.co.uk

A Father And Son Business With
Over 25 Years Experience...

• Up and over doors
• Quality roller doors
• Insulated sectional doors
• Repairs & servicing
• Automatic operators

We are a genuine family business and have been working in and 
around Dorridge for over 25 years. We pride ourselves in a high 

standard of work and customer satisfaction.

THE GARAGE DOOR SPECIALISTS

See our reviews! 5.04.6
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We are an independent roofing and guttering 
company, offering new roof installations, 

roof repairs and gutter installations.

You can rely on us for gutter cleaning and roof cleaning.

(0121) 604 2104  |  07956 228 842 
roofingandgutteringservices1@hotmail.com | www.roofingandgutteringservices.co.uk

We can install all types of roofs such as flat, 
felt, rubber, tiled, steel and slate roofs.
 
We install uPVC roofline products, 
including fascia’s, soffits and gutters.
 
In addition to installations, we can also 
repair and replace all types of roofs and 
roofline products.

Let’s Get Started On Your
Dream Kitchen Today...

Call To Arrange A Quote

0121 628 1365
chat with us and book a survey online @ www.sps-kitchens.co.uk

It was a pleasure to have 
Darren in our house whist 

completing this project. 
His is friendly, trustworthy 

and has excellent attention 
to detail. He clearly knows 
what his doing and we are 

extremely pleased with the 
outcome of the work. 

M. Lewis

info@sps-kitchens.co.uk
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0121 369 0070 
07546 264164
	enquiries@solclean.co.uk  	www.solclean.co.uk

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

WHAT CAN WE  
CLEAN FOR YOU?
Our Cleaning Services:

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

	ROOFS 
	GUTTERS INSIDE & OUT 
	FASCIAS & SOFFITS 
	DRIVEWAYS 
	CONSERVATORIES

	PATIOS 
	MOSS REMOVAL 
	STONEWORK 
	RENDER & CLADDING 
	SOLAR PANELS

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE EXTERNAL CLEANING SPECIALISTS
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• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and Repaired from £49.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based 
in Solihull, West Midlands with many years experience. 

Deluxe Roofing Ltd is a professional, reliable roofing 
company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61
MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK

No call-out charge
Available 24/7

 12 month parts 
& labour guarantee

 

•  Locked Out

•  Lost Keys

•  Locks Changed & Replaced

•  Home Security

•  Emergency Locksmiths
•  uPVC Door Lock Specialists

•  Door/Window Handles 
Changed & Replaced

•  Emergency Boarding Up 
& Burglary Repairs

 

 

 

 

 

01564 627 020
Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 

zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

ADVERTISE 
HERE
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LOCAL  
COUNCILLORS  
DORRIDGE & HOCKLEY 
HEATH 
Ian Courts  
Tel: 07836 733117 
icourts@solihull.gov.uk
Andrew Mackiewicz 
amackiew@solihull.gov.uk
Sally Tomlinson  
Tel: 07968 442972 
sally.tomlinson@solihull.gov.uk
KNOWLE 
Diana Holl-Allen MBE 
Tel: 07879 473052 
dhallen@solihull.gov.uk
Dave Pinwell 
Tel: 07410 099709  
dave.pinwell@solihull.gov.uk
Edward Fitter 
edward.fitter@solihull.gov.uk

useful numbers 
Misc 
Solihull Council 			   0121 704 8001
Health	
NHS non-emergency 			   111
Solihull Hospital 			   0121 424 2000
Spire Parkway Hospital 			   0121 704 1451 
Dorridge Surgery 			   01564 776262
Knowle Surgery 			   0121 796 2777
Utilities 
Electricity power cut			   105
Gas leak 				    0800 111 999
Severn Trent Water 			   0300 034 2222 
Severn Trent Water (emergencies)		  0800 783 4444
Travel 
National Rail Enquiries 			   03457 484950
Network West Midlands (buses) 		  0345 303 6760

•  Small established cleaning and 
 domestic help business
•  Provide dedicated, friendly & 
 trustworthy local ladies (CRB checked)
•  Take pride in high standards and 
 caring for customers' homes
•  Regular service or one o� spring cleans
•  Ironing service available
•  References available
•  Comprehensive insurance
•  Costs are not subject to VAT

Dorridge & Knowle 
Domestic Cleaning 

Services

For a FREE, 
no obligation quote, 
please call Sue on 

07809 567264
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ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION

DON’T MISS OUT!
Contact Zoe Reece 

on 07557 220585 / zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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Athos solutions for the future...
BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Chartered Certified Accountants

• Accounts
• Tax Returns
• Payroll and Auto Enrolment
• Bookkeeping and VAT Returns
• Tax Advice
• Management Accounts
Call and make an appointment for a free initial
consultation where a bespoke fixed fee quotation 
will be provided.

T. 0333 400 7876
Athos Business Solutions Limited
1623 Warwick Road, Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands B93 9LF
www.athos.uk.com

Athos has built up a 
professional team that 
goes the ‘extra mile’ as 
a matter of due course. 
This has been invaluable 
to our business and has 
greatly assisted us.

Roger Green, Director 
Menswear Company

enquiries@athos.uk.com



• Small Repairs
• Flat Roofs
• New Roofs
• Ridge Tiles
• Chimney Work
 

 
 

 

FREE QUOTES
EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED

NO PAYMENT UNTIL YOU ARE 100% SATISFIED

249 Lyndon Road, Solihull B92 7QP

• Lead Work
• UPVC Fascia & So�ts
• Full Gutter Replacements
• Small brickwork jobs

8

SAME QUALITY TODAY AS IT WAS IN 1987

N.BirdV3.pdf   1   06/01/2025   14:37


