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Creating Beautiful Interiors
since 1982

Etblhd

1982

Kitchens | Bedrooms | Home Living

FITTED INTERIORS

Visit us at: 1697 High Street, Knowle, Solihull B93 OLN
Tel: 01564 774144 | Showrooms also at Kenilworth, Bromsgrove and Studley

@ www.akfittedinteriors.co.uk ©

www.knowleanddorridgedirectory.com delivered FREE to 5400 homes




Bastock&Bruce Ltd

FUNERAL BIRECT®ORS

Bruce Bragg

Knowle’s only Independent
Family Funeral Director

Bruce, grandson of Tom Bragg is now the only remaining
member of the Solihull Bragg family to own a Funeral
Directors in Solihull following the sale of the Bragg family
business to a national group. This partnership brings a family
business to Knowle with generations of experience ensuring
the truly personal service you would expect from an

independent business.

Brisker Court, 1685, High Street, Knowle. B93 OLN
01564 33 5577 (24 hour)
www.bastockandbruce.co.uk

Serving all surrounding areas




CANDY + HOTPOINT +« HOOVER

Knowle Domestic
Plumbing Service &
Appliance Repairs

LU e  Appliance Repair
Undertaken Services

 Burst pipes/leaks

Hoso?

va3yo -

PHILLIPS

ISSNANVZ -

« Taps, Sinks, Waste Units {8 Washing Machines

* Ball Valves, Overflows ™ Dishwashers
« Tanks, Cylinders,

Immersions * Tumble Dryers

- Toilets, baths, » Electric cookers
Showers

« 24 Hour Emgrgenﬂy . vac"um c’eaﬂem -

£10 OFF for first time customers with this ad.
Valid until: 10th January 2024

12 month guarantee, same day call-out
special rates for 0AP’s

Office: 01564 730183
Mobhile: 07770 698196
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Christmas is
coming

Wishing you all a very
merry Christmas.

Christmas will be just around the corner by
the time this reaches you. So here’s hoping

you’re all stocked up with goodies and gifts
to see you through the festive season.

[t can be the most wonderful time of the
year, but it can also be the loneliest. If you
have time why not fry reaching out to any
local people who live on their own to see
if they’d like a cup of tea and a chat.
However you spend your Christmas, here’s
hoping you have a lovely time and wishing
you all a happy and healthy 2024.

Zoe Reece

Tel: 07557 220585

Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.knowleanddorridgedirectory.com

ADVERTISE

[ Locally designed by: hotlobster design Itd Printed by: Norwood Press j

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE
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Make Priory a
part of

e A Truly Inclusive Community Scholarships available
o Exceptional Pastoral Care A limited number of

o ) scholarships available in our
« Individual Attention senior school. Contact the

school now for mid-year

« Excellent Academic Outcomes o e
applications and availability.

- 0121 440 4103
B8 , PRIORY SCHOOL enquiries@prioryschool.net
EDGBASTON prioryschool.net



local events

community events

Autosport
International

11-14 January, NEC,
Birmingham

Autosport International is
Europe’s biggest motorsport
show. Join thousands of
motorsport and automotive
frade professionals

and enthusiasts. The
Motorsport Show forms

the centrepiece with stars
and cars from all levels of

motorsport on display. www.

thenec.co.uk/whats-on/
autosport-international/

Rob Olton

as Tribute fo
Elton John

19 January, The

Lake at Barston

This Elton John tribute act
plays homage to the great
man by performing classics
like Rocket Man and I'm
Still Standing through o
Candle in the Wind, Can

Harleguinade

presents

ROB OLTON

I
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You Feel the Love Tonight
and Your Song. Sporting

his unmistakable glasses
and flamboyant ouffits,

this Elfon tribute act

fruly offers an authentic
performance that will leave
guests captivated. www.
thelakeatbarston.co.uk.

Agatha Christie’s
urder On

The Nile

19-21 January, The

Core Theatre Solihull

Harlequinade are thrilled

' Agatha Christic’s

MuRDER
ON THE "“.E
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to present one of Agatha
Christie’s most infriguing
murder mysteries, set in
the exotic location of a
boat on the river Nile. Fatal
circumstances await when
the idyllic surroundings are
shattered by a shocking
and brutal murder. For
tickets call 0121 704 6962.

Tribute to
Whitney Houston
with Nya King

26 January, Nailcote Hall
‘Without a doubt, the
unprecedented replica

of the voice of Whitney
Houston. The incredible Nya
King brings her amazing Soul
and R&B style to pay tribute
to this wonderful lady.” Party
night includes 3 course
meal, live entertainment
and an affer-show DJ.
www.nailcotehall.co.uk

Learn to dance
in a day

17 February, Land Rover
Sports & Social Club

Take alook at Donahey’s
fabulous 1-day Ballroom
Dancing Lessons, designed
with the absolute beginner
in mind. In this 4-hour
workshop you'll receive
expert tuition in some of
the most popular Ballroom
& Latin dances. www.
donaheys.co.uk/classes/
learn-to-dance-in-a-day/
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Accounting
Services

DO YOU HAVE
FINANCIAL
PEACE OF MIND?

Not many people do. But we are here to
help you achieve this. We work with
small and medium sized businesses,
enabling them to work as effectively
and as profitably as possible.

Whether you need accountancy advice or
hands-on support with your year end accounts,
business or personal tax returns, VAT returns,
payroll or bookkeeping then get in touch fora
free, no obligation chat.

Tax Year End - 5th April
As a lot of people know, the HMRC tax year end was on 5th April. If
you are a business owner or earn income that isn’t taxed at source
you will need to send HMRC a personal tax return. The deadline
for sending the return in and paying any tax is 31st January next
year, but don’t leave it until then! Please contact us as soon as you
can so we can prepare your return for you in good time, with no
rush. This will give you peace of mind that the return is correct

and know how much tax you will need to pay.

t: 07880 035 853

e: alex@ajsaccounting.co.uk
www.ajsaccounting.co.uk

Our company services
start from just £75 per
month - a worthwhile
investment when you
see all the ways we can
save your business time
and money.

We’re here to support,
advise, and make a
difference. We’re local,
experienced, and
dedicated to helping
you improve the
profitability of your
business.

We’re a small company
and we like it that way —
it means we have time
to build strong, effective
working relationships
with all of our clients.




17 Whitacre Rd, Knowle City&
Cullen LG, QR

Plumbing & Tiling Established in 2005 Qualified

Full bathroom and ensvite design and e Showroom Finish Wall & Floor Tiling for
installation to the highest standards with bathrooms, kitchens, hallways and
complete project management from start conservatories

to completion

e Specialist in ceramic, porcelain, natural
Kitchen Sinks and Taps, Dishwasher and

stone tiling
Washing Machine Installation
Central Heating & Radiators e Business built on recommendation and
reputation
General Plumbing Maintenance & Repair
All Work Guaranteed

Reliable Honest Service
References and Portfolio of Work Available

Call Alex Cullen
NOW on 07896 862 916

For a free no-obligation quotation




useful services

the g
PURPLE HOUSE 2N
CLINIC I!I

Our Services

Delivered by a team of highly qualified
and registered healthcare
L}r()‘&hhli]]l&lb_ our services include:

& Psychological Therapy

#  Autism Assessments
Mental Health & * ADHD Assessments
Neurodiversity Services

At the Purple House Clinic we understand
he Purple Ho |T.+ linic we understar 0121 820 7851
that psychological health is as important

as physical health, We believe that everybody

deserves to be happy and fulfilled in life, and Birmingham@purplehouseclinic.co.uk
we dre committed to helping people

overcome, or adapt to, life’s challenges e Coleshill - with easy access from the M42

Birmingham o

Hospice . @Eﬁ
cHRISTMAS & BN i &
TREECYCLING PSR |

13 and 14 January

We'll collect and A
recycle your real _ : 3
Christmas tree in

g

exchange for a
donation.

s R, X

Book today at birminghamhospice.org.uk/treecycling
or call 0121 465 2009




useful services

JRT EXTERIOR CLEAN

: i ; w ——

Driveways
Patios
Gutter Cleans
Fascia’s & Soffits
Pressure Washing

\

_ CLEAN Xj
s PRESSURE wASHING Bl We thrive
= on cleaning
l your drive

CALL 07368

ROOFING AND BUILDING SOLUTIONS

Built on trust and reliability, we have been
in the roofing business for over 30 years

Our services include:

e New slate and tiled roofs e Repointing

o Flat roofs e Roof timberwork

e Chimneys e Solar panel installation
o Velux roof windows e And more!

Our highly qualified roofing experts will complete
your roofing tasks, quickly and efficiently.

e w e

Bslgnds Bregepeioe Rwardy 303E
Revive Roofing ;

Aud Building Solutions

Moar Truited Roofing & Boilding e

;‘;‘Hmm john@reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

www.reviveroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk

Please call John: 07854 623 592 or Office: 0330 043 6806
to arrange your free inspection and quotation.
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Window & Door [
Repairs & New

Installations

" Great Service

. Mi . & Quality
Misted/Steamed Up Windows Workmanship

- Broken Glazing . Guaranteed
- Broken Hinges, Handles & Locks®

« Poorly Fitting Windows & Doors

« Locks Fixed

) % New Windows
' - & Doors 10
| « UPVC XESR
' e Aluminium

ULTioN

« Timber
« Composite
WE WORK IN KNOWLE, DORRIDGE & THE SURROUNDING AREAS
Call Paul At Homeseal Today For Your
an FREE No Obligation Quotation

HOMESEAL  Mob: 07976 710463

IMPROVEMENTS LTD www.homesealim pravementSItd.CO.u k



crossword

clues

Across

1 Not dangerous (4)

3 Erect, upright (8)

9 Acrobat's swing (7)
10 Bowl, container {5)
11 Bare, in the buff (5)
12 Appeared, gave the impression (6)
14 Removed impurities (6)
16 Substance, material (6)
18 Indirect route (6)
192 Title, label (5)
22 Type of seafood (5)
23 Indian rice-based dish (7)
24 Lady-love, paramour (%)
25 Assistant (4)

Down 6 Most snug (7) 17 Families, clans (6)
1 Devil-worshipper (8) 7 Touch down (4) 20 Florida city, scaside
2 Thermos ¢ vial (5) & Tailor, seamstress (12) resort (5)
4 Nevertheless (4.7) 13 Fame, influence (3) 21 Bathed, moved through

- the water (4
5 Mealtime etiquette (5.7) 15 Antennae (7) y ]

answer on page 34

2 7 9 how to play

oL TETELTE sudoku

8 9 1174 It’s simple!

Fill in the grid so that each row, column
2 and 3x3 box, contains the numbers
5 3 2 1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don't need to be a genius. These
6 T puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.

318 answer on page 34
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useful services

ACS

INTERIOR DOORS

Beautiful Interior Doors Supplied and Installed

Come and visit our
NEW showroom
in Studley
Unit 1,

Haydon House,
Alcester Road,

Studley
B80 7AN
07592 303104 or
www.acsinteriordoors.co.uk 07910 289565
— A Father And Son Business With
e Bg%%lg?GE Over 25 Years Experience...

THE GARAGE DOOR SPECIALISTS

We are a genuine family business and have been working in and
around Dorridge for over 25 years. We pride ourselves in a high
standard of work and customer satisfaction.

Up and over doors
Quality roller doors
Insulated sectional doors

Repairs & servicing

Automatic operators

Y Trustpilot EAESEIEIE 46 See ourreviews! A Yellcom.

7
A

@ 01564 335513 % www.dorridgedoors.co.uk
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useful services

What an Experience!

Embrace the trend of giving experiences rather than physical gifts.

n an era dominated by

consumerism the traditional

approach to gift-giving

has been anchored in

the tangible: gadgets,
clothes, jewellery, and the
like. However, these material
possessions, while often
appreciated, can contribute
to a cycle that emphasizes
acquisition over connection.
In contrast, the gift of an
experience offers a memorable
and engaging alternative.

One of the most compelling
arguments for experiential
gifting is its emphasis on human
connection. Experiences,
whether shared or given for
someone to enjoy solo, have
the unique capacity to bring
people closer. They create
stories and memories that can
be cherished and revisited, long
after the physical gift may have
lost its lustre or fallen into disuse.
Moreover, experiences are

inherently more personal than
their material counterparts
and from an environmental
perspective, they leave a
much lighter ecological
footprint, aligning with
principles of sustainability and
responsible consumption. And
experiences can confribute
to personal growth and
learning, whether it’s mastering
a new skill, discovering a
hidden talent, or gaining a

new perspective, the intrinsic
value of experiences is often
educational and enriching.
Here are ten ideas that
could make for memorable
and thoughtful presents:
Cooking Class: Perfect
for the foodie or aspiring
chef, a cooking class can
be a fun way to learn new
culinary skills and recipes.
Hot Air Balloon Ride: For
those who appreciate a
touch of adventure and
breathtaking views, a hot air
balloon ride is a unique and
exhilarating experience.
Concert Tickets: Music lovers
would cherish the opportunity
o see their favourite artist
or band live in concert.
Art Workshop: A session with
alocal artist or a day at an art
studio can be a wonderful gift
for the creatively inclined.
Spa Day: Offer the gift of
relaxation and pampering
with a day atf a spa, complete

with massages, facials,

and other freatments.

A Masterclass subscription:
For the lifelong learners, a
subscription to an online
platform like Masterclass allows
them to delve into a variety of
subjects taught by experts.
Theme Park Annual Pass:

For rollercoaster-lovers. It
provides a year’s worth of fun.
Theatre Tickets: A night out

at a play, musical, or dance
performance can be a
culturally enriching experience.
Wine Tasting Tour: A tour of

a vineyard with wine tasting

is a delightful experience

for wine aficionados.
Adventure Sports Experience:
For the thrill-seekers, consider
gifting an experience like
skydiving, scuba diving,

or rock climbing.

Why not gift your loved one
an experience this year?
Happy Christmas.
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- SHAKESPEAREMARTINEAU

Legal advice for life and business

Don't let inheritance tax spoil your
family christmas

Giving to loved ones is a Christmas tradition that everyone enjoys, whether a shopping
voucher or a car; it always adds a bit of extra cheer to the holiday. However, for people who
like to splash out on their gifts, inheritance tax (IHT) can put a dampener on things.
Hannah Tait, partner at Shakespeare Martineau in Solihull, explains.

What is IHT?
Quite simply, it is a tax levied on assets acquired through an inheritance or gift.

What's the tax-free limit for gifts and are any gifts exempt?
Annual lifetime transfers of up to £3,000 can be made each tax year without worrying about inheritance
tax. Small gifts of up to £250 can also be made to as many people as you like. This can be very useful for
Christmas! Donations to charity and some gifts in consideration of marriages or civil partnerships are
not liable for inheritance tax, depending on how closely related a person is to the happy couple. Gifts

of £5,000, for example, can be made by a parent and £2,500 can be made by a grandparent. All gifts
between married couples or those in civil partnerships are generally also exempt, although it is
important that domicile is considered here.

What's the seven-year-rule?

Most gifts will initially be considered as ‘potentially exempt transfers’. These become
totally exempt when the donor has survived seven years from the date of the gift.

If you die within seven years of the potentially exempt transfer, the value eats into
your Nil Rate Band (currently £325k per person), thus reducing or even eliminating
the amount that can be passed to your beneficiaries without IHT implications.

Is there a way to avoid IHT for certain?
No one can predict how long someone will live. However, early planning
isrecommended and it is always important to consider the capital

gains tax implications of any gift as well as the IHT position.

One often overlooked option for IHT is the ‘normal expenditure of out
income’ exemption. If a person can prove their income meets all their living
costs, and that their standard of living can be maintained after the gift

has been made, then it may be possible to claim this exemption for IHT.

To qualify, there must be a regular pattern to this gifting and
maintaining records is crucial for the claiming of this very useful
exemption. People often use this for the payment of school fees.

Want help with your estate planning? Call 0330 024 0333

email hannah.tait@shma.co.uk or visit www.shma.co.uk

Shakespeare Martineau Radcliffe House, Blenheim Court, Solihull, B91 2AA



REDUCE YOUR ENERGY BILLS & SAVE MONEY

BY EXTERNALLY INSULATING YOUR HOME

By externally insulating your home, it will not only save you money by reducing
your heating bills and make your home cosier, but it will also totally
transform the look of your home and add to its value!

The whele hatse has been transformed by
Reckwanm using a traditionad white finish
render for the External Insulation. We are
with the nstallation,

A e e . i s, 2
minor problems were ovencome with sase,
aveqlruh‘hl oiffice staff, good

commnication and frendly, Wouldnt.
hesitat to Fighly recommend Rockwam.

GaryMM-1318, 24 Aug 2023
A Yell.

Tel: 02476 34 55 54 —

info@rockwarm.co.uk - www.rockwarm.co.uk EEiEiSuEaEnEe

%/ STU’S LOFT FREE
No Obligation Quote

10 year Manufacturer Warranty

Installing Loft Ladders Since 2008

FARGES
‘I"[NJNGH.H.N

s "

Top quality 3 section aluminium

loft ladder professionally fitted with “B““
pivot arm, hand rail, wide flat treads

for comfort and rubber feet. Loft

hatch included. manthorpe

Drditing products

We also install loft flooring and boarding

Redditch - Solihull - Stratford-Upon-Avon
Worcester - Warwick - Birmingham - Evesham

Tel: 01527 850295 - Mobile: 07712 327889
stuart@stusloftladders.co.uk - www.stusloftladders.co.uk
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book reviews
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The Christmas Mystery

by Jostein Gaarder
Gaarder, is an author
renowned for weaving infricate
philosophical musings info
compelling narratives. His
best-known novel is probably
Sophie’s World, but here he
gifts readers with a story, that af
its heart is an advent calendar in prose, where
every chapter unlocks a door to the mystery of
Christmas.

Beginning in modern-day Norway, the tale
unravels as young Joachim discovers a magical
advent calendar in an old bookstore. As he
opens each window, not only does he unveil a
portion of the nativity story, but he also follows
the journey of a litfle girl named Elisabet, who
somehow travels back in time to Bethlehem.
This dual narrative connects the ancient past to
the present, reminding readers of the timeless
resonance of the Christmas story.

Gaarder’s prose manages to make the vast
journey across time and space seem intimate.
The cast of historical figures and the diverse
landscapes they traverse offer a panoramic view
of human history, all leading to that poignant
moment in Bethlehem. Through Elisabet’s
innocent eyes, readers experience the wonder,
challenges, and humanity that has always
surrounded this sacred event.

Beyond its captivating story, the book is

also a reflection on faith, hope, and human
connection. While it may appear to be a
children’s book on the surface, its layers of
meaning will resonate deeply with readers of all
ages. | came to it as an adult and love it every
bit as much as Dickens” A Christmas Carol. Like
Dickens” work, it serves as a delightful reminder of
the profound significance of the Christmas story,
and | think it is @ must-read during the holiday
season.

The Girl Who Saved Christmas

by Matt Haig
Matt Haig weaves a whimsical, ol

= "Wl Sl

GIRSTMAS

heartwarming tale that blends
magic, adventure, and a
potent message about the
power of hope. Written as

a follow-up to A Boy Called
Christmas, the story easily
stands on its own, inviting
readers info a Victorian world
where the magic of Christmas is threatened,

and only a young girl’s belief can restore it.

Amelia is an ordinary girl with an extraordinary
heart. Living in Victorian London, she faces the
kind of adversity that could easily douse her
Christmas spirit. Yet her unwavering belief catches
the atftention of Father Christmas. When trolls,
elves, and a festive calamity put Christmas in
jeopardy, Amelia’s hope becomes the beacon
that might save the holiday for everyone.

Haig's language is imaginative and touching,
weaving a rich tapestry of fantasy elements with
real human emotions. His portrayal of Victorian
London is atmospheric, juxtaposing the city’s
grimy reality with the luminous world of festive
magic. Amelia’s character development
throughout the story is poignant, and readers
will be rooting for her every step of the way.

The illustrations by Chris Mould further
enhance the narrative, bringing Haig's world
to life and adding visual depth to the prose.

In The Girl Who Saved Christmas, Haig reminds
readers young and old of the enduring magic
of belief and the strength o be found in hope.
It's a delightful, fouching read that deserves
to become a modern Christmas classic.
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homecare.co.uk

Belmont Home Care, Midlands
Exceptional Bespoke Home Care Services

i Inspected and rated

CareQuality
Commission

L Iy

Your Home - Your Life - Your Care

belmonthealthcare.co.uk .~

5 / 01527 433472 (& St
pmecare.co.uk ...\ @Home




Belmont@Home
~ provide bespoke
v« y home care service

designed to fit

perfectly around

each individua

If you wish to stay in your own
home with your own front door,
safe in the knowledge that
someone is there to care for you
- we can help!

Get in touch today

Belmont@Home

Irpecred an reted

Q CareQuality
eSS

L.

The flexibility of our home
care services enable you to
live safely and comfortably in
the place you know best -
your home. From daily or
Weekly visits, there are plenty
of homecare services
available, even on a short-
term basis, half an hour visits,
forty five minutes or hour-by-
hour visits. We're here to
support you.




A Song Through Time

The Enduring Tradition of Christmas Carolling

hristmas
carolling, the
beloved fradition
that heralds
the festive
season, is steeped in history,
and has evolved over
centuries. It is an embodiment
of communal spirit, joy, and
the celebration of Christmas
through song and verse.

The origins of carolling can
be traced back to the pagan
celebrations of the Winter
Solstice. People would dance
and sing to commemorate
the passing of the shortest day
of the year, celebrating the
impending return of the sun.
As Christianity spread across
Europe, these customs were
absorbed into the Christian
fraditions, particularly the
celebration of Christmas.

The word “carol” originally
meant a dance or a song of
praise and joy, and carols were
not necessarily associated
with Christmas. However, by
the late Middle Ages, carols
became synonymous with the
festive season, often narrating
the story of the birth of Christ.
These early carols were
composed in Latin and were
primarily sung in churches as
part of the Christmas liturgy.

The tradition of door-to-door
carolling began to take shape

in the Middle Ages. Carollers,
known as ‘wassailers’, would
go from house to house,
singing and offering good
fidings in exchange for food,
drink, or money. Wassailing
was part of a wider tradition
of celebrating the season,
which included feasting,
drinking, and merriment.

The practice of carolling
saw a decline during the 17th
century when Oliver Cromwell
and the Puritans came to power
in England. They frowned upon
the frivolity and celebrations
associated with Christmas,
leading to a suppression of
carols and public festivities.
However, the tradition did not
die out entirely and continued
in more subdued forms.

The Victorian era marked a
significant revival of Christmas
fraditions, including carolling.
The publication of ‘Christmas

Carols Ancient and Modern’
by William Sandys in 1833,
along with Queen Victoria’s
enthusiasm for Christmas,
helped rekindle interest in
carols. Songs like God Rest Ye
Merry, Gentlemen, The First
Noel, and Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing became staples
of the Christmas repertoire.

In contemporary times,
carolling remains very much
part of Christmas celebrations.
Community choirs sing carols
in public spaces, churches
hold candlelit carol services,
and groups of carollers
continue the tradition of
singing door-to-door.

The history of Christmas
carolling is a tapestry woven
through centuries of cultural
and religious change but the
essence of spreading cheer
and goodwill through music
has remained unchanged.
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FI§ON
The Fireplac ove Specialist

We're the gas, electric, and multi-fuel stove company
Solihull householders turn to for high quality, stylish
domestic heating appliances, thanks to our first class
products, helpful advice, and approved fitting service.

Visit our Solihull showroom to see our extensive product range
and to get ideas and advice from the experts in fires and stoves.

0121 743 8540

enquiries@fusion-heating.co.uk
www.fusion-heating.co.uk

59 Hobs Moat Road, Solihull B92 8]]

Open Monday to Friday 9.30-4.00 and Saturday 10.00-3.00



Does your company
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offers everything a

business needs in this
Bespoke content managed websites, SEQ, social media management,
=

print management, logo design, clothing, copy writing and much more

design - marketing - web - print %

Not
0121 369 1977

www.hotlobster.uk.com



YOUR LOCAL EXTERNAL CLEANING SPECIALISTS

our Cleaning Services:

v MOSS REMOVAL v PATIOS

v LEAF REMOVAL v DRIVEWAYS

+ GUTTER CLEANING v STONEWORK

v ROOFS + FASCIAS & SOFFITS

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

® O
. @
I | - vl ek
£\ VSolClea
¢/ EXTERNAL CLEANING SPECIALISTS

0121 369 0070
07546 264164

& enquiries@solclean.co.uk
@ www.solclean.co.uk H m



ACCESSIBLE BATHROOMS
SHOWER & WET ROOMS

WITH INSTALLATION FULLY MANAGED FROM START TO FINISH

COMPLETE

BY CHRISTMAS

e

¥ . ? _,— o
B o XA TN

*Trus1pilot

Rated ‘Excellent’ by our customers

v Expert Mobility
Advice

v~ High-quality fixtures,
fitting and finish

%

v~ Interest Free

Credit*
Call today to book your FREE no obligation redt

in-home design consultation
0121 227 2568

oIS WALK IN SHOW g v

N
- [ )
Visit our showroom ™

1 Oxhill Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 1LR
bathingmobility.co.uk

ot

* Credit is subject to status and affordability. Terms and conditions apply. Authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority. Bathing Mobility Advisory Service Limited, FCA Register no. 819781 is an
appointed representative of Mobility Bathing Group Limited, Unit 20-21 Padgets Lane, Redditch. B98 ORA,
FCA Register No. 673828. Credit is provided by Novuna Personal Finance, a trading style of Mitsubishi HC
Capital UK PLC, authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Register No. 704348).



useful services

C.STEVENS
ROOFING

EST FAMILY BUSINESS

NEW TILED ROOFSeGUTTERS
FLAT ROOFSeBRICK WORK
LEADWORKe SMALL REPAIRS
UPVC FASCIASeCHIMNEYS

KNOWLE SOLIHULL

BN 01564 90008 0124 733478

WWW.CSTEVENSROOFING.CO.UK

O
RBeech € Llanguages

LOCAL LANGUAGE LEARNING

LOVE TO SPEAK GERMAN, FRENCH OR SPANISH?
NEW TO SOLIHULL AND NEED BETTER ENGLISH?

Expert 1:1 tuition from just £30 per hour

Expert tuition for exams, travel and business
Local, qualified and experienced language tutors

Contact us now for your free, no-obligation consultation

Call 01564 739621 or 0784 031 5982

E-mail info@beech-languages.co.uk
www.beech-languages.co.uk

LANGUAGE LESSONS LOCALLY AND ONLINE

25



| trspeected and mited

<ALady -
Katherine I Qerawiy

Commission

Housing & Care

Lady Katherine
Housing & Care

Come and visit our care
home in the beautiful
rural Temple Balsall
hamlet close to Knowle
and Balsall Common
and see what we have to
offer. Meet our residents
and sample our delicious
home cooked food.

In our majestic 18th century fully modernised rented apartments you
will have the choice of:

+ Residential Care
+ Independent Living
+ Respite stays

Please call on 01564 772415 (select option 1) to
book your visit or email care@leveson.org.uk

www.ladykcare.co.uk



A . . solutions for the future...

Chartered Certified Accountants

Athos has built up a
professional team that
goes the ‘extra mile’ as
a matter of due course.
This has been invaluable
to our business and has
greatly assisted us.

Roger Green, Director
Menswear Company

Accounts

Tax Returns M
Payroll and Auto Enrolment

Bookkeeping and VAT Returns

Tax Advice JIRIS

Management Accounts

Call and make an appointment for a free initial

consultation where a bespoke fixed fee quotation m
will be provided.
0333 400 7876 o
quickbooks

Athos Business Solutions Limited TR

1623 Warwick Road, Knowle, Solihull, West Midlands B93 9LF v
www.athos.uk.com

enquiries@athos.uk.com



useful services

Bill Boyce Decorators

A Family run business with over 30 Years experience

Painting & Decorating
Internal / External

Offices, Restaurants & Private Houses
Reliable

Excellent Reputation

All work carried out to a high standard
Free Estimates

Call Bill on 07976 810680 or Dan on 07966 275134

# & & & % & @

89 Union Road, Shirley, Solihull, B90 3BY
Tel: 0121 744 0040 or fax: 0121 744 0312
Email: billboycedecorators@hotmail.co.uk

www.billboycedecorators.com

All glazing backed by our

2 5 Looking to upgrade your existing FRUSTMARK (=] Wﬁ?

windows and doors? UPVC, SCAN
composite or aluminium. Checka

YEAR Contact us NOW! trade

GUARANTEE Get a FREE Quote

Social distancing in operation Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

= 7<% 0800 6i2118

REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING www.cloudy2clear.co.uk

Love Your Home - Protect Your Windows - Save Money Y [}
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Paving &
Landscaping

DRIVEWAYS & LANDSCAPE SOLUTIONS

We pride ourselves on

* Clay & Block Paving * Tarmacing (red or Biack) our high standards of
« Patios * Brickwork ¢ Slabbing « Gravel * Landscaping gl

* Fencing * Property Repairs * Roofing Repairs We will beat any

2 D_._ﬁm...........m{ Maintenance (pressure cleaning & Sealing - weed free)

like for like genuine
written quote

0121 652 0145 s s o Facovook [

01926 674 782 ‘i
M: 07961 358 367
E:projectspaving@icloud.com

To see our current range of work carried out in your local 328 Alcester Road
Wythall B47 6JR

area please visit www.projectspaving.co.uk




Tartiflette

Preparation time: 20 min
Cooking time: 1hr

Serves: 6

This is a decadent, savoury (or substitute), chopped garlic. Bring to the boil and

French gratin made with intfo 2cm pieces allow to reduce until most of

potatoes, salty bacon the liquid has evaporated

lardons, onions, and plenty Method (about 5 minutes). Set aside

of cheese. It’'s creamy yet Bring a large pan of water to cool to room temperature,

crunchy, making it a perfect  to the boil and cook the then stir in the créme fraiche

cold-weather comfort potatoes for 15-20min, until and add some seasoning.

dish. It is fraditionally made just tender. Drain well, rinse Preheat oven to 200°C

with Reblochon, but you briefly under cold water (180°C fan) gas mark 6.

can use any other firm and set aside to cool. Slice the cooled potatoes

washed-rind cheese or any Fry the lardons over a into bite-size pieces, then

pungent melting cheese medium heat until they transfer half of the slices

like Fontina or Raclette. are beginning to turn to the base of a 2.5-3 litre
golden. Using a slofted ovenproof casserole dish.

Ingredients spoon, lift them info a bowl, Spoon over half the créme

1.2kg new/waxy potatoes, leaving any fat behind. fraiche mixture, followed by

we used Charlotte Add the onions and a pinch half the cheese. Repeat the

250 g smoked bacon of salt to the pan, lower the layers to use up the other

lardons or diced pancetta heat and cook gently for half of the ingredients.

1 large onion, finely sliced 10min, until soffened. Turnup  Cook in the oven for 20-

175 ml white wine the heat and cook until the 25min, or until golden and

1 garlic clove, crushed onions are become golden. bubbling. Leave to rest

200 ml créme fraiche Return the lardons to the for 5min before serving

400 g Reblochon cheese pan along with the wine and  with a green salad.

© © 0 0 0 0 0000 0000000000 0000000000000 00000000 0000000000000 00000000 o
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Mindbenders

Can you find the hidden
festive songs?

Nordiay

Fir

at

Christrpas
(ristmas

useful services

Dorridge & Knowle
Domestic Cleaning

Services

* Small established cleaning and
domestic help business

* Provide dedicated, friendly &
frustworthy local ladies (CRB checked)

* Take pride in high standards and
caring for customers' homes

* Regular service or one off spring cleans

* Ironing service available

* References available
* Comprehensive insurance
* Costs are not subject to VAT

(hristrpas «—
Us
- e ~
Henry VIl Richard Il Charles I

For a FREE,
no obligation quote,

please call Sue on
07809 567264

answers on page 34

O

DELUXE ROOFING

ROOFINVG AT IT'S BES

All guttering cleaned and repaired from £49.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based in Solihull, West
Midlands with many years experience. Deluxe Roofing Ltdis a professional,
reliable roofing company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

* New Roofs ¢ Flat Roofs * Minor Repairs ° Fascias and Guttering
¢ Insurance Work » Moss Removal ¢ Rebedding of Ridge Tiles ¢ Chimneys
* Valleys ° All Guttering Cleaned and serviced from £39.99

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61

UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B30 3ND
(MIDLANDS BRANCH), COVENTRY, SHIRLEY

WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK
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Working together
to find a solution
RAYDENSOLICITORS

ﬂﬁﬂ\
\
W|

i
ﬁ."

There might be challenging times in your life when a family law solicitor can help:
» Have you decided your marriage or relationship is over, are you unsure about your family's future?

» Do you need to protect your children, or understand the options to resolve arrangements for your children?
+» Do you need a pre nuptial or post nuptial agreement to protect assets?

» Are you moving in with your partner and need a cohabitation agreement?

Choosing the right family lawyer for your circumstances is crucial. Rayden Solicitors are family law
specialists with many years' experience; we provide tailored and practical solutions in all areas of
family law - divorce, relationship breakdown, child arrangements and financial settlements.

Bespoke advice from Rayden Solicitors in Birmingham.

Contact us, enquiries@raydensolicitors.co.uk
Specialist family lawyers.
RAYDENSOLICITORS

3rd Floor
2 Edmund Gardens

121 Edmund Street
Birmingham
B3 2HJ e e
7 \0) ()

Tel: 0121 314 8170. v

RAYDENSOUCH_ORS We are available on onom i; @ Q

www.raydensolicitors.co.uk



useful services

JUST
MOVED IN?

L‘ L § "H K F I T No call-out charge PACKAGES

24 HOUR LOCKSMITH SERVICES Available 24/7

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE, NO-OBLIGATION SECURITY CHECK AND ADVICE

‘ﬁ" Locked Out Qh Lost Keys
We can gain access for you non-destructively Lost your keys? We recommend a full lock
change service for your security
ﬂ Emergency Locksmiths
] ) f Locks Changed & Replaced
15-30 min emergency response time
for your peace of mind Lock replacement and upgrades, all with

a 12 month guarantee
i-luPVC Door Lock Specialists

@ Home Security
Our locksmiths are specialists in uPVC door

and window locks We offer a variety of smart camera and alarm
systems to protect your property

1_Door/Window Handles

11" Changed & Replaced j( Emergency Boarding Up
. &Burglary Repairs 12 month parts b
Stuck, broken or damaged window X o
handles? We can help We can offer a 24/7 emergency boarding & labour guarantee Cheskatrad

up and repair service

lewis@lockfit.co.uk

www.lockfit.co.uk/lockfit-locksmiths-knowle/ 01 564 627 020

" Rightio Plumbing &
Heating 0121206 3761

We work in
Knowle, Dorridge, OUR SERVICES

Bentley Heath, Eastcote \/ Boiler Breakdowns
& all surrounding areas

v/ Boiler Servicing
v/ Radiators & Pipes

v/ Fast Response
Vv All Work Guaranteed
Vv Flexible Appointment Times

Toilets & Taps

Leaks & Bursts
Showers

Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

»12Month «[ll» OAP < » 1-2Hour «

guarantee [l Discount Emergency

on labour! Speak to Response
us today! time!

AN NENEN

Excludes blockages

650921
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useful numbers

UADVERTISES
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(5-\\ Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 /

- zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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local po|ice contact Solution to Mind benders LOCAL COUNCILLORS
A 1. Rocking Argund the Christmas DORRIDGE & HOCKLEY
for knowle & dorridge Tree ra
Sergeant Mike Lloyd 2 lmrﬂ"'“m lan Courts
Telephone: 101 ext 892 6037 3 We Three Kings Tel: 07836 733117
Email: rural@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk mindbenders icourts@solihull.gov.uk
S from page 31 Andrew Mackiewicz
amackiew@solihull.gov.uk
4 N\ [ Ken Meeson
alslalil7lalalale Tel: 01564 777772
alalila|z2l6lslalT kmeeson@solihull.gov.uk
LALIE EAEAEI EARAR g:‘;gzv::lf‘)ll Allen MBE
8|2|9]15/6/3)1]7 |4 Tel: 07879 473052
4|7|6)18|1(2]9]|5)3 dhallen@solihull.gov.uk
511]3]714/91816)2 Dave Pinwell
J|B|2|6[(5|4)T7 1[5 Tel: 07410 099709
114|5|2|9|7|6|3|8 dave.pinwell@solihull.gov.uk
6|9 |7|3[8|1)4|2]|5 Alan Rebeiro
; . Tel: 07778 659933
fsuduko s]%h.lflon fCI‘OSSWOI‘]Czl SO|qu0n grebeiro@soﬁhu”.gov,uk
rom page rom page
\ pag ) U pag ) \
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Saqib Bhatti MP-

Working for Meriden

It has been another Year to remember with so much ﬁqpfening
[oca[(y and nationa[[y. This year we saw the nation celebrate
the coronation of Iang Charles I11. The joyous event 5r0ugﬁt
communities togetﬁer on a momentous Jaly to welcome a new
cﬁgpter of the British monarcﬁy. It was also a Year to
remember for sports with the En‘g[ama' women’s footﬁa[[ team maﬁinﬂ it all the way to the World Cq}a Final.
[oca[[y we have seen a host of womferfu[ local community events from fun runs to flreworﬁs a'igp[uys. Ive
ery’oyea{ attena{ing all of these events and look forwam{ to another amazing year of commum’ty §/m'm‘t.

This festive season I am furticu[ur@ excited to visit our local sﬁqps and support the womiﬁzrfu[ businesses
in our community. From a wide range of sﬁq}as to restaurants and cufes, our constituency is home to many
exciting businesses, and T encourage everyone to show them support 5y sﬁgpfing [ocu[[y, On the tgpic of
[ocal talent thank you to all the local erimary schools that have farticg})utef in my Christmas card
camfetition! Picking a winner is a[ways one of the hardest tasks T have to undertake with so many
umuzing entries and I am a[ways blown away 5y the talent on zﬁgp[ay in our community,

Particu[ar[y at this time of the year, I am sure that you will J’oin me in saying a_prayer for those less
fortunate than us and Jlmying far ' peace around the world, As ever, my ofﬁce remains open and we are
canafucting surgery qp]ointments, s0 do not hesitate to book a slot. My contact details can be foumf below.

Finally, T would like to take this chance to say, from my family to yours,
L'ferryyCﬁristmas and a quyy New Year. J f 'yf Jry

Constituency office:

631 Warwick Road, Solihull B91 1AR
Q 0121 711 7029
i saqibbhatti.org.uk ParT ety STanatas Rthor IS for

. . - the purpose of assisting Saqib Bhatti MP in the
@ saql b.bhatti@ pa rliament.uk performance of their Parliamentary duties.



N.BIRD & SON

FREE QUOTES 0121 743 6324

EST 1987 SOLIHULL BASED LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

- Small Repairs . Lead Work

- Flat Roofs - UPVC Fascia

* New Roofs & Soffits

+ Ridge Tiles - GRP Flat Roofs

« Chimney Work . Small brickwork jobs

- .

¢ NO PAYMENT UNTIL YOU ARE 100% SATISFIED
R T, SR -~ e e — | BRI




